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K H E Aclirery of a woman is. 
A formed by two different wa 1.61. 
4 ther by the pure re & 


direction of nature, When the mos 
72 80 erſelf affected with violent 
- pains, brings forth the child without he 
 affiſtance. a midwife; or when the ſane. 
is accompliſhed. by the hands of a {kilful, man- 4 + 
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midwife or midwife... This 1 having 1 
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_ #7 WF WE divers auth Is, I 
3 * th ” niyfelf with propoſin {oply 
= what 1 — approved by my own by 92 
| IN To begin then will the bai wa of 


. If a man- midwife or midwife 
child- bearing woman Whaſd t 


or reckoning is ex wig it ought to be en- 
qui into, whether ſhe 9 any pains in 
e belly, about the bladder, groin, and hips; 
and Whether they draw downwafds toWards 
the groin and fundament : if the pains ton- 


tinye and ſeem to promiſe an 9 7 


- fravait,-the woman muſt be ſeare 
following manner. Let the mid wiſe after ſhe 
has well warmed and pared the nails of her 
bands, put her right or left foremoſt finger 
1 | ies to the poſition of the woman) 
7 © well beſmeared with freſh butter or any other 
dleaginous ſubſtance (without ſcent) into the 
entrance of the womb, taking care ot to 
hurt the urinal paſſages, Wig on the up- 
wr Ber. fide ; this done, let? her advance 
= * 88 the orifice of the und 
1 5 ele always downwards when the lime 
3 7 nll is at hand : if you find the mb 
—_ opened, it is a fign of the ap roaching hs of 
| well to be obſerved 17 e fc 
=_ 231 a wrong, judgment in the in 


711. 


. happ ens however ſotnetimes "O_ * 


e 74 chüld-beariog woman "NO * 
3 f ſelf, 


Is 


% Twit 


. ; p 
4. 98 
vs fits; 


. 5 N „ . e 
and after wpards cloſes again, whereof I baye, 
ohſtryed ſeveral inſtances in | my pralle ß, 2 
Wbenge it is evident, that the opening of t "i 
vomb is not ſufficient n of the 
approaching deliyery, unleſs, the ſame. be at- 
tended with the requiſite pains. As the pains 
2nd travail encreaſe, then will the womb. 
become wider. AR 2 4 ben you 31 
wars the guts: In. firf 

expect a much quicker and : 


becauſe. the outward and inward. 


the womb are in a direct line; w ercas in 
the laſt caſe it proves more difficult and flow, 
and the orifice i being not ſo cn. 
bo de geached with yout finger, you, muſt N 
your finger along the lowermoſt part of the en- 
Whos to the womb, where it. alone to * 


* 


When you intend to diſcover the open 


womb, you muſt do the ſame during 
intervals X« the pains, when you may with 
leſs oppoſition enter the orifice, which endlo 
ſes your finger like a ring; but. .care mu 
be taken to do it without the leaſt. force, 
but to let the opening grow bigger and 

by degrees, by means of the pains. and the 
a 2 72 , 

you 0 to with ſo much cautian, - 

that, th nd the membranes or ſkins 

already 
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proceeds ſo quick, that they have ſcarce time 
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; very thin, you - muſt not * too! for- 
ward, but 9 thoſe parts as rarely and as: 
gentiy as poſſibly may be, for fear of cauſing) 
- unneceſlary pains and inlammations though 
F have obſerved this to be a vulgar error among 


. of the womb ought to proceed from the pains 
and the ſucceeding- water: for in caſe the 
membranes or ſkins are broken before their 
due time, and the water comes forth before 
the womb is ſufficiently opened, the womb 
[Cloſes up again ; ſo that the child's head find- 
ing the paſſage very ftrait, renders the deliver 
much more difficult, Ws 45 at' the _ 
Bbaur. N 

As the pains increaſe the water incloſed 
in the membranes, being puſhed forwards'in- 
to the orifice of the womb, appears at firſt 
like as an extended pig's bladder of the big- 
neſs of a hazle-nut; but as the pains in- 
creaſe, the water forces irſelf more forward 
with the membranes to the inward orifice of 
the womb, which being thereby opened by 
degrees, the membranes are more and more 
extended, but flacken as ſoon as the pains 
ceaſe, and return to the ſame ſtation, with the 
increaſe of the pains, preſſing very hard up- 

on the orifice of the womb; which opening 
thos by degrees, and in a manner unperceiy- 
ed, comes not to its full highth in ſome wo- 
men, but in ſome days; whereas in others it 
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40 5 fly for the Annes of a: luis : In 
ſuch caſes you ſee the membranes or ſkins, Mo . 
which at firſt were no bigger than a hazle- nut, 7 _ 
to extend in a.ſhort time to: the bigneſs of an 
- and in ſome to the bulk of a child's head 1 2 6 
in he outward orifice! of the womb. This 1 
done the membranes or ſkins break, the water 
iſſues forth, and the child preſſed. forward by '* "2 
the mother, and its own ſtrength, follows with . = 
his head foremoſt, till it quite Ain 1 
elf from the womb. 5 
This is the true =o Ad birth or way 
of delivery. Sometimes 5 that thoug 

the child's head appears, yet the unuſual bu . XR 

of its ſhoulders, makes i it Rick 1 in the paſſages, 
and prevents its delivery: in this caſe the 
man · mid wife or midwife muſt proceed win 
great caution; and endeavour, whilſt - the 
pains preſs the child forward, to help its 
coming forth, by laying both hands on the 
head, below the ears, and ſo endeavour to 
dtaw it out in a direct line. In caſe the 
mid wife dreads the hurting of the child, let 
her put both hands 8 child's neck, 
rb thus Prkogm. the delivery without. 4 _ 
127 without Prout bene, 1 know by. ex- 3 
perience, that the . 4 aſtet the head of the 3 
child was paſſed, has ſo cloſely enyeloped te | 
reſt of the body, that without an immediate de- 1 
livery, the child muſt have been choaked. I 
Ken this, . W let Jour finger * 4+ 
9 3 


_ orifice rr 
child, and thus, by ſtretching the orifice, fur 


time. Of this 1 ſawy an inſtanee a few years 
5 Hour in delivering the child after the "head 


it is evident, that a midwife ought 


in imminent danger of a dan 


lected in theſe difficult caſes, there being too 


i gently betwixt tb Jabia or 


edge of the 


ther the birth of che child. I remember 
that in the hoſpital of Paris, ſeveral chil- 
dren were thus loſt. by the noglect of ſome 
young midwives; the fame I have obſerved in 
other places through the infirmity of ſome aged 
mid wives, who tho' other wiſe expert Wen 
wanted ſtrength to bring the child, unde 
theſe circumſtances, into the world in dur 


ago, where the midwife had ſpent a whole 


appeared, but for want of ſtrength, not be- 
ing able to encompaſs the matter, the child 
was choaked before I could be called : whence 
to be of 
à middle age, - becauſe the young ones want 
care and e, and Ws on 088 want 
Ber th ; 528 2716 
Bot though * child 'was dead, 1 proceeded 

in the dehvety for the preſervation of the 
. who without it would have been 
gerous ſickneſs or 

death itſelf. I found the child ſo riveted 
in the womb, that I had occaſion for all my 
ſtrength to bring it into the: world, which 
I did boldly, having no other care to take 
but for the mother, which muſt not be neg- 


ny inſtanoee, that * urinal 3 
gut 


| wing OY: of the  after-hurthen . 


right (after they have heen well eaſed. with | . 4 4 


womb gently 


rind; ; and the after-burthen once looſned, 


cult taſk to reach the after-þurthen wit 
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you find the after-burthen lick cloſe .___ 
hi 34 4 you muſt endeavour to looſen - 4 
1 lame : to effect this, twiſt the navel: 5 
ring twice or thrice about the fingers of | 
your left hand, and with the. lere of your 


gil or freſh butter) ſlide gently +05. 
navel-ſt Ting into the womb, taking  elpeciat 
care not to hurt the orifice of the 1 oh 
5 is very tender at that dme) and at 8 Wo IJ 
e ſame time to keep cloſe to the ſtring — 
Which leads to the after-burthen ; when you 
muſt endeayour Fa. reach the undermoſt part, 
and * yore rs to ſeparate it from the 
bal gradually, as we do hh 7 
the pulp of a China orange from the outward 


bY 


will follow without difficulty by pulling only 
the navel-ſtring. This ought to be done 
with all poſſible expedition for fear the womb <0 
ſhould cloſe up, becauſe then it will be a diff 


your fingers, and conſequently to looſen it ; 
ut in caſe the. ſame 9 itſelf without 


e the midyife need oply. draw it out 
BY gcntly. - 


: 5 
44 423 44 > 


7: 
enn by the navel-ſtring twiſted round the 


Angers 
=_ fore. 5 | Bee. 1 
I.̃bis done, the next thing that falls under 
© your conſideration, is, whether the membranes 
which encloſed the water and the child in 
the. womb, are come forth along with the 
_ after-burthen, for fear if all or any conſider- 
able part of them ſhould be left behind, it 
mhould obſtruct the orifices of the veſſels of 
the womb. However, if only ſome flender 
5 ſhould ſtay behind, you need not be very 
ollicitous upon that ſcore, becauſe daily ex- 
Perience has convinced us that the ſame are 
Faaſily carried off with the purgations, with- 
out any farther danger. I muſt give you this 
for a caution, that when you pull out the af- 
ter-burthen by the navel-ſtring, you muſt do 
it gently, for fear in caſe it ſhould ſtick too 
cloſe to the womb, you ſhould turn it outward, 
a thing that has proved fatal to many wo- 
men. The mother being ſafely delivered of 
the child and after-burthen, if you find little 
+ or no blood to iſſue from the womb, it is 
to be conſidered whether the ſame is not 
coagulated in the womb, or the neck thereof, 
which ſending forth pernicious vapours to the 
head, occaſions /zpotbymics, or ſwooning fits, 
In this caſe the midwife muſt, without delay, 
put her hand gently up to the bottom of the 
womb, to remove the coagulated blood, which 
done, the before-mentjoned ſymptoms ceaſe im- 
e me diately, 


of | her left hand, as we told you be- 


1 
mediately, which otherwiſe might prove fat! 


to the woman. If the blood iſſues in too great 5 
origin to a m̃aſs of coagulated blood, Which 
being removed in the before- mentioned man- 


a quantity, the ſame owes alſo frequen 


ner, before the cloſing up of the womb, the 
flux ceaſes, ee 

The woman being recovered out of her 
ſwooning-fits, ſhe muſt be kept very quiet, 


* 1 2 4 
r 3 „ 
4 + 4 * 1 


without applying unto her any other remedy; © 


(not ſo much as a clyſter) at firſt, except ſome 
broth, and that not much at a time. . In caſe 


the blood continues to flow beyond ens 
you muſt put into the privy parts cloths dipped, | 
in water and vinegar, and apply the ſame al“ 


ſo to the hips, or a plaiſter made of the 


white of an egg, Bole-Armoniac, water, 
and vinegar, well mixt together. The coun- 


try people make uſe of yarn dipped in water 


and vinegar, You muſt let the child-bed 


woman lay very low with her head, giving 
her no other food, but a moderate quantity of 


ſpoon- meat, becauſe the ſtomach being filled | 
with vapours and winds, would be over- 


charged with ſolid food. The immoderate 


flux of the blood being allayed, and the pa- 


tient recovered out of her {wooning-fits, you 
may, in twenty-four hours after, apply a 
clyſter of mallows, althea, vialet-leaves, the 
pellitory of the wall, and. linſeed, boiled 
only in a ſmall quantity of water; the ſame 


you may repeat mornings and evenings; with 


this 


* 8 
” 


* * % * 
q v £ 


HK _ 3 
this diflerence only, that 


— t in e ee 
| morning, you may diflalve three og 
e oſe at e 3 


BR of the bot bann fur | bojled in water. 


evening, | 
webs you may allo, falls f x 
decoction, 1 a clyſter only of bl 
with ſucceſs. If you find the bel 
ed and full of pain,. which proceeds From 
winde, you muſt make uſe of the following 
fſomentation. 
Take the leaves of mallows, althea, of 
violet leaves, the pellitory of the wall, worm- 
wood, motherwort, mercurial, the flowers 4 
camomile and melilot, and linſeeds; boi 
them altogether in fair water, and a ply thee 
thus to the lower region of * or e Fi 
_ Eloths. dipped in the decoction as * 
patient is able to bear it; and renew 79 28 
oſten as it cools. 
In caſe the purgations of the blood are 
ſtopped after the delivery of the woman, 
| which ſending up nauſeous and pernicious va- 
pours to the head, cauſe violent pains there, 
vou muſt ph the onthe * into 
the wm. 
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Take barley, the herb of arthemiſia, mo- 


therwort, wormwood, and melilot, boil them 


5 


| in fair water, and make frequent” injection : 


— 


vou may alſo open a vein, and uſe other re- 


med dies, accamng to tlie diction of a phy- 
ſician. In caſe you find ſome inward parts 
bruiſed or hutt during the 


labour, you may make uſe of the 


deeaction 


Ts 


of barley and chervil, and after. the purga» 
tion ceaſes, add to it one or two of the radix 
yympbit. by way of fomentation, addiggTtwo = 
ounces of honey of roſes to each pint of the _ 
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CHAP. u. 


3 re Methd is 6 be ge in Jon RY 
1 carriages, or when 4 Woman ' 17 delborred 
= :--* ory oy Tims: 

* FP a woman, * having loſt "a month- 
ly times about two months and a half, is 
Teized with a violent flux of blood and pains, 
the beſt way is to have a little patience, to 
ſee whether the ſame is not occaſioned by a 
, falſe conception, which commonly diſcovers 
. itſelf about this time. When the flux ceaſes, 
it is a ſign that the conception 1s looſened, 
and may ſoon be expelled by a clyſter, with- 
out any great trouble to the woman. But in 
caſe the flux continues, you muſt open 4 vein 
in the arm. 
This kind of falſe conception is a membra- 
nous ſubſtance, of the bigneſs of a hen's egg, 
filled with water; whereas a true conception 
contains within its membranous oval body, a 
whitiſh ſubſtance, not unlike a ſilk- worm, 
wherein you may plainly diſtinguiſh the head 
and face, with two ſmall ſpecks, no bigger 
than a pin's head. This conception, whether 
a true or falſe one, being expelled, the flood- 
"XS * of the blood ceaſes immediately; 6 _ 
e 


[us 1] 
caſe the ſame continues, and the delivery 1 
checked, you muſt endeavour to bring it out 
by the he prof your fingers. In caſe you diſ- 
cover by its ſcent that it begins to putrifſy, 
you muſt make uſe of the before: preſcribed 
injection r n mixt with two ounces 
of ſugar. 4 
Por! ES 18 keined. in * Win, Coaeh 
or fifth month of her being with child, with 
an immoderate flux of blood, ſhe muſt keep 
her bed, and (with the advice of a ; phyſi» 
cian) let blood twice or thrice in the am; 
and if notwithſtanding this the flux continues, 
and ſhe evacuates "cio of  coagulated blood, 
you muſt expect nothing elſe but a miſcar- 
riage. This embrio is ſcidam bigger than a 
new-born kitten. In this caſe you need not 
be very ſollicitous about the — 
though the ſame exceeds the embrio in big- 
neſs, becauſe it often remains behind two, 
three, four, and ſometimes more days, and at 
laſt is ſoon. expelled by à clyſter, it being to 
be obſerved, that the after - burthen will, re- 
main uncorrupted fix days, or longer, in the 
womb of a woman of a good habit of body. 
But in caſe you find any ſymptoms. of a fever, 
you had beſt take the advice of a phyſician, 
— you {ball open; a vein in the arm or 
e, $531.26 9 TICALS 7, 
Women 9 theſe. eee are of- 
ten affected with a pain in their breaſts, pro- 
"_ from the debut on of the milk . 


4 


der to 


ng 
and the ** of the flox of the blood. To 
prevent is, you muſt open a vein in the arm 
nent. te that ſide where you are moſt ſenſible 
of the"deftuxion';/ for in; caſe you ſhould: let 
bl6o@ in the foot, you! would draw theſe do- 
flexions-to the womb. However, theſe fymps 
toms are not very frequent, and happen moſt . 
Seen. to women Pp of CY 
ſicion. 15:4 10 : i #19 768 
Ip caſe the flood of the blood continues hh | 
ſuch violenee as to put the man in danget 
ef her Hfe, after ſhe has been with child for 
ſeveral months, and finds the uſual figns and 
ftoms of travail; you muſt the 
„as the only. Os to: fave: both the 
Wewer and child. 
The — cee or bidete 
having their hands all over with ail, 
dr freſh butter, muſt endeavour to bring in one 
finger to the inward orifice of the womb, 
which, if you find ſoft and chin, you may pro- 
5 cred In your work, but if otherwiſe; you muſt 
Have patiencs till you find it opened; then you 
muſt put in one finger firſt, afterwards a fe- 
cond, and then a third, which you muſt ſtrive 
to extend or open by degrees, as we do with 
the ferew, called the fpeculum matricis, in or- 
open ſaceeffively the innermoſt orifice 
of the womb, and open a way for the whole 
hand to reach within the womb itſelf, where 
feeling the membranes that encloſe the child, 
_ muſt pinch them thro' with the * 


% 


=> 


4189 


6f your fingers; (which you "nay a ay 
and putting Y br Hand to. the — end, rake | 
Hold, if poſfible, of the feet (Horwithſianding 
{bifie of the other parts fhould Hrſt offet chent⸗ 
ſelves 9 2nd the alle being brought out, bap- 
tize them immediately wit ren water, ; 
theſe words, Child, 7 Wee thee ( alive) in 
the num bf the Father, the Son, and tbe Hu 
Ghoft ; which done, proceed if the meſt co. 
nent way of delivering the woman. In caſosſ 
the child comes wrong, and the flood con- 
nues; in cafe the head cannot paſs by reaſon of 
its bulk, neither can you tors at it to turn it} 2 
Von muſt conſider whether the child be dend 4 
or alive, or whether the mother, as well as ih I 
 ehild, are in danger of their lives; you muſt 
then have recourſe to manual operation, and 
endeavdur to bring forth the child win the 
help of a hook; With this - proviſo; However; 
not to proceed to this operation befbre all 
other means have been tried in vain, and that 
ou ate aſſuted that the child is dead, and che 
other in imminent danger; without theſe 
two citcumſtances, you VE: never to [proceed 
to this operation. 
After mature confillevation; a0 taking 0 
care for the patient's ſoul, the 3 — 
muſt thruſt his left hand into the vagina, 
ſheath, or entrance, and ſo further in to the 
neck of the womb, putting his hand betwixt 2 
| that and the bead of the child (ſuppoſing it 
ſticks by reaſon of the bulk of the head) ang 


with 


. 


4 


nich a ſyringe or any * means, ſpout ſome 
= - water upon the head, to ſerve inſtead of 

iim in ſuch an emergency. This done, 

. man- midwife, with the conſent of the _ 5 
man and her huſband, may proceed in his 
work, and with his right hand bring the 

| hook, with the pointed end forwards, alon 'S 

che palm of his left hand (in the vagina, or 

entrance of the womb) to the extremities of 
bis fingers, where they touch the child's head, 
and by this means faſten the hook into one part 
or other of the head, as it may be done with 

| moſt conyeniency ; for, conſidering that it is 

1 not in the man- mid wife's power at all times to 

faſten the hook where he pleaſes, he muſt do 

as well as he can, but endeavour always to 

fix it in the hindmoſt part of the head. Af- 
= ter you have taken | ſure hold with the hook, 
you muſt pull on, and draw it towards you- 

4 with the right hand, and guide it with the 
; left; and in caſe, the bone where the hook 
is fixed ſhould break; as it often happens, vou 
muſt endeavour to faſten it again in another 

of the head, and ſo pull it out in a ſtrait 

line, and afterwards pull out the reſt of the 

body with the help of both your hands. If 

the bead! is of ſo extraordinary a bigneſs, as to 

require more than ordinary ſtrength to pull 

it out, I can give you no better advice, than 

to follow the ſame method I made uſe of in 
ſuch a caſe, in the hoſpital of Paris in 1659, in 

the preſence of the phyſicians of the * 


e 1 ” 1 

atid Mr. Caſtagnet, my brother ſurgron. For, 
being all agreed in opinion that the child 
was dead; I took a hook: of eight or ten inches 
long, and putting the ſame along my left 
hand, faſtened it within the ſeam of the 


ſkull. After the woman was delivered, we | 


found ſome mou of the child putrify d, ſo 
that without operation, the woman muſt 
infallibly have eh, it being:our-oplbion be- 
fore, that liche vis but d a 58 of her 
life. „ „ fg 

Upon 0 ts L Waibel all 
men-midwives, to examine and duly repreſent 
the danger of the patient to the ſtanders = 
as' they tender their reputatibn, it Being ce 
tain that ſuch like operations as this — 
performed without great viokenoe; for cither the 
hole or the bones of the child's head, which 
are often pointed and as ſharp as 4 raror, may 
— wound the womb; therefore a man- 
midwife ought to act witty great circus 
tion in ſuch a cafe, and to be careful in the 
removing of theſe bones, for fear of 3 
the bladder or great gut. For which purpoſe, 
after you have well paired your nails, you muſt 
with your fingers ſeparate and take out the bro- 
ken bones, ſo as not to wound the vagina or 
entrance, or the bladder, which otherwiſe 
prove the cauſe of dangerous ſymptoms. Af- 
ter you have cleared the paſſage of all the mor- 
ſels of bones, you muſt take hold with one 
hand, on che ſkin of the child's head, ad 1. 

, C | wi 


with the other you. take it under the armpits, 
and ſo draw it out; but if you can turn the 
child ſo as to lay hold of the feet, it is much 
better, that being the ſafeſt way both for the 
mother and child. 5 
T heſe beforementioned ſymptoms frequently | 
happen to women at the firſt time of their 
lying-in, by reaſon of the ſtraitneſs of theſe | 
parts. The cauſe thereof alſo often depends 
on the weakneſs of the child, which not being 
able to further its birth, produces a tedious 
and heavy labour, and ſometimes convullions 
in the mother. After ſuch a labour wherein 
the privy parts of the woman have been brui- 
ſed» by the hook or otherwiſe, you muſt let 
te woman reſt at leaſt for-twelve hours to 
recover her ſtrength, after which you may 
bathe or foment the affected parts, with a de- 


| coction made of fair water, of -barley .and 


—— a handful each. If you find any ＋ 

2 utrefaction (as it often happens) you may 
without fear rub the corrupted parts very well 
with ſea water; and in caſe that proves inſuffi - 
cient, you muſt boil two ounces of the round Ari- 
ſtolochy- root cut in ſlices in a pint of white wine, 
to the remnant of two-thirds, and add to it a lit- 
tle ſugar; with this decoction you muſt bathe 
your patient eight or ten times in twenty - four 
hours. Women after ſuch a labour, being ſome- 
times afflicted with a looſeneſs and a fever, 


you muſt apply the following clyſter; worm- 


wood, motherwort, flowers of camomil and 
5 . melilot, 


* 


„ 5 . 
melilot, the ſeed of coriander, of each a bank 


ful boiled in water. Or elſe you may make. 


uſe of the decoction of mallows, antes, vi- 
olet leaves, ſenecion, and the tops of white 
- poppies, without honey. You muſt conſtantly 
ply the patient with ſuch like clyſters, which 
ou may prepare alſo only of whey without 
key y, or make 'uſe of fine r e 
boil'd with water and the yolks of egg 
of the decoction of a ſheep's-head wi 80 F 
tops of white poppies, ee to * direc- | 
tion of Cd ARE b cot: RR 
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7 Herieves the child cbmes with the fad 
\. foremoſt; you may lock upoir it as not 
much receedin g from a natorai birth, which 
however muſt be managed with a great deal of 
| tenderneſs and circumſpection, by reaſon of 
its dangerous conſequences: for, if the man- 
- midwife or midwife goes about to promote the 
birth by* the help of their fingers, it often 
happens that they ſpoil one, if not both the 
eyes of the child, To avoid this, you muſt 
with your fingers, very gently diſcover what 
rt of the face offers inet firſt to your touch, 
whether the mouth, the noſe, the eyes, the 
forehead or chin; but take this for a general 
rule, that, if you find the face foremoſt, to 
have patience, and not to be too buſy with your 
fingers, unleſs it be to anoint the paſſage with 
freſh butter, to render it the more en * 
and conſequently the more eaſy for the child. 
For in this eaſe the fingers do more harm than 
good, both to the mother and child, and prove 
more troubleſome than the labour itſelf, which 


differs but very little from a natural _ 
3 


* 


vail, except that the face af the child com- 
monly appears black, which is eaſily zemoyed 
by applying a mixture of red wine, oil of 
' ſweet almonds, and hypericon; in this ou 
may dip a thin cloth, and lay it to the face; 
but have a care not to tauch the Ses, for fear | 
of making them itch. This delivery is very 
trauhleſome to the woman, becauſe the privy , 
parts are mare extended in this than in any 
other birtb. As for the after-busthen, the 
ſame muſt be brought forth by the ame method 


nat to pull with too much violence by the na- 
vel⸗-ſtring, for fear the fame ſhould break off 
cloſe to the aſter- bhurthen, and ſo prove of 
dangerous conſequence. I knew a certain 
taylar's wife, who had the bottom of the 


ſilful midwife, who daoking upon the after- 
hurthen, and finding part of the membranes 
wanting, put her hand again into the orifice 

of the womb, where finding the bottom of the 
womb inverted, and miſtaking the ſame for a 
mole or ſuperfetation, continued pulling with 
all her ſtrength, till finding the woman ready 
to ſwoon by the exceſſive flooding, ſhe ſends 
for / me; I being immediately convinced how _ 
the matter ſtood, reduced the womb to its 
natural poſition, and the woman recovered 
from her ſwooning fits; but being afterwards 
ſeized with an inflammation of thoſe parts, died 


not many days after; I believe ſhe 3 
| | | en 


C3 


wamb' pulled quite to the grifice by an un- 


[ 22 ] 8 
deen ſaved had the womb been reflored i im- ö 
mediately. 


— in caſe it homes that ſome part 
ww the membranes belonging to the after-bur- 


then remain behind, the midwife need not be 


very anxious upon that ſcore, provided the 
| flooding continues, and is not ſtopt by clods of 


blood, or the remaining pieces of the mem- 


5 branes : in ſuch a caſe you' muſt, as gently'as 
poſſibly you can, ſearch for them at the bottom 
of the 4 and if find them beyond 

| your reach, apply the Slowing clyſter: 


Mallows, marſh-mallows, vellitory of the 


wall, linſeed, a handful of each, boil them 
In fair water ; you may alſo. add a handful of 
wild exeunbets.; ; add to the decoction three 
ounces of honey, the ſame quantity of oil of 
olives, of the double catholicon and rhubarb 
an ounce of each. Vou may alſo, with the 
advice of her phyſician or man- mid wife, pot 
ſome | juice of oran ges in her broths. 
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What Method is to be taken when the. Feet " > 
the Child, or "when the Buttocks come fore- _ 


moſt, 


F the FIX of the child come Comme. 7 


ö [ * 


you muſt take care to baptize them im- 
mediately, which done ſearch the inward ori- 
-fice of the womb, which if you find thick and 
not open as yet, you muſt not be too haſty, 


nor hazard any violent delivery of the child, 


but ſtay till the womb is ſufficiently opened 


to afford a paſſage for the birth. I will not 


enlarge further upon this head at preſent, 
becauſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſay more of 


it in the following obſervations, as likewiſe 
of the other, when the buttocks of the child 
come foremoſt ; which, beſides the natural 


ſhape of thoſe parts, diſcovers itſelf after the 
breaking of the membranes, and the voiding 
of the water, by a certain black excrement 


(call'd by the vulgar fort, pitch, and by the. 


_ Greeks, Meconium) being in effect nothing elſe 
than the natural groſs excrement of the guts. 


In ſuch a caſe as this, you muſt not be im- 


patient, for though the labour proceeds very 
ſlow, yet it is not much more difficult than a 


natural birth: whence it is that our midwives. 


C4 „ 


{ 44 1] 
ſay by way of proverb, That where the buttocks 
car pal the head will fallow of courſe. The 
polition of the child in this caſe is doubled, 
with his thighs upon the belly, and the paſ- 
ſage being once opened for the buttocks by the 
reiterated pains, the head follows without 
much trouble. You muſt take hold of the 


feet (as ſoon as they come out) an afterwards 
of the ſhoulders and head. 


4 


, 7 
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F the hand comes firſt, you muſt endea-. 
2 vour to puſh it back again; but in eaſe t 
you find the inward orifice of the womb ne- 
ther ſufficiently opened, nor ſoft enough, 9 . 
muſt keep the hand of the child ſo long in 
che neck ef the womb, till you find the open 
ing wide enough to afford a e for dhe 
hand of the man- mid wife or midwite, in order 
to turn the child. In caſe the arm of the chili 
comes forth beyond che neck of the womb, 
vyou muſt wrap the ſame up immediately in a 
warm cloth dipped in warm red wine, (after 
you have baptized it) and then endeavour 40 
reduce it within the neck of the womb. 
But if you find no poſſibility of (bringing 
it back, and yet the womb ſufficiently open, 
you muſt endeavour to get your hand along 
the arm of the child, and its body to the 
thighs, and ſo to the feet, in order to draw 
them out of the womb, which, if you are able 
to effect, is the moſt ſecure way; but if not, 
you muſt bring out the foot and leg you 
have taken hold of firſt, which as it comes for- 
ward, the arm draws backwards, the other 6 
foot lying cloſe to the child's belly, after the | 
| 1 _ _ fame 


"* {Je 26- ] 
ſame manner, as when the child i is born wb 
the buttocks foremoſt. : | 
So ſoon as one or both the feet are come 

forth, you muſt wrap them in a cloth, for your 
hands being greaſy they might lip into the 
womb again: afterwards you muſt take care 
firſt of the ſhoulders, and then of. the head, 
and if you find the laſt to ſtick, you muſt con- 
vey your fingers into the child's mouth, and 
endeavour to draw it out thus gently, laying 
your other hand in its neck, yet ſo as to be 
very. careful not_ to. choak the child, or 
the trunk of the body from the head ; which 
laſt if it ſhould: hoes (as it will ſometimes) 
you. muſt inceſſantly bring your hand forward 
to the bottom of the womb (without pulling 
it out before) for in caſe. the orifice of the 
womb. ſhould cloſe, you would find it a hard 
taſk to bring your hand into it. But after 
have brought it in, you muſt fix a hook 
into the head, and ſo endeavour to draw i it out 


a8 Seth as poſiibly you can "I 
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| What Method is to be followed, in caſe divers © 
Paris of the Child come forth at onee, . © Wo 


F the navel-ſtring comes firſt, you muſt en- 
deayour to keep it jnward, after you have 
>mented the ſame with a warm cloth 8 = 
in warm wine. The danger in' this WW = 2 
that unleſs. the child is born ſoon after, it is 
choaked by the ſtring in its paſſage. ' But in 
caſe the child comes with the belly foremoſt, and 
the navel-ſtring appears, you muſt take the firſt 
opportunity of turning the child, as is uſual 
in ſuch caſes where the child does not come 
forth according to the uſual courſe of nature. 
If the ſhoulder comes foremoſt, you muſt pro- 
ceed according to the inſtructions I have given 
you in the following obſervations. If one foot 
and the head ſhould come at once, you muſt 
roceed with great circumſpection; for if the © 
whey opens the paſſage and advances moſt; you 2 
muſt keep back the foot, and promote the 
coming forth of the head as the pains encreaſe. Ry 
But for the further particulars hereof; I will re- 
fer myſelf to the enſuing obſervations. 


L 


*. 
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orion 3 


The Dali very 4 4 Gbild with the Baule 6 


\CTOBER the 7th, 1664, 1 4 
ed à gentle woman in Crafs-ltreet near 
Ta — 3 I found her. exceflive 
weak, the membranes broken, the water 
gone, and the pains decreaſing. Having greal- 
8 — et — freſh butter, I ſearched the 
womb, by bringing my 2 along the neek 
of it, and fnding che child coming with the 
buttocks foremoſt, I anointed my hand all 
over, and leying the weman croſs the bed, 
ordered a Woman on each ſide to take hold of 
her knees and legs, and a third to hold her 
ſhoulders and head: this being the moſt con- 
venient poſture to deliver a woman in bard 
een "bis Je 1 brought u) M ind 
the womb, where meeting with the child's 
3 J guided my hand along the au. 
ſo along the | thighs to the foot; 1 
— hold of . it and brought it out, my hands 
being beſmeared with the black excrements I 
mentioned before; I pulled out the feet with 


the _ of ſome warm cloaths wrapt about 
them, 


chert, fot feu they oa hp ont of ny my hands, 
Having drawn it ont to the ſhontders, with fin- 


t cr t6' ſive the arne from bemg Burt, 1925 
I pur my left Hand en the neck, and the r. 


of facrum, T was forced to put my fingers" im 

its mouth ; which ſucceeded according. to ex- 
pectaeion, for the child was born f and 
the ee ad vey wells” * 


ob ie II. ; _ 


ir Due of « nan fande with = 


Jer OBER EY 10 1 was lud de 
to à gentlewoman who feckoned to hu 
been big with child near eight months; I foumd 
Her excefiive weak, fo as to be ſcarce able to 
| and mach dejected, having been afflict- 
ed with a continued violent flux of blood for 
elpht days I aſked the midwife what remedies 
| ſhe had made uſe of, who told me that ſhe pro- 
ſevetal things, but thus were not 1 
sd of by the patient, who being now in im- 
minent danger of Eil by her own obſti- 
ſent for a , who having giver her 
the Auchariſt, an extreme unction, I told her 
fpouſe, that the only way to fave her life; was 


* 2 
J | to 
; | ; ; 
, . 


the breaſt; or che chil fopping at ths 


I 
to deliver her immediately, though after all 1 
would not engage for her life, yet aſſuring him 
that I had ſaved divers women in the fame. 
condition in the hoſpital of Paris: he begged. 
of me to try my utmoſt ſkill, which I being 
unwilling to comply with, without the advice 
of a phyſician, they ſent a coach for Dr. Bray- 
er, but it being late at night, he refuſed to 
come, yet ſent me an anſwer to the letter I 
had writ to him, leaving the whole manage- 
ment of the matter to my diſcretion, of which 
he hoped to ſee the iſſue the next day. 

At the epcouragement of the phyſician, hav- 
ing anointed my fingers and hand with freſh 
butter, I put it into the neck of the womb, 
whence I brought forth many clods of coagula- 
ted blood, and coming to the inward orifice, 
1 found the ſame opened to the bigneſs of a 
French crown piece, and of the thickneſs only 
of a twelfth part of an inch. Thus entering 
further with my fingers, I perceived a ſpongi- 
ous ſubſtance, which at firſt I miſtook for clods 
of blood, but ſoon found it to be the placente 
uterina, which having ſeparated gently from 
the womb, I broke the membranes which 
were full of water : after I had once taken 
hold of the child's feet, I delivered the wo- 


man, but the child was dead. We ordered 


the child-bed-woman - ſtrengthening medi- 
cines, which were approved the next morning 
by Dr. Brayer, who preſcribed alſo a nouriſhing 

diet and emollient clyſters, by the help * 


: | 
* ; 


1 


r | 
of the woman was reſtored to her former 
health, except that for a conſiderable time af- 
ter ſhe was afflicted with violent pains in the 

7 head ; it being rarely ſeen that- women eſcape | 
theſe pains after ſuch a delivery, which, with- - 
out the ſingular application of Dr. Brayer, would 
have proved of much worſe'conſequence,  *' 


bend e E SEES GH EH en 


OBSERVATION III. 


' the Eighth Month, who died afterwar 


The Delivery of a Woman at the os wars, 9 
if I 
_ the Small Pox. ED 


HE 16th of October, 1664, I was ſent 
for to a gentlewoman, who at the be- 
ginning of the eighth month of her being with 
child, being ſeized with a moſt violent pain 
in her hips, I ſearched her, but found no ſymp- 
toms of 'an approaching labour: I apply'd her 


a clyſter, and by the advice of her phyſician, © 


ſhe was let blood, but without any effect. 
The next day phlebotomy was adminiſtred 
again, which produced ſo good an effect, that 
the pains increaſing, ſhe was happily deliver-' 
ed. of a ſon, who was baptized in the church 
of St, Nicholas: but on the fourth day after 
her delivery, the pain returned, and on a ſud- _ 
den the ſmall pox appeared, and increaſed ſo 


G 


11 

ouſly, that her head ſwelled 1d 4 vt 
gnels, and in a ſew days put an end to her 
ni. E thought fir to in 3 
to ſerve as — . women in child: bed 
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The Db of 2 Arm five 
| Cog CO 5 


£ 


HE ad of November 1664, being ſent | 
for to a gentlewoman in the new ſtreet 


5 be St. Mederick, I found the arm of the child 


without the womb': having anointed my hand 
with freſh butter, and baptized the arm, L 
endeavoured to reduce it into the womb, but 
in vain, for being much ſwelled within the 
neck of the womb, I could not purſas my 
deſign for fear of breaking it. I therefore 

hand along the arm of the child in- 


put my 
to the? wotnb, but not without great difficul- 


ty and paifi to myſelf and the woman, by rea- 


ſon of the fwelling of the arm. This occa- 


ſioned a ſudden accident, for while I was 
ſearching. for the feet, and endeavouring to 
turn the child, my hand was ſeized with ſuch. 

a be- 
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+ benumbedneſs,, that I had not the leaſt: mo- 
tion left in my fingers; which being occafion- 


ed by the ſtraitneſs of the innermoſt; orifice of 
the womb, I was forced to have a little pa- 


tience, till the orifice being ſomewhat dilated, 


and a free\paſſage afforded to the ſpitits (as 
we ſee in the looſening of a band about our 


arm) the natural motion returned by degrees; 


ſo moving forward gently; I took hold of the 
feet, and as theſe were drawn forward, the 


arm and hand naturally was drawn inward 


again; I obſerved the child's heels turned tos 


wards the great gut, and the toes to the blad⸗ 
der, which made me turn it, for fear it thould 3 


in its paſlage*fiick at the os ſacrum, and choak 
the child; tho at the ſame time I am ſenfible; 
it is not always in the power of a man- mid- 
wife to turn the child. ; 

| This being of an extraordinary bigneſs, did 
Nick in the paſſage at the ſhoulders; but Tlooſ- 
ned the fame by bringing my fingers along 


both arms above the ſhoulders ; which done, 


I put my left hand to the breaſt to uphold it, 
and my right to the neck to bring it out with 
the more ſtrength: The child proved {6 


bulky, that the midwife was forced to aſſiſt 


me in holding it up, and I drew it forward in 


a ſtrait line with all the ſkill and Rrength - 


I was maſter of, but without ſucceſs, which 


obliged me to put two of my fingers of the 
left hand into the child's mouth, and to take 
hold of . jaw- bones, before I could 


. AC=- 


. 


4 
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caccompliſh the delivery of the child, which 
_.. -; en a luſty daughter. _ 
= Finding the after-burthen to remain cloſe | 


to the womb, I brought my right hand along 
tte navel-ſtring (faltened — the fingers of 
my left) to the bottom of the womb, and ſe- 

rating the ſame from the womb, ſhe fol- 
wed without any difficulty; ſhe had but 
little flooding at rl but by the help of two 
ounces of the: beſt ſallad oil, mixed with a 
little ſugar, and the uſe of ſome good broth, it 
ſucceeded much better afterwards, We alſo 
"order'd her every morning and evening a cly- 
ſter of mallows, althea, violet-leaves, pellito- 
ty of the wall, linſeed, and three ounces of 
honey, ſometimes wich and mans without 

5 honey, by turns. 


. 


OssERVATION V. 


We Delivery 4 Child with. the Blow fore- 


255 moſt. 
[ de * Tas . 


\HE 16th of November 4664. I was 
18 called to a woman in the Helmet-ſtreet ; 
a 1 * the elbow without the exterior or 
,. outward orifice of the womb; but for fear of 


1 Ms one of the knees for the elbow, I 
.—_ | brought 


U 35 13.4 


brought n my hand within the- a orifice, _ 15 


when . the remaining part of the 


arm, I reduced it backwards gently, and the 


water being not quite diſcharged out of the 


membranes, the moiſtneſs of the parts ſtood 


me in good ſtead, in turning of the child. 
This done I took hold of the feet, and hav- 
ing brought them to the outward orifice, 
I baptized them, and wrapping them in 
warm linnen cloths, pull'd the child (which 
was very luſty and lively) towards me in a 
direct line, to the ſhoulders, taking care to 
bring out alſo the arms, which did not” 


follow immediately. This done, I put my 


left hand to its neck, and my right to the 
| breaſt, and thus making uſe of — or the 
other as occaſion required, the head followed 
without oppoſition, the Palliges being ſuffici-7.. 
ently opened before. 

But coming to the after-burthen, I founid 
the ſame faſtned to the womb, ſo that I was: 


forced to ſeparate the ſame by bringing my 


right hand dag the navel-ſtring to the bot- 
tom of the womb, whilſt I held the- ſtci 


with my leſt. In caſe the after-burthen is 
not ſo cloſely fixt to the wamb, you may 


ſpare this trouble to the woman, for it will 


follow by only pulling the navel.ſtring gently 
and by degrees; I ſay gently, for fear of invet- 
ting the womb, and drawing it along with the _ 
ſtring : of which more PS in the 76th | 


D 2 | After | 


obſervation, 


After the woman was dclivvted; I ordered 
her to be well rubbed and covered with hot 
cloths ; becauſe ſhe had been ſenſible of an ex- 
ceſſive cold from the beginning of her labour, 
a thing very uſual, and the common fore- runner 
of the approaching travail. I alſo ordered a 
warm cloth to be put into her privities, to keep 
out the cold air, which otherwiſe often ſtops the 
neceſſary flooding or after-purgations, bloats 
the womb, and cauſes other troubleſome ſymp- 
toms : but care muſt be taken not to ſtop up 
the orifice of the womb, which would hin- 
der the flooding, and conſequently occaſion 

ſwooning fits in the woman, by the vapours 
of the putrify'd blood: however our woman 
was very 1 N in her purgations. 
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O VI. 


ry Delivery of a Chill, the Heal 5 hereof 
fuckin $4 Womb after the coming forth of 
the whole Boch. : 


Tu 20th of Jaly 1665, I was ſent for to 
#2 a woman in White-Bread-ſtreet. I found 

the whole body of the child 'come forth to the 
neck, which was ſo cloſely fixt within the in- 
ward orifice of the womb. that the child was 


_— | choak'd, 


4 2 as 


chodk'd, and quite dead when 1 Tbe 


midwife had done her duty to accompliſh the 
delivery, which had a promiſing aſpect at firſt, 
but finding her ſtrength inſufficient, this, to- 


gether with her being upbraided by the — 5 


— had put her into ſuch a conſternation, that 


ſhe ſcarce knew what ſhe did; the woman's 
I told them 
that theſe were wrong methods to be uſed 
ſt they 
were employed in ſuch dangerous caſes. 
turn'd quite black, L lipt the 


huſband threatning to kill her. 
with a man- wid wife or midwife. whil 


The child. being 
fingers of my left hand along the neck of the 
womb, and finding the innermoſt orifice 
(where the child ſtuck) ſettled very low, I with 
much ado got my fingers within it, which 


done I widened: the orifice. by degrees, at the 
ſame; time upholding the breaſt of the child 
The face of the child 
being towards the guts, I put my right hand 


with the ſame hand. 


to the neck, drawing gently in a ſtrait line, 
for fear of pulling the womb: out og | 
with the head of the child. 

I alſo ordered the mic and the ut 
to lift up the woman, by the help 


in this. 


gers in the ear and mouth, I accompliſhed the 
delivery, being very well ſatisfied before- 
hand, that there were not the leaſt ſigns of 
life in the child, This way is very Uſeful, 


3 and 


of a 
doubled table- cloth put under her buttocks; 
poſture I advanced in my work (which 5 
1 could not do before) and faſtning my fin- 


i 
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8 and the moſt commedious. in all hard la- 
| bours. 3 
Wilſt I was getting out the after Eichen, | 


I found ſome part of it remaining behind cloſe 
to the womb, which I was forced to loofen 
with my hand fliding gently along the na- 
vel-ſtring, and to =P it out; for in caſe 
any confiderable part thereof ſhould ſtay be- 
hind, it would cauſe dangerous ſymptoms to 
1 ae woman, which you may prevent, by bring- 
forth the ſame with the help of your hand, 
which may be brought into the womb gent- 
5 (even if it ſhould cloſe up after the birth) 
provided you proceed gradually: for your 
nd being leſs than the child, the parts — 2 
pery, and for the moſt part benumbed, 
may perform this taſæ without much neu. 
ty and pain. But have a care your nails be 
very Wel pair d, and that the woman does 
not ſtrain or preſs downwards, which may 
occaſion a bearing down of the woinb, or at 
mage a relaxation. 
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Te De of a Gili firing 22 — 
"the Kere Pare of the Shoulder feng. 


T an of Auguſt 16655 3 
to a woman in labour in the i 

ſtreet, the midwife told me, I was liki 7 to 
meet with à difficult taſk, which proved tis 
in the event. The woman complained of en- 
ceſſive pains; and the water contained in 
the membranes, was voided before. Ibe 
poor woman declared, that ſhe: had never felt 9 
ſach pains in all her life. At which I was net 
urprized, confidering it was her firſt 


much f 
child, the delivery of which proves rally 
more difficult han in other: OT 3 
parts are already een "oy procecing 2: 
bittus. © 
However I brought in my ünger along the 
neck of the womb, which, — — the 
inward orifice, I found quite ſtopp'd up with 
the-ſhoulder of the child; but for fear of a 
miſtake, I let my * go deeper within the 
orifice (after I had ſufficiently greaſed them 
with 4 of ſweet almonds) —— I could 3 
plainly diſtinguiſh the n the W 


D 4 the Js. 
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U 4 1 
the ſhoulder-blade, and the arm « the child, 
Finding it in this poſture, I repreſented the 
danger both of the child and the woman tg 
her friends, ho defired me to do my utmoſt, 
and what I judged moſt convenient in reliev- 
ing the woman (which was always: to be firſt | 
„ l with as Nag e as PR 
IT went then to- 8 and ee my 
hand as gently as could be done to the bot- 
tom of the womb, I found the child ſunk 
il, 


deep, which made me endeavour to rai 
fitſt by diſentangling the arm, and head, 
which ſtuck in the paſſage together with the 
ſhoulder; but finding this impracticable for 
fear of hurting the mother, I made ſhift to 
bring out the arm, which I, baptized: then 
guiding my hand along the arm 9 the child 
into the womb, and ſo farther along its body, 
thighs and legs, in ſearch of the feet, Lat 
laſt got hold of them; and as I drew them to- 
wards me, the arms receded back by degrees 
into the place where the feet had been before; 
but all this being not to be dane without ſome 
violence, the child was in imminent danget of 
its life : nothing being more frequent than to 
ſee the poor babes W r a the abitene 
of labour. 
But to return to ours. Awg talen all poſe - 
fible care to turn its toes towards the guts, 
and the heels towards. the bladder, I pull d it 
out to the ancles, and __ of the reſt of the 
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5 0 4 i B | | 
body ſoon ;after : then adyanging with a 
hand to the ſhoulders, and having brought out, 

the arms, I put my left hand to its e 
and the right to its neck, which ſuce cceeded io. 
well, that the child came — 4 vith⸗ 
out being mangled in the leaſt. The after: 

burthen following immediately; I rubbed the 

child all over with cloths. dipped. in warm 

wine, mixt with ſome freſh, butter, to refreſh. © 6 

its ſpirits and natural heat; for which pure, 

poſe 1 alſo put ſome bruiſed. onions to its no- 

ſtrils, and ſpouted a little wine into the mouth. 
noſtrils, eyes, and cars, with ſo good ſucceſs, 
that the child was entirely reyived for that 
time, but died not long after, being quite 
ſpent during the labour; the more, becauſe 

L.itook- all the carp. I could e to hurt e | 
mother, my 

The woman I deen two ounces * ſyrup 
of maiden-hair, mixed with the juice of three 
ſour oranges, and an ounce of oil of ſweet 


. almonds, to promote the flooding ; and two 


hours after ſhe took a cup of broth. The 
next day we applied a clyſter of the decoc- 
tion of the leaves of mallows, althea, of vio» 
lets, and pellitory of the wall, a handful - 
each, mixed with three ounces of honey; 

which being repeated the following days, ne 
began to mend apace; but being troubled with 
the milk-fever (owing its origin to the great 

quantity of milk flowing to the breaſts), we 
checked the ſame by ing quilts of cotton 


? _  ypon 


4 1 


vpon the breaſts, which need not be changed 
very often, for fear of catching cold, which 
— a "Coagulation of the 'milk, inflam- 
mations, and exulcerations in the bens, 
which are generall vented ee 
them well covered. f fe er the * 95 
ve fomented the pri — with a decoction 
of batley and cel which was reiterated 
every fixth bour; and every t third hour ſhe 
took a little chicken-broth, with ſome veal 
and a little mutton boiled in it. On the 
ſeventh day we allowred her ſome toaſted bread 
in her broth, by which means ſhe recovered 
beyond expectation, conſidering her late hard- 
Mhips; it being certain, that ſuch deliveries as 
theſe ought to be looked upon as in a manner 
miraculous, and 2 8 by the hands” of 
Providence. ae , : 
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HE 19th of Auguſt; being fp nid 
_ gentlewoman in labour, 1 found the 
midwiſe, who was very old, quite amazed at 
che bulk of the woman's: belly, which "was. 

very exceſſive. I ſearched her, and finding the 
water already gone, began to there 
were no leſs than two children. The firſt 
thing that preſented itfelf, was an arm of a 
child, which I endeavouring to thruſt back 
ward, but in vain, I guided my hand gently 
along the arm and the child's body to the 
feet, one of which I took Hold of, and draw 
ing it out of the womb, the child turned, and 
the arm receded backwards as the leg came 

forth to the knee. Then I found the tight 
foot to lay croſs the middle of the outſide of 
the left thigh, in the inward orifice of the 
womb. This made me ſtop, for fear of 
breaking the bone of that leg, if I had been 
too haſty; ſo guiding my hand as gently as 
could be _—_ the leg (come out before) 
and thigh, I removed the foot that lay acroſs 


thence, 


43 


41 
thence, and ſo out of the womb, till I could 
pull it out by both the feet together, a thing 
, conſtantly to be obſerved in our practice. For 
the reſt, it is to be obſerved, that generally 
; ſpeaking,..you.need not be very ſollicitous to 
ſearch for the other leg, after the eoming out 
of the firſt, For I — frequently obſerved in 
che many deliveries made in our hoſpital of 
Paris, 1660, 1663, by Mrs. Moreau pay Mrs, 
France, both very experienced midwives, that 
whenever one of the child's legs is come out, 
they never ſearch after the other, (unleſs in ſuch 
caſes as this) it being certain, that the woman 
is thus delivered with much leſs pain, than 
when you put your hand ſo often within the 
womb, and the child is alſo not put to ſo much 
hardſhip : ' whereof more anon, when we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak of the child's coming 
weil its fundament foremoſt. 
Both the legs of the child being come out, 
I wrapt+them in ſoft cloths, and ſo drew out 
the whole body, which followed without much 
5 difficulty, except that it did ſtick a little at 
 . the head; but laying one of my hands upon 
the breaſt, and the other upoꝶ the neck, it 
ſucceeded very well, and proved a luſty boy. 
As I was buſy in, fetching out the after-bur- 
then, the continuation of the pains in the wo- 
man, and the extenſion of the membranes 
preſſed downwards by the water, ſoon con- 
vinced me, there was another child at hand. 
Jain mage me tie immediateſy two knots 10 
111 the 
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the navel-ftring of the firſt born WO which 
I cut thro' betwixt the two knots, without 
which the mother as well as the child would 
have been much impaired-by the loſs of blood. 
The knots are made by the means of a four 
on twiſted yarn, having a knot. on each 
this thread you muſt wind twice round 
— —— and then tie very cloſe with 
a knot, ſo as to ſtop the paſſage of the blood, 
for in caſe it- ſhould leon," it mn e, 
the life of the child. 
If you find more than one child, you. myſt 
infallibly take care to tie theſe knots in two 


laces in the navel-ſtring, viz. one above tw-CoÜ]ʃ 


inches breadth above the navel of the child, 
and the other two inches farther towards 
that part of the navel-ſtring which is faſt- 
ned to the after-burthen, cutting afterwards 
the ſame betwixt both © theſe. knots, to ſtop 
the effuſion of blood, and this muſt be done 
before you fetch out the after-burthen. Both 
theſe knots are intended for the ſame purpoſe, 
the firſt to prevent the loſs of blood in the 
child, which would occaſion its death, where- 
of there are ſeveral inſtances. The ſecond an- _ 
ſwers the ſame end in ſtopping. the blood 
from flowing out of the other part, to the 
prejudice of the mother; beſides that, in caſe 
of twins, the laſt child would be very much 
| weakened or perhaps periſh by the loſs of 
blood; and the mother fall into ſwooning- 
fits, or be in danger of her life. There 


” _ re inſtances enough of many 
= '- Have been loſt by the 'cowardice of their 
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way 
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- midwives, who wanting courage to deliver 
the ſecond child, have left the poor mothers. 
deſtitute to their utter deſtruction. Theſe 
two knots have alſo this further uſe, that by 


3 | Keeping the blood in the after-burthen, the 


© fame appears more florid to the fight 
But to return to the ſecond child: I found 


I 2 | the membranes ſwell'd by the preſſing down 
| _ of the water, to the bigneſs of a child's head, 


or rather like a pig's bladder filled with water. 


Theſe being born down below both the ori- E 


fices of the womb, I opened the fame with a 
pin, contrary to the opinion of many mid- 
wives, who commonly make uſe of a grain of 
falt to make an opening; for theſe mem- 
branes have little or no ſenſe ; and it is fa far 
from being dangerous to open the ſame after 


| they are born out or inte the paſſage or va- 


Fina, that in many difficult caſes we open 
- them without fear within the womb itſelf, 
Which by my .own reiterated experience, I 


have found ſo advantageous to the woman, 


that by two or three pains after ſuch an open- 
Ing, the head of the child .has appear'd very 
forward towards a happy delivery. However 
this obtains not in all women, for in ſome 
the water is voided a long while before the 
delivery, which therefore proves more tedious. | 
The membranes being opened and the wa- 
ter gone, I laid hold of one of the feet of the 
2 | ſecond 
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ſecond child, and having pulled it out a 


baptized it, I wrapt about it a linnen- cloth, 


becauſe I found the whole leg covered with a | N 5 5 
kind of a whitiſh thick ſlime (of the thick» _ 


nels of the twelfth part of an inch) beyond 
what is uſually obſerved in thoſe caſes, 2 


whereof I had the curioſity to throw into the 
fire, and obſerved it to crack and burn like 
oil or greaſe, The thighs and legs of this 
| child. being not croſſed but in their natural po 
ſition, the delivery ſucceeded beyond _ | 


tation, all the paſſages being ſtill open 


the delivery of the firſt child. I had no 
ſooner given it to the midwife, but going on in 
my work to fetch out the after-burthen, I re- 
membred, that tho' each child is always en- 
cloſed in its peculiar membranes, yet twins 


have ſometimes but one mother - cake or after- 
burthen. I drew the navel-ſtring to try whe» 
ther the after-burthen would follow without 


1 


following without the leaſt difficulty : One of © 
the navel-ſtrings of theſe two children was faſt» - 
ned to. the middle of the after-burthen, the 
other being inſerted on the edge of one ana 


the ſame after-burtgen. r#: acti 
For the reſt, the flooding of the woma 
gave a kind appearance, and, ſhe was very 
careful in her diet, always ſqueezing the juice 


of half a ſour orange into a cup of broth, _ 
. e 


2 


any further trouble, which ſucceeded accord- 
ing to wiſh, (tho' 1 had often experienced tb 
contrary in our hoſpital) the after-burthen 


. 
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2 - vil, 28 2 been mentioned Before. 
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beides that ſhe had a clyſter every morn- 
ing 


and evening made of the decoction of 
mallows, althea, and violet-leaves, with three 


"ounces of honey 'in the morning, but in the 
_ evenings without it. Clyſters are abſolutely 

requiſite for a woman in child-bed, at leaſt 
tmice a day. You muſt alſo foment the privy= 


irts with the decoction of barley, and cher- 


Ons ERVATTO N IX. er 


* Concerning the Delivery of Twins, 


HE 22d of October 1665, I deliveted 
a woman of two children. Her belly 


Waring exceſſive big, I ſuſpected the thing 
as it happened, eſpecially when I perceived 
that abundance of water had been voided al- 


ready, after the opening of the membranes, 
T brought my hand to the very bottom of the 


womb, where meeting with the feet of one 


of the children, I brought them out, and the 
reſt of the body following without any other 


obſtacle, I tied the two before- mentioned 
Knots on the navel-ſtring, which I cut in 
the middle betwixt both as before; ſoon after 


I diſcovered the membranes of the ſecond 
child 


% 
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child much extended by the preſſing down 

of the water, which being broken I began to 

look for the child, which appearing with its? 
arm foremoſt, I put it back, and guiding my „ 
hand gently along its body, took hold of the © 48 
feet, and accompliſhed the delivery, which 

was no ſooner done, together with the after- 

burthen, but the womb cloſed up again in an 

inſtant. I found but one after-burthen, diſ- 
tinguiſhed however in the middle by a ſmall 

ſtreak, a ſign that they were two after-burthens 

growing choſe together, though their. ſepara- 

tion was ſcarce diſtinguiſhable. The midwife 

gave the mother two ſpoonfuls of ſweet. oil 

with ſugar. I aſked. the midwife, To what 

purpoſe ſhe gave it? She anſwered, To promote 

the flooding, being a common remedy among the 

poor people ; and it ſucceeded very well in this 

Woman. hes „ 


4 
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Op82nvarioN . 
The Delivery of a Woman w Privities being 
© fuelled to the bigneſs of a Head, were ſcarce 


_ diſcermble. 


[ 


JANUARY 14, 1666, A certain mid- 
J wife being Tent for to a woman in labour 


in the Puppet-ſtreet, ſhe began to ſearch her, 
but not being able to find the paſſage to the 
womb, becauſe the privy parts. were ſwelled to 
the bigneſs of i bead. ſo as to have loſt their 
natural ſhape, ſhe called for a candle, and 


looking narrowly upon what ſhe had not been 


able to diſcover, ſhe judged it to be an inver- 


+ fion or bearing down of the whole neck of 
the womb, attended with a relaxation of the 


ligaments. © But underſtanding that another 
midwife that had been call'd before her, re- 


fuſed to meddle in the matter, ſhe deſired fur- 
ther advice : whereupon' I being called, I a- 


greed with the midwife in the ſame opinion. 


I diſcovered a lit of the length of the 24th 
part of an inch, out of which iſſued a ſlimy 
wWatry liquor, which made me imagine, it was 
- the innermoſt orifice of the womb. This 
. tumour was round and even on the ſuperfi- 


Cles 
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cies like the crown of a 1 the ſlit in the 
middle, and in the ſame appeared a white 
ſpeck, ſmooth and even, and ſurrounded with a 
little hair. 

I aſked the patient, Whether ſhe had ever 
been delivered of a child before ? She anſwered, 
No. I further aſked, Whether during ber big- 
neſs ſhe had flrained rs by hard Jr en, 
been ſenfible of any fharp deflutions or pains? 
She replied, No: and that ſhe did not percei ve 
this ſwelling till the day before, with violent 
pains, and bearing downwards, and that ſhe had 
tried all ſhe knew to reduce it into its natural 
Poſition. I then aſked her, Whether before mar- 
| riage ſhe had been ſenſible of any thing of this 

nature? She told me, 'That as long as ſbe could. 
remember, the ligaments of her womb bad been 
ſubject to relaxations, but that as often as am 
bearing down had happened in thoſe parts, ſhe uſed 
to reduce them herſelf: She added, That during 
her being with child ſhe had not been ſenſible gf 


oP 
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theſe relaxations before yeſterday, at the ſame 


time (as ſhe ſuppoſed with probability enough) 
when the firſt pains of ber travail coming upon 


ber, hae — 5 the relaxati on of theſe . 
and li gaments. 


Being ſufficiently convinced by theſe cireun- 


ſtances, that this delivery was not likely to 

be performed without danger, I deſired the 
advice of Dr. Moreau, deacon of the faculty 
of Paris, profeſſor of the Royal Academy, and 
chief bye to the Dauphineſs ; of Wwhoſe 
| E 2 _— 
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ability I having had a thouſand proofs before, 
I was very glad to be ſupported by his ad- 


Voce in ſo nice a point. After due examina- 
tion of the matter, he judged it a dangerous 


caſe, but agreed with the mid wife and myſelf, 
that the delivery (after due care taken for the 
woman's ſoul) ought. by all means to be at- 
tempted. | | 
Accordingly it was thought fit to convey a 
filver probe, with a round knot at the end, 


into the opening, whence as we told you iſſu- 


ed the ſlimy. liquor; thereby to endeavour the 
extenſion or dilatation of it, till it would ad- 


mit of one finger, and ſo gently and by degrees 


a ſecond, and at laſt a third, whereby to en- 


deavour its further dilatation, by forming with 


the fingers a kind of a ſpeculum matricis, _ 
much more natural than the iron ſcrew. As 
was altogether of the ſame opinion, ſo I repre- 


ſented the ſafety of this undertaking as conſo- 
nant to the true rules of nature, when by the 


ains the water encloſed in the membranes, be- 


ing prefſed down into the inward orifice of the 
womb, the paſſage is opened for the more eaſy 
delivery of the head, and conſequently of the 


body of the child, | 
Dr. Moreau agreeing with me in the ſame 


point, to work I went, but whatever pains I 
took, could not extend the opening beyond the 


bigneſs of a crown- piece, though I found the 


inward orifice of the womb not above a quarter 
of an inch thick; it was then reſolved to afford 


ſome 
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ſome reſpite and reſt to the patient, ſhe being 
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much weakned with the violence of the pain, A 
as we were not a little tired, having been con- 


ſtantly employed about one thing or other, 
from four in the morning till ſeven at night.'* ** ©; 

Thus leaving the patient to the care of the 1 
midwife, we returned about eight, and were 
informed by the midwife, that there had ben 


» 
1 


but a ſlender appearance of any true ſigns of a 


delivery, the natural parts not producing te 
uſual effect of opening the os ſacrum, and preſſ © 


Ps : 33 


ing the membranes forward, by reaſon of otger 


intervening _ occaſioned perhaps by tge 
extenſion of the bladder, by the urine con- 
tained therein, ſhe having made no water for 
| ſome time before. | | RE: ES. 4 a 


Hereupon 'it being once more adviſed b 
Dr. Moreau not to delay the delivery any lon= 
ger, I began afreſh to attempt the dilatation of #3 
the inward orifice of the womb with my 4 
fingers, which ſucceeded beyond hope: I RM 
brought in two fingers (one of each hand) oan 
the ſides of the opening I had made before, 3 * 
which being thus dilated by degrees, I fhewed . 4 
Dr. Moreau what advances I had made, tei! 
ling him, That fince neither the membranes, * 
nor the head of the child could open the paſſage, 
my fingers were the only remedy we muſt rely up- = 
on. Thus preſſing gently forwards, and being 
ſeconded by ſome pains, and the utmoſt'en= _ Xx 
deavours of the mother, I began to conceive * 
ſome hopes; and in effect ſoon after the mem- Es 
„ 23 branee 


= "branes coming to break in the opening, this 


"2 1 , . . "Rr 
together with a ſucceeding pain, and the joint 
E © © endeavours of the mother and child, produced 
this good effect, that in the next following 


pain, the was delivered of a girl. From 
wWwhence it is evident how unjuſtly the poor 
= . midwives are ſometimes cenſured by the ſtan- 
deers by, as if by renting the womb of the wo- 
man with their nails, they prove often the 
B _ * occaſion of their deſtruction, whereas the 
ſame ought for the moſt part to be attributed 
do the preternatural diſpoſition of the noble 
parts, or ſome malignant corrofive humours: 
i the moſt danger likely to proceed from a mid- 
wife, is, when after her coming from the de- 
livery of an infected woman, ſhe communi- 
cates the virulency, adhering to her fingers, to 

hers: 7: N e 
* Immediately after the birth 4 the child, I 
beought forth alſo the after! burthen, and 
3 thruſting my fiſt gently againſt the bottom 
of the womb, reduced the ſame with all the 
adjacent parts into their natural ſtation and 
ſhape. This done, I put a cloth before the ori- 
ice of the womb, ordered the head of the pa- 
tient to be laid very low, with a pillar rowled 
together betwixt and under the knees, as is 
uſually done with child-bed women. I order- 
ed alſo her breaſts to be covered with a four- 
doubled cloth, with ſome cotton betwixt the 
pleats, to keep thoſe parts from catching cold 
during her flooding. I alſo kept her belly _ 
n | e 
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back tied by winding it up in a broad clotꝰ⸗ 


and laid upon the womb above the bladder, a 
triangular compreſs, with a four ſquare” one + 


upon it, the better to keep thoſe parts in their ; 


proper ſtation, to Keep them warm, and to 

romote the flooding. Dr. Moreau preſcribed _ 
— the juice of three ſour oranges, mixed with 
two ounces of the oil of ſweet almonds, and 
the ſame quantity of ſyrup of maiden-hair, to 
be taken at twice; beſides emollient, cooling, 
and anodyne clyſters, to be applied every day. 
The flooding appeared beyond expectation, 
and with ſuch ſtupendous ſucceſs, that on the 
eighth day after her delivery, I found her. fit- 
ting in a chimney-corner, and ſhe has been 


well ever ſince, (though without being with. 5 


child) the daughter lived till ſhe was two years 
old. I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that for 
ſome days we fomented her privy parts with 
the decoction of barley and chervil, and that 
after the flooding, we bathed the ſame parts 
with the water of myrrh, a powerful remedy 
in ſuch caſes, by reaſon of its aſtringent and 


_ cooling quality. 
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Onsrnvarion Xl. 


The Delivery of a Child with its * Buttock 


foremoſt, 


ARCH 21ſt, 1666, being called to 
a gentlewoman, I found upon ſearch, 
the right buttock of the child foremoſt. The 
membranes being broken before, I puſhed the 
child gently backwards with my fingers, and 

guiding them along its right thigh and leg, to 
 _ the foot, I pulled it out and baptized it. This 
done, I wrapping a cloth about the foot, the 
whole body followed with caſe to the head, 
which ſticking in the paſſage, I was forced to 
bring the fingers of my right hand into the 
child's mouth, whilſt with my left, I upheld 
it at the breaſt ; and this accompliſhed the de- 
livery with good ſucceſs, the mother finding 
herſelf very well afterwards, without any fur- 


ther aſſiſtance than what is uſual with other wo- 
men in child- bed, 


OnstRe 
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OBSsRRNVAT TON XII. 
A Delivery of a Dropfical Woman. 
A PRIL the 11th, 1666, I was called to 


in the ſtreet of S. Germain del Auxerrois, not 
far from the New Bridge ; but finding the 
woman: afflicted with a dropſy and feveriſh, I 
defired the aſſiſtance of Dr. Matthews, a learn- 
ed phyſician, who ſtayed with me during the 
whole delivery, This gentlewoman was not 


a certain gentlewoman then in labour, 


only much ſwelled all over the body, but had 


alſo a tumour on her belly below the navel, 
of the bigneſs of a loaf of three pounds, which 
ſeemed to be filled with a flatulent humour; 
the patient was much dejected (notwithſtand= 
ing I did all I could to encourage her) having 
been told by ſeveral of her acquaintance; that 
ſhe could not . eſcape with life; thus having 
made proviſion for her ſoul, ſhe, gave poſitive 
orders to her ſervants (becauſe ſhe was a wo» 
man of quality) not to let either the doctor or 
me 55 out of the houſe, till they ſaw the iſſue 
of the matter. 
After due ſearch made, I told her that the 


child being well turned, there was great = 


AM 3 

of her ſafe delivery, and being aſſured at the 
fame time by Dr. Matthews, that ſhe had ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength left, ſhe began to conceive ſome 
hopes. The water contained within the mem- 
branes did preſs with ſuch violence upon the pri- 
vy parts; { they appeared as big as a child's 
head, and breaking ſoon after, ſhe voided no 
leſs than eight pounds of water, which bein 
followed by the child, ſhe diſcharged as oe | 
more water as before. This ſudden evacuati- 
on cauſing a great weakneſs as well in the mo- 
ther as the child, the laſt was baptized imme- 
diately by Dr. Matthews, and died ſoon af- 
ter, being as was ſuppoſed ſuffocated by the 
great quantity of water voided during the _ 
delivery of the mother. The after-burthen + 
being likewiſe brought forth, the flatulent tu- 
mour below the navel yaniſhed in a moment, 
as did the dropſy by degrees, by the help of 

the flooding and ſome other proper remedies 
preſcribed by Dr. Matthews, She went abroad 

within fourteen days after, and ſpoke much in 
our recommendation among all her acquain- 
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f The Deliver Child with _ Be 
7 of 4 2 7 


HE 25th of April (being Eaſter-day) 
1666, I was called to a gentle woman of 
a very handſome aſpect, in the Goldſmith's 
ſtreet. I was unwilling to tell her the unnatural 
| poſition of the child, aſking her only, Whe- 
tber ſhe was ready to be deli als Whereupon 
ſhe anſwered with a ſmile, That ſhe as ſenfible 
ber pains were not ſtrong enough as yet for a deli- 
very; unto which the midwife replied, That 
notwithſtanding this ſhe might be delivered if ſhe 
thought fit. She began — ſuſpect the matter, 
and conjured me to ſearch her, and let her 
know whether the child was rightly turned 
or not, 


I finding the child coming with the navel 


gerous conſequence, 1 defired the advice of ſome 
other perſon ; but ſhe declaring her poſitive re- 
ſolution, of relying (next to God) upon my 
endeavours, and deſiring me to haſten her de- 
livery, I brought my right hand and fingers, 
cloſe and trait put together, into the outward 


orifice 


foremoſt, told her, That the caſe being of da-. 


=. B bo ] 
. _orifice of the womb, and thence to the inward 
orifice, which I found ſufficiently opened to 


admit my whole hand and fingers, the moſt 


proper inſtruments for ſuch an operation, 

I found in the neck of the womb, a tough 
lime with ſome part of the membranes car- 
ried thither with the water, which did me 
great ſervice in the enſuing delivery. I found 
the inward orifice of the womb opened to 
the bigneſs of the extended palm of my 
hand, ſo that my hand meeting with an ea- 
ſy entrance, I felt a ſoft ſubſtance, which by 
the navel-ſtring I ſoon diſcovered to be the 
child's belly, and by the beating of the ar- 
teries, judged it to be till alive; I told this 
welcome news to the mother (to encourage 
her in her labour) who anſwered me, That 
ſhe was not follicitous for her own life, provided 
the child might (through God's mercy) be pre- 


ſerved till it could be baptized, Which I aſſur 


| her was likely to be done. e 
I then tried what part of the child I could 
lay hold on firſt; but found neither head nor 
foot; till at laſt lighting upon a hand, I did 
however not meddle with that, but guiding 
my hand gently along the thigh, I took hold 
of a foot on the right ſide of the womb, and 
brought it out, taking ſpecial care to turn the 
toes towards the fundament of the mother, 
as has been obſerved before. I drew the foot 
towards me very gently, and with a great deal 
of circumſpection, which being baptized, I 
1 0 | ſearched 


ſearched after the other foot, which being al- 
fo found, I put both legs together, and wind- 
ing them in a fine cloth to prevent their be- 
ing bruiſed or hurt, I pulled. out the child 
gradually to the ſhoulders, which required all 
the ſtrength I had (as in moſt other caſes of 
this nature). But finding the orifice of the 
womb ſomewhat cloſed again, I was forced to 
ut my fingers into the child's mouth to 
Ld forth the head, though without the leaſt 
violence. For putting my left hand to its breaſt, 
J ſupported: it thus till with the right I could 
dilate the inward orifice, which done I 
my hand to the neck, and ſo delivered the 
woman of a girl. The after-burthen follow- 
ing with caſe; I laid the ſame with the navel- 
ſtring to it upon the child's belly, which being 
extreamly weak, lay extended upon a pillow 
before the fire, without any motion, beating. 
of the arteries or pulſe, or any other ſign ot 
life. We did all we could to revive it by 
wrapping it in, cloaths dipt in warm wine, 
boiling the after-burthen in claret, holding 
onions to its noſtrils, and ſpouting wine into 
the mouth, noſe, ears and eyes, and waſhin 
the temples with the ſame; which at laſt pro- 
duced this good effect, that the child recover- 
ed its ſpirits, and is ſince grown up very heal- 
thy and well to the age of ſeventeen years. 
The mother alſo did extraordinary well, hav- 
ing had ſeveral children afterwards. - +, 
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| 9 an After- burthen joined cloſe to the 
| e of the 2 


H E firſt of May, 1666, I was called to 
a woman in the Cutler's ſtreet, to deli- 
ver her from her after-burthen joined to the 
ſubſtance of the womb ; the midwife having in 
vain endeavoured its delivery. After I had greaſ- 
ed my hands, I brought my right hand to the 


bottom of the womb, where I felt the after- 
burthen ; but the navel-ſtring being broken 
before, I ſearched on all ſides with my fingers, 
though very gently, the innermoſt part of the 
womb, to find out in which part it was moſt 
cloſely joined to its ſubſtance which having 
diſcovered, I peeled it off, beginning on the 
undermoſt part of the womb, till it dropt into 
my hand, 

Upon this en I diſcovered the ſubſtance 
of the womb to be ſoft and membranous, of 
the thickneſs of a quarter of an inch, but 
ſomewhat thicker in that part where the at 
ter-burthen had been joined to it, the main 
thing that ſatisfied my curioſity, I ſepara- 
ted this after-burthen from the womb, ** 
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the extremities of my fingers, beginning n 
the undermoſt part, as 1 told you before, jü 
as we do looſen a paſte or dough from a table. 
or board; which being quite looſened, I drew 

it out of the womb with the fame extremi- 

ties of my fingers; for had it been done with 
the whole hand or fiſt, it would have created 
new pain and trouble to the woman; "You 
muſt be careful not to leave àny pieces of ſkin 
or remnants of the after-burthen in the womb; _ 
the ſane being attended with two dangerous 
3 Wann \ "OS 
he firſt is, that in caſe part thereof remains 
cloſe to the womb, it putrifies and often de- 
generates into an inflammation or cancerous 
ulcer, and conſequently kills the woman. f 
this I faw an inſtance in our hoſpital in 165% 
when no ſmall conteſts aroſe betwixt the phy- 
ſicians of the hoſpital, concerning a woman 
that died in child-bed: for being opened b 
Mr. Angot, ſurgeon in ordinary to the ho _ 7 
ital, and part of the after-burthen found 

icking cloſe to the womb, ſome of the phy- 

ficians declared the fame to be the occaſion of the 

death of the woman. But Dr. Moreau, the 

elder, one of the greateſt phyſicians of our 

age, replied, That it was not ſufficient, to'al- 

ledge this as a cauſe of the death of the woman, 

but that an enquiry ought” to be made, whether 

the fault was in the midwife or the ill cumſi- 

turion of the body of the deceaſed. He ordered 

Mr. Angot to feparate the remaining part, 
| | Which 


which he not being able to do without tearing 
off part of the ſubſtance of the womb, Dr. 
Moreau faid, I am convinced that ſome people 
are of ſo unfortungte a conſtitution, that it is 
 smpoſſuble to expect a bappy delivery in them. 
Thoſe in whom the after-burthen is ſo cloſely join- 
ed to the ſubfiance of the womb, abound commonly 
in atrabileariaus bumours, by which the after- 
 burthen is ſo cloſely joined to the womb, that it is 
next to an impoſſibility even for a man-midwife 
fo promiſe a ſafe deli very; wherefore it is very 
hard to paſs ſuch ſevere cenſures upon a midwife 
after ſhe has done all that lay in her power; it 
being certain that Nature itſelf, without a 
fault of the man-midwife or midwife, is t 
real occaſion of the death of the patient. Thus 
the reputation of the poor midwife was ſaved 
by the knowledge of this phyſician, who was 
the ornament of the faculty, _ 
I be ſecond ſymptom is the exceſſive flux 
of blood that conſtantly attends the woman, 
in caſe any part of the after-burthen remains 
fix'd to the womb, the blood ifſuing through 
2 opening of the veſſels, inſerted into the 
remaining part of the after-burthen ; which 
never ceaſing till that part is removed, it is ſuf- 
Hcient alone to prove mortal. But to return 
to our obſervation. After having ſeparated 
the after-burthen, I turned my hand round 
the infide of the womb, to feel whether there 
were any remnants left; when I perceived 
the womb to be grown already thicker and 
| 2 dd harder, 
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by Lo x * 


The D Delivery of, a Dead and lutte Child. © 
UNE the 16th, 1666, I was ſent @n = 
a midwife in labour, being a woman of 
2 parts, and conſequently ſenſible of her 
ngerous condition, which ſhe had ſufficient- 
ly diſcovered. by the nauſeous ſcent that ad- 
Arey (upon — made by herſelf). to her 
fingers. By the circumſtances ſhe related to 
me, I could judge no otherwiſe, but that the 
child was dead; and finding her extremely 
fearful even before I touch'd her, I recom- 
mended patience to her, aſſuring her, That I 
would uſe ber as gently as poſſibly T could. wel; 
Having conveyed: my hand into the neck of 
the womb, I perceived the head to come fore- 
moſt, but with a moſt abominable ſcent. I 
aſked her, How long ſbe had to reckon ? She an- 
ſwered, That ſhe had gone full nine months, bud 
had not felt the child ftir: in three months laſt 
paſt, and that therefore ſhe feared the child to have 
been dead ever fince, occaſioned by the grief i ſhe 


NUR at the death 4 ber huſband, that 9s 
| * 
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pened about the ſame time; which may ſerve as 
an undeniable inſtance of what we have aſſert · 
ed before, that a child may remain for a conſi- 
ſiderable time without being putrified in the 
womb. But what is moſt ſurprizing in this caſe, 
is, that tho the child was not only dead and pu- 
trify d, yet the mother was ſo very well at the 
time of her being with child, as to be able to 
go about her ordinary employments. | 
I had much ado to convince her, that it was 
better to ſuffer ſome pain at preſent to avoid 
worſe evils; ſo that at laſt ſubmitting to neceſ- 
fity, I brought my fingers, without any. obſta- 
cle, to the inward orifice of the womb. The 
firſt thing I met with there, being the bone of 
the forehead, I plucked it out, all the parts of 
the head and the membranes being putrified to 
that degree, that they appeared like a white gel- 
ly, with ſuch an intolerable ſcent, as was e- 
nough to ſuffocate one. However I made ſhift 
to bring out the rotten carcaſs; and-1t was ob- 
ſervable, that the bones of the head were 
ſharp and pointed like needles, which made 
the delivery the more tedious ; for I took par- 
ticular care to bring them all away, — | 
the leaſt detriment to the mother. 
When J found the after-burthen no leſs 
putrified than the child, I judged her death 
to be infallible, it ſeeming impoſſible to me, 
that theſe putrified parts could remain ſo long 
in the womb without infecting the circumja- 
cent parts. This moved me to exhort her, To 


pro- 


r 

provide in time for her poor ſoul before ſhe was 
23 incapable of doing it, by the violence of 
the ſymptoms that were likely to enſue. She was 
ſo far from hearkning to my advice, that 
within three hours after her delivery, being 
ſent for by a gentlewoman then in labour, 
in the palace of the Louvre, ſhe aroſe out of 
her bed, as if ſhe had felt no pain a good while 
before, and walking thither on foot, ſtayed 
there all night till next morning. About 24 
hours after her delivery, coming to give her 
a viſit, I found her in bed, but eating hearti- 
ly of a calve's head. I thought fit to inſert 
theſe circumſtances, to ſhew what ſome con- 
ſtitutions are, able to. undergo; and when I 
chid her for her preſumption, ſhe told me, 
That hunger would make the wolf leave his neſt ; 
for ſhe had no leſs than five children to main- 
tain; which made me believe, that God Al- 
mighty had beſtowed upon her a more than or- 
dinary vigour for her poor children's ſake, for 
ſhe did very well afterwards, SM 
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OssERVAT ION XVI. 


"Nie De very of & Woman whoſe inward Orifice 
: 55 ed een: n 


"FT ULY a, 1666, I was called to the aſſiſt- 
ance of a certain midwife, none of the moſt 
ſkilful in her profeſſion, Being employed in 
bringing out the after-burthen, ſhe had got her 
hand into the womb z but the ſame lying very 
low, had miſtaken the inward ,orifice for the 
after-burthen ; ſo that pulling the faid orifice, 
inſtead of the after-burthen, with much vio- 
lence, but little ſucceſs, I was ſent for to give 
a helping hand. | * 
1 no ſooner had ſearched the woman, but be- 
ing ſenſible of the error of the mid wife, who 
was both young and unexperienced, I check- 
ed her for her negligence and ignorance, 
which ſhe fully acknowledged, promiſing ſhe 
would follow my directions hereafter in ſuch 
like caſes. After having brought my fingers, 
greaſed with oil of ſweet almonds, into the 
womb, I found the inward orifice torn- and 
ſcratched with her nails; but advancing for- 
ward with my hand, I ſeparated the after- 
burthen, and brought it out; but fearing 5 
| es to 
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the damnifying of the orifice of the womb, 
might produce dangerous effects (as it fre- 
quently happens) we ſent for Dr. Briſſet, Who 
| did his utmoſt — 2 the preſervation of the wo- 
man, notwithſtanding her poverty. We pre- 
ſcribed her two clyſters a day, made of whey 
mixed with three ounces of honey, in the 
morning, and without it in the evening. We 
ordered her alſo the uſual fomentation of 
the decoction of barley and chervil, which 
ſucceeded fo well, that ſhe went abroad in leſs 
than a month, but ſhe had no children ſince.” 
For fear of a putrefaction or gangreen, we 
ordered the 3 injections. to bo made 
into the priv 
Take of t — of the Ser conſolida, | 
of the leaves of agrimony, plantain and centi- 
nodium, boil them in water for an inj 


After the flooding ceaſed, and the milk. be- 


gan to appear in her breaſts, we ordered an 
injection to be made of the round ariſtolochy 
root boiled in white wine; of which more in 
the 25th Obſervation, I have been the more 
circumſtantial in this obſervation, that it might 
ſerve as a warning to the young man- mid- 
wives and midwives, to proceed gently; and 
with all imaginable circumſpection, when they 
put their hands within the orifices of the 
womb, for fear of damnifying the ſame, as it 
| happened in this caſe, 1.500 
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5 OBsERVAT ION XVII. 


| The Delivery of a Woman ſeized with Epilptict 
| Fits, «without Senſe or Motion. 


HE ad of December 1666, I was ſent 
: for by a gentlewoman, the wife of a 
domeſtic, belonging to her highneſs the duch- 
eſs of Orleans, to aſſiſt an ancient midwife 
in the delivery of this gentlewoman ſeized 
with epileptick fits, without either ſenſe or 
- motion, 7 found the membranes broken, and 
the water gone; ſo that the head ſticking in 
the birth, and the membranes to the child's 
head; this joined to the want of water 
(gone off before) rendered the caſe very dan- 
_ I told the midwife we muſt have a 
ittle patience; for in caſe we went about to 
force the birth, we might hurt both the 
mother and the child. It being farther my 
advice (as it ought always to be) to look for 
ah underſtanding phyſician, and to open her 


a vein. Accordingly Dr. Fabius Perreau be- 
ing ſent for, he came attended by a ſur- 
geon; but they looking upon the woman as 
paſt all hopes, went away without ordering 
aay thing. 


How- 
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However, I was not quite di ſcouraged, but 


buen we the two ancient mid wives there 


preſent, (another being called in ſince) what 
was beſt to be done, and as I knew the caſe ex- 


tremely dangerous, and neither of them in a 
condition to attempt the delivery, I did not 
contradict them in their ſentiments, contenting 
myſelf to expect with patience (at the earneſt 
requeſts of the mid wives and friends) the ifs 
ſue of the matter; which; according to the 


judgment of Dr. Perreau and his ſurgeonz 


they looking upon as abſolutely mortal, they 
entreated me to ſtay to be at hand to under - 


take the ſectio ceſarea, or diſſecting the womb 


after the mother 8 death, to fave: the life ot 
the child. 

Aboat two in — — aig 5 ſent for 
to adminiſter: phlebotomy upon a- conſultation 
in St. Martin's ſtreet, of Mr. Brayer and Dr. 
Briſſet, I took this opportunity to repreſent 
the true ſtate of the caſe of our patient, 
and what judgment Dr. Perreau and his ſur- 
geon had given upon it. Dr: Brayer told 
me (like a good chriſtian) that were it not 
that he was obliged to attend ſeveral conſul- 


tations, he would willingly give a viſit to this 
pron woman, but deſiring Dr. Briſſet to do it, 
e willingly complied with his requeſt; and 
I muſt ſpeak it to his renown, that the wo- 
man owed her. preſervation to his advice. 


For he told us immediately, that th Dr. Per- 
reau and his ſurgeon had declared for the 
Es ſectio 


1 
* 


_ I went to work immediat 
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ſectio cæſatrea, as judging the: ubm Paſt all 
lopes of life, le yer 'bekeved ſhe. had firength e- 
nough left to be delivered, and that" it — 
to be attempred withaut delay. He aſked the 
mid wives and me our opinion, we told him, 
ſhe was a dead womm, unleſs preſerved by 
à ſpeedy delivery; I added, that in all pro- 
bability the child r e | 
leaſt reaſon for a delay; the doctor being 
of the ſame opinion, ain that the only way 
to ſave the mother was a ſpeedy delivery, 
ely — giving 

myſelf time to fetch the inſtruments requiſite 
for ſuch an operation, tho I was ſenſible that 
my ſtrength alone would ſcarce be ſufficient 
to bring out the child, the paſſages being ſo 
very ſtrait, the head foremoſt, and the firſt 
time of the woman's being with child; ſo that 
theſe parts being never opened before, the 
delivery was upon that ſcore alſo attended 
with more danger than would have been o- 

therwiſe. As good fortune would have it, I 
had a ſmall hook in my pocket, wherewith 
having removed the membrane from the ſcull, 
I brought out the brains throꝰ the opening of 
the ſeam, or futura'coronalis, I muſt upon 
this occaſion give a ſtrict charge to all man- 
mid wives not to ed to theſe extremities, 
without a previous conſultation with a ſkilful 
phyſician, and the approbation of the ſtanders 
by, and their being fully convinced of the 
child's death; for, ſhould it prove otherwiſe, 

f : . "I. : you 
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you may commit a murder: however, in caſe 
the woman is in preſent danger of b periſhing, 
and there ate ſigns of the child's being dead, you * 
may ſave the mother, by bringing away the 
child, tho' perhaps a man may be miſtaken in 
his judgment, no body being obliged to do be- 
yond his power; and it being a certain rule, 
that the woman ought to be preſerved by all 
means, in caſe her life is in imminent danger, 
the main point in queſtion in this caſe, and 
which requires a ſolid judgment, an inſtance 
whereof you may ſee in the following account. 
In the year 1680, Dr. Auzon, a noted phy- 
ſician of the faculty at Paris, and myſelf, were 
ſent for to a gentlewoman in labour, whom 
we found afflicted with epileptic fits: Dr. Au- 
zon ordered her immediately a clyſter of the 
common decoction, mixt with three ounces of 
honey, ſome mercurial leaves, and of the elec- 
tuary diapbenic one ounce; then being let blood 
in the arm, the clyſter produced ſeveral pains, 
but the fits continued, ſo that ſhe had ten or 
twelve of them in an hour. A conſultation 
being agreed upon with Dr. Maurilain, another 
famous phyſician of the ſame faculty, a ſecond 
phlebotomy was adminiſtred in the arm, and 
a third in two hours after in the foot, which 
being followed by ſeveral pains, I delivered her 
of a briſk lively girl; upon which occaſion, 
the two doctors gave us this leſſon, to act with 
the utmoſt circumſpection in caſes of this na- 
ture. | $M | TEN 


But 


EMI 
But to return to our former obſervation r 
finding my ſtrength to fail me to bring 
forward the head of the child, I was, for 
want of time to fetch my own, obliged to: 
make uſe of the hooked handle of an iron 
ſpoon or ladle, which I put into the eye, and 
drawing on the whole carcaſs of the child, 
the mother was inſtantly eaſed of her fits, 
but remained exceſſive weak, and without 
ſenſe or motion for forty hours after, when 
recovering herſelf, ſhe declared, that ſhe knew 
nothing of what had-paſſed, though ſhe could 
hardly ſpeak, her tongue being much ſwelled 
by the biting of it with her teeth during the 
During her labour we gave her ſometimes _ 
ſome cordial waters, mixt with the confection 


of hyacinthsand alkermes, without muſk, as 


likewiſe ſome Venice theriac. A ſew days 
after her delivery, we fomented the privy 
parts and the neck of the womb, to prevent 
any putrefaction there; we alſo made an in- 
jection of the decoction of the round ariſtolo- 
chy root in white wine, mixed with ſugar. 
Our fomentation was only water, mixed with 
ſalt, or ſea-water, an approved remedy in this 
caſe, eſpecially if you find the woman inclined 
to a fever. The paſſages being very ſtrait and 
not a little bruiſed, we fomented the ſame 
(after the ſeparation of the mortified parts) 
ſeven or eight times a day with a decoction of 
ſalt- water, barley, chervil, and agrimony, and 

cs 2 applied 


T9. 
applied alſd the following fomentation to the 

belly. rb Ts oath f . 66158 
* Take the leaves of mallows, althea, the 
pelitory of the wall, the mercurial and worm- 
wood, the ſame quantity of each, boil them in 
fair water, with half a pound of linſeed. 1 

Theſe remedies ſucceeded ſo well, that not 
long after her recovery ſhe was big with 
child again, and brought to-bed without the 
aſſiſtance of a mid wife; but the third time 
of her bigneſs, being in her labour ſeized 
with the ſame fits ſhe had in her firſt travail, 
and the ſurgeon ſent for to deliver her, not 
daring to attempt the delivery, ſhe periſhed 
miſerably for want of timely help: for though 
] was ſent for afterwards it was too lat 
both the mother and the child being dead 
fore, either by the violence of the epileptic 
fits, or by an exceſſive flux of blood, where- 
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with ſhe was not afflicted the firſt time of her 


delivery. I opened the body, -and finding all 
the internal parts without the leaſt blemiſh, I 
attributed her death to the exceſſive evacuati- 
on of the blood. Upon this occaſion, I muſt 
give you this further obſervation (ſomething 
of which has been mentioned before in the 
tenth Obſervation) viz. That the fulneſs of 
the urinal bladder ſometimes occaſions moſt 
violent pains ; for the bladder being extend- 
ed by the urine, and preſſing upon the neck of 
the womb, and its inward orifice, obſtructs 
the free paſſage of the child; beſides, that 

: | the 


3 „ 
. the bladder, when filled with urine, being 
ſqueezed by the head of the child, produces 
moſt violent pains; to prevent which, you 
muſt put a probe into the bladder to give 
paſſage to the urine, an inſtance whereof I can 
give you by my own experience in two gen- 
tlewomen, one of which falling continually 
into fits, was no ſooner freed from the urine 
that had-filled her bladder to the quantity of 
four pounds, but the pain ceaſed, together with 
the fits, and was delivered within three hours 
after, though ſhe died in five days after, with- 
out ever recovering her ſenſes. We found an 
ulcer in her brains, with an infection of the 
bones. The other gentlewoman feeling ex- 
ceſſive pains without any proſpect of a forward 
labour, I evacuated her bladder by the means 
of a probe, which done, the pain ceaſed in 
three hours, and five or ſix pains procured a 
happy and eaſy delivery. "x 
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in ber Womb. 


EPT EMBER 18th, 1666, being ſent for 
to a woman. in labour, of a melancholy © 
conſtitution, I aſked her how matters had gone 
during her being with child; ſhe told me, 
that ſhe had loſt abundance of blood. 1 con- 
veyed my hand into the neck of the womb, 
whete I found the child preſenting itſelf with - 
the navel and breaſt foremoſt ; then advancing 
with my fingers cloſed together to the bottom 
of the womb, I began to ſpread them again, 
feeling with my whole hand round the ſides of 
the womb ; whilſt I was ſearching for the feet, 
1 felt on the left fide a certain hard ſwellin of 
the breadth of the palm of my hand, which, 
upon a more exact ſearch, I Judged to be a 
cancerous tumour, 

Notwithſtanding this, I proceeded in m 
buſineſs, and taking hold of the child's feet, 
whilſt I was drawing them towards.me, the 
child turned itſelf ; ſo that after having baptized 
the foot that came out firſt, I at laſt brought 
forth a luſty boy, and a compleat after-bur- 
then 
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then, which made me judge, that the flux of 
blood ſhe had ſuffered during her being with 
child, did /iflue from the before- mentioned tu- 
mour. The woman did very well during her 
lying in; Iordered her for her diet meat-broths, 
boiled with cooling herbs, and to avoid all falted 
and ſpiced meats ; and for the reſt, to take the 


advice of a good phyſician. But being unable 


to follow my directions (by reaſon of her po- 
verty) ſhe came to me about four months af- 
ter her delivery, ſo much altered from what 
ſhe was before, that I ſcarce knew her, being 
quite reduced to a ſkeleton by the continual 
pains and flooding of the blood, in ſpite of all 
the remedies ; ſhe died ſoon after. It is to be 
obſerved, that this woman had been very ex- 
ceſſive in her youth in the uſe of ſalt and ſpiced 
meats, and drinking of wine,. which, together 
with her natural melancholy diſpoſition, had 
produced the ulcers, and reduced her to that 
condition in which ſhe died, which may ſerve 
as a warning to young women not to impair 
their health by ſuch like things, and before all 
things not to uſe wine but with moderation, 
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| Ons ERVATION XIX. 


The Delivery of @ Chill with the upper part 


of the Arm foremoſt. © 


ANUARY 5th, 1667, I was- ſent for to 


aſſiſt a woman in labour in the New Me- 
deric's ſtreet, - being the wife of the organiſt of 
that church. She was very fick, and full of 
pain in the lower region of the belly and cir- 


cumjacent parts. I conveyed my fingers into 
the neck of the womb, where I felt the upper 


part of the child's arm, which I endeavoured 


to bring backward, but in vain. In ſuch caſes 
as theſe, . you need not be fearful of bringing 


your hand gently within the womb, to open the 
2 of a woman in ſuch a condition, either 
eſs or more, according as you find it requiſite; it 
being certain that the arm of the child, and the 
hand of the man-midwife or midwife, both to- 
gether, do not take up ſo much place as the 


ſingle head of a child; beſides that, as ſoon as 


you begin to draw out the legs of the child, 


the arm, which is without, will draw back- 
Wards of courſe by this motion, eſpecially if the 
child be alive; and this method is performed 
without any conſiderable trouble to the woman. 


I did 
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. 
I did therefore guide my hand along the 
child's arm into the womb to the child's 
breaſt, whence paſling along to the belly, 
thighs, and at laſt to the feet, I pulled out 
one of the feet, the other following immedi- 
ately. Having baptized the child, and wrapt a 
cloath-about the thighs, I pulled it forwards 
to the buttocks, which-being larger than ordi- 
nary, ſtuck in the paſſage, and were not 
brought out but with ſome difficulty to the 
ſhoulders : then it was I had occafion for all 
my ſtrength and ſkill. I conveyed my fingers 
in above the right ſhoulder, and ſtraining al 
the arm to the elbow, I got it looſe ; then l. 
laid my left hand upon the breaſt, and the 
right on the neck; but this not anſwering my 
expectation, I was obliged to put one of my 
fingers into the child's mouth to get the chin 
looſe. I then deſired the woman to lift up her 
body and to lie forwards, by raiſing herſelf and 
reſting upon her heels, which ſhe performing 
accordingly, ſhe was very inſtrumental in her 
delivery. The after-burthen followed with 
eaſe, by pulling part of the navel-ftring only 
with my right, and winding the reſt about my 
fingers. For it is obſervable, that when a 
man-midwife or midwife are obliged to turn 
a child in the womb, they frequently at the 
fame time looſen the after-burthen, which thus 
follows with eaſe, by pulling it out only by the 
navel-ſtring. Ek 9280 
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OBSERVATION AK. 


The Delivery of a Child preſenting "the bin- 


diermaſt Part of the Ribs formt. 
ARCH 14th, 1667, I was ſent for to a 


woman in labour in the old Mint- 
ſtreet, being lately overturned in a coach as 
ſhe was coming home out of the country. 
Having anointed my fingers with freſh butter, I 


conveyed them into the neck of the womb, to 


the inward orifice, whereabouts 1 felt the 


ribs and the back-bone of the child. Here- 


upon making uſe of all my fingers, I did ſpread 


them by degrees in the nature of a ſpeculum 


matricis, or womb ſcrew ; and thus advanc- 
ing by degrees within the womb, along the 


belly, thigh and leg of the child to the foot, 


I brought it out and baptized it ; but not being 
able to reach the other foot, I pulled out this 
further to the 'buttocks, when finding the 


other that remained within to be laid acroſs, T 1 


brought that which I had in my hand back- 
wards, to deliver the other, which ſucceeding 
_ accordingly, I took both the legs together, 
and winding them in a thin cloth, I pulled out 


the child in a direct line to the ſhoulders ;_ 
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| 2 1 
then bringing in my fingers along the arm, 
I looſened it, by firſt bending, and then laying 
it cloſe along to the body; the ſame I did with 
the other arm, and laying my right hand flat 
to its breaſt, and taking hold with the left on 
the neck, defired the woman to aſſiſt me with 
all her ſtrength, at the firſt pain, to force the 
child forward. which was happily accompliſhed, 
tho' this woman came before her time, which 
made alſo the after-burthen tick the cloſer to 
the womb, but I made ſhift to looſen it, after 
the ſame manner as has been mentioned in et 
n of this treatiſe. 


 O288nvarion, XXI. 
The Delivery y. of a very larg e Child, frechen. 


ing 1 6% with the Neck, Shoulders . and 
Callar- bone foremaſt. 


PRIL 16, 1667, I was ſent for to a gen- 
"A. tlewoman living in the Jew' 3 I 
foun her in hard labour, the child — 


5  flide 
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flide gently along the thighs and legs to the | 


out, baptized them itnmediately; After warde 
having wrapt them up in a eloth; 1 pulled 


which were ſo thick, that” they could ſcares 
paſs, Coming to the 3 I was Fd 
to dilate the orifice gen y with- ＋ * | 
and laying my left — upon tlie cls 1 
breaſt, and the right on tlie koch, I pulled 
with all the ſtrength I had, but could not bring 
forth the head, tho I put my fingers alſo in 
the mouth and ears, for the neck broke off, 
and the head remained in the womb in ſpite 
of all the precaution I could uſe to the con- 
trafy. I left nothing unattempted to lay hold! 
on the head with my fingers, but in vain. 1 
never was more hardly put to it in all my life 
time, for 1 had left all my inſtrumentz requi- 
ſits for ſuch a purpoſe at home, ſo that I 
was obliged to defire her | huſband to fetch 
them from my houſe, whilſt I was employed 
in encouraging the gentlewoman, and keeping 
my hand without intermiſſion (ever fince the 
ſeparation of the trunk of the body from the 
head) upon the bottom of the womb, to keep 
open the inner orifice ; which, if it had been 
cloſed up, it would have been quite impoſſible 
to recover, the head, a thing which happened 
not long before to a man-mid wife in the ſame 
ſtreet, to the deſtruction of the poor Wo- 
man under his care. This gentlewoman and 
E 1 / her 


feet, Teck Hold of chem, and pulling them 


more forward to the thig hs and buttocks, 


EET B84 7] 
her friends, who were not unacquainted with 
that accident, were in a thouſand anxieties. 
Her .huſband being returned with the in- 
ſtruments, I took ſuch a one as I judged moſt 
roper, and guided the ſharp point along my 
t hand towards my middle finger, which I 
kept bent, to prevent the woman from being 
 damnify'd; and thus fixing it into the ſkull 
betwixt the ſeam, I pulled it towards me with 
my right hand in a direct line, whilſt I did the 
ſame with the left, wherewith I had taken hold 
of the ſkin of that part of the neck which was 
left on the head; ſo that tho this head was near 
as big as that of a full grown perſon, yet I 
brought it out entire, without any further dan- 
ger to the child-bed woman, who was ſo well, 
that in ten days after ſhe came in perſon to 
my houſe, to return me thanks for the care 
1 had taken for her ſafety, and when I check'd 
her for venturing abroad ſo ſoon, ſhe anſwered, 


That ſhe was very hearty and well, So 
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Ons zrvarion XXII. 
3 g 


OEptember the 25th, 1667, I was called to v 
+ I the wife of thegardener belonging to Mon- 
ſieur Geumont, in the village of Villaos, near te 
river Marre, not far from St. Maur. I found 5 
her heart-ſick, by reaſon of a putrify'd, child 3 
ſhe carried in her belly, which being as cold "Xi 


as a ſtone, I order'd the women to rub ut, © 


well with hot cloths. The woman being in 2 , . 
very dangerous condition, F ordered her to bos 


laid upon her back croſs the bed, and having 
well anointed both my hands with freſh but- 1 
ter, and taken a cloth in one to wipe off tze 
nauſeous ſcent from my fingers, I brought tile 
other into the womb, where I found the in ward 
orifice ſunk very low, and the exterior ſkin _ © 
of the child ſo rotten all over the body, that 
it ſeparated from the fleſh at the firſt tou. 
When I endeavoured to puſh back the child" x ' » 4, 
with my fingers to make room for my hand, * 
to enter the womb, the fingers made an im 
Pong both in the ſkin and fleſh, as if it hac 

en a piece of dough or paſte. I was not a 3 


(W v 


little afraid that the ſubſtance of the wm 
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5 . be infected with the ſame putrefaction, 
And conſequently might be apt to be torn; 
w which would have proved fatal to the w. een 
immediately, conſidering eſpecially ſhe had for 


ſeven or cight days 1 been afflicted 
with moſt violent pains. 


= After moſt mature and ſerious deliberation 
= © (without. which nothing of this nature ought 
„ to be attempted) I conveyed my hand to the 
bottom of the womb. to find out the feat; and 
=. -* whereas I uſed ſeldom to be above a quarter 


* * - of an hour in ſearch after them, I. was near 
© three quarters of an hour before I could take 
E hold of them with my right hand, and pul- 
=. ling them gently forward, wrapt a dr linnen 
cgodloth about them: but the whole body of it 
being rotten, it was impoſſible to i its 

| being torn in divers places, and as I a 
All my ſkill and care to bring 1t out who Ecke (for 
-,* fear of hurting the mother) 1 ſpent a great 
deal of time before I could deliver the body, 
but the head remaining behind, I bad more 
work than before to bring that out alſo, being 
= ve of inſtruments neceſſary for ſuch an 
3 ration. However I 0 U = defect there- 
| ok with my fingers, which I brought to the 
2 2 . child s mouth, and ſo got it out; _ after- 
burthen (which was likewiſe putrify 'd) follow- 
= T 6 ing ſoon after; Iordered her immediately two 
1 ſpoonfuls of oil, with an ounce and a half of 
F . 8 ugar, for want of freſh butter, which is a ra- 


* among the poor e people. 4 


«+ 
+ 


Fw J 

I gave a ſtrict « to the midwife of the. 
village, who was an underſtanding woman, to i 
apply to the child-bed woman twice a day,” | 1 
an emollient clyſter, made of two pounds . 
whey, in which has been boiled before tw” _—_— 
leaves of mallows, althea, violets, mot he- 
wort and wormwood, adding to each pound 

two ounces of honey for that in the morninʒ 
but that in the evening to be uſed without. 4 
honey. For her conſtant drink I ordered her a _ 

decoction of dog's-graſs, liquorice, batley, and 
the ſcolopendria. It is obſervable that this Mm 4 
woman, before her delivery, complained of 
a benumbedneſs in her right thigh, occaſion- 
ed by the bulk and weight of the RO 
Fs on that ſide ; this I removed by bathing it 
with oil of camomil, melilot, and ſuch lil 
emollient remedies. © I farther: preſcribed her a 
cordial (to be taken every night, two hours 
after ſhe had taken her broth) of hr ee 
carduus water, half a dram of the confection 


of hyacinths without muſk; mixed wh tun * F 


ounces of ſyrup of nenuphar, to be taken at 
twice, She allo made ee 3 
dern. Allee 1 bhp: , 4 

Fake barley, kia bread, the leaves of W +, 2 
lens; violets, lettuce, ſuccory and — 4 
equal parts; boil them in | Gr water, apply: 
the decoction ſometimes with CN ſorctmes,, 


_— 5 1 0 „ 
o allay the inconvenience of the 8 =_ 
t, ſhe uſed the decoction of worm wood 9 
. G& 3 and | 
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and mother wort, for a month or five weeks 
after her delivery. As I was from time to 
time inform'd (by letters) of the conſtitution. 


of her body, I ordered her (after the flooding 


was over) to make uſe of an injection into the 


privy parts, made of barley,” centaury, worm- 
wood, motherwort, agrimony, the round ari- 


ſtolochy and conſolida roots, and frequently to 


repeat the ſame; by the help of which remedies 
ſhe was reſtored to health, and in ſix weeks 
after her delivery, came no leſs than three 


large leagues on foot to return me thanks, 


: 5 U k. 4 >» , \ : - ** 93 5 
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\ OnsnRvATION XXIII. 


n. Deliver of « Child with the Bell foremeſ. 


Ovember the ch, 1667, I was called to 
a woman in the ſtreet of Britain, near 


| * Marais du Temple; ſhe being very weak, 
and the child coming with the belly foremoſt, 


I told her huſband, That I muſt endeavour to 


turn the child, which in the pofition it was in then 


could promiſe no happy delivery. Thus towork 
I went, and guiding my fingers gently along 


the body of the child down to the thighs and 


legs, I got hold of the feet, which I brought 
out in leſs than three minutes: Having bap- 


tized 


N 


46 -- 
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tized thein, 1 wrapped about them ü fie alli 
and ſo pulled out the child (which was nap. 


very big) without much difficulty. 


The woman was no ſooner delivered j bot 


ſhe ſaid, She thought herſelf raiſed from the dead, 
defiring me to tarry à little while to direct the 
midwife (who was none f the moſt careful) inthe 
ement of the child. I ordered her there- 
- fore, that ſhe ſhould cleanſe the child with 


warm wine mixt with ſome butter, of a-cer-  - 


tain white, ſlimy, oleaginous ſubſtance, where- 
with it was covered all over, as has been men- 
tioned once before. This done, I made her ruby 
it with warm dry cloths, and took care that a 


little butter ſhould be applied to the navel, 
near the belly. The butter is applied to ha, 
ſten the falling off of the navel - ſtring, which 


happens commonly four or. five days aſter the 
birth, provided you apply freſh butter every 
morning and evening. But in caſe you are de- 
ſtitute of butter, you may inſtead thereof uſe 
oil of olives, oil of ſweet almonds, or ſuch like 
emollient medicines, which promote the ſepa- 
ration: in this you muſt dip a ſmall piece of 
cloth, which you muſt apply to the navel» 
firing, as is mentioned before, which after the 


delivery muſt be conſidered as ſuperfluous, and Wo 


not; belonging to the body. 
After I had made her anoint the an 


very well with butter, I made her wind about 


it a ſmall fine cloth, and another doubled one, 


of 4 inches breadth, round the waiſt, to cloſe. 
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up the navel, It is the buſineſs of the nurſe 
to-ſee this repeated every morning and evening, 


and to take care that that piece of navel-ſtring; 
which is to fall off, may not touch the bare bel- 
y of the child; for being very cold,-it would 
create g in the child which may be pre- 
vented by winding a dry cloth about it. Af- 
ter the navel · ſtring is dropped off, you muſt till 
continue to anvint the navel with butter, and 
not remove the double cloth round the waiſt 
till x weeks after, when it will ſettle, and be 
quite dried up. You ought alſo to lay a dou- 
eee upon the child's breaſts and under 
ear 
nl midwife, or wet le, ought to 
take all poſſible care to prevent the children 
from crying fiercely, which often proves the 
cauſe of a 222 or of the ſcrotum in 
the boys. Vou may ſometimes obſerve the 
ſerutum in the boys bloated up (after their birth) 
by a flatulent ſubſtance, which may be eaſily 
_  difpelled by 2 them up in warm cloths, 
in warm white wine or claret, unto 
which you may add a little ſalt, which renders 
it more eſſicacious: but it muſt be applied warm 
to the affected part. The child being dreſſed, 
I took my leave of the good woman, who ap- 
peared pretty briſk, ns returned me many 
thanks for my care. At parting I once more 
recommended the woman: to the care of the 
midwife, it happening ſome times, that by ſome 
onforelcen accident or other, a woman un 
2 child-bed 
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child-bed is loſt ſor want of the afflnase 


uur as it fell out with this woman. 


child-bed woman, whether ber 
much? She anſwered, No: and that /be mi 
$9 about ber bufineſs, ſhe being inclined to feen 
, Tus the midwife departed, recommending her 


to the care of her mother. Aſter the woman 


had reſted for ſome time, ſhe told her mother 
That: ſhe found herſelf very ſict; and the mo- 


ther not knowing the cauſe thereof, and think». 


ing to revive her daughter, gives her a good 


cop of firong broth, which the had ne an 


£ hes down, but laying her head upon the pil- 


low, ſhe expired immediately. This was oc 


caſioned by an exceſſive flooding, whereof the 
mother not being aware, ſhe proved the in- 
nocent occaſion of her death; it being of the 
utmoſt conſequence to take the due time of mi- 


niſtring food, and the true proportion thereof 2 
upon ſuch docalitne ; for the natural heat be- 

ing ſuppreſſed, the vapours which riſe upwards +» 
ate the occaſion that the paticnt is ra, 0 


the quantity of the food. 25 


There are two general cauſes of the Jeath or L 


women in child-bed, (as I. have told before) 


vis, When the flooding is either too little or 


too much, which obtains as well in natural as 
- uonatoral births. Midwives of {kill and experi- 

ence commonly know how to obviate thoſe 
evils; but the worſt is, that women for the moſt 


„ 


For the mid wife being called away, 4a 
was fad 


ſveh' perſons as are well verſtd in thoſe _ 4 oF 


1 1 
part chuſe their mid wives at the recommenda- 
3 tion of their female friends, without being ſuffi- 
ciently convinced of their abilities. The fame 
muay be ſaid of the dry nurſes, who, tho' for the 
moſt part ignorant enough, yet will be tamper- 
Ing with the woman under their care. Thus 
I know ſeveral inſtances where nurſes have ſent 
women in child-bed to the grave, by the ex- 
ceſſive uſe of clyſters ; whereas ſuch as tender 
their ſafety, ſhould not admit of clyſters with- 
out the advice of a phyſician, man-midwife, 
or midwife. Of this I cannot forbear to give 
you an inſtance. A certain gentlewoman in child- 
1 q bed, being ordered by a'pbyfician of note to have 
 ./ chhller applied once every day; the dry-nurſe 
perſuaded the woman, that one was not ſufficient, 
but" that ſhe muſt uſe them more frequently. In 
effett, ſhe applied her ſeven clyſters a day, which 
fo wenkened the woman, that ſhe died without the 
_ _  Jeaft figns of a fever, but ſo emaciated, that the 
JL was diſcovered after ber death by the maid, 
= bo wþbrarded the nurſe, that ſhe had told ber 
Mien enough, She ſhould not apply ſo many clyſ- 
tiers to her miſtreſs; but that the nurſe bit her 
Meddle with her own buſineſs, and that ſince 
”  _ ſhe had been a nurſe ſixty years, ſhe would not 
be inſtructed how to manage theſe matters. 
+ Thus I remember divers other women put to 
no ſmall inconveniencies, by the ignorance of 
_ their nurſes, who have fomented the privy- 
parts immediately after their delivery with 
| Wine 


\ 


FS 1 
wine and other aſtringent medicines, whenkes* 


the flooding being ſtopped, the ſame has proved ' 


the occaſion of dangerous diſtempers, which 
may ſerve as a warning not to proceed too rathly 
in theſe. caſes, without the advice of e 
wel killed i in their Sts | 
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3M Delivery of 4 Child with the Net ing 


_ foremoſt. 


UNE 16th, 1668, I was called to a nurſe. 

in the Tachary- ſtreet, who complained of 
violent pains all over her belly. 1 conveyed my 
fore-finger into the neck of the womb, where 
finding the membranes broken, and the water 
gone, I felt the navel-ſtring of the child fore- 
moſt, I guided my hand into the inner orifice - 
of the womb, along the child's belly, till get- 
ting hold of "the foot, I brought it out, tak - 
ing effectual care, that the child's toes turned 
towards the fundament of the mother, and the 
heels to the bladder, as has been mentioned . 
before, ” 
After I had baptized it, I wrapped. 8 cloth 
about the feet, and ſoon accompliſhed he ra 
yery, the mother finding herſelf very. well 


* 


K * 1 


the titne of her Yyidi in: but being w 
d t long ff te dhe in the four 
woch of her bigneſs, the child being grown 
to the womb. 
ede Letit for tur bout that tiwe, aud upon 
ſearch made with my finger, found the wotnb 
, as if ſhe had not been with child; tho it 


open 
muſt be confeſſed, that this is not always a ne- 
ceffary conſequence, becauſe the fame happens 
. ſometimes thus in women. I remember a cer- 
© © tain gentlewoman, whoſe womb from the fourth 
= 2 — ninth month of her bigneſs, was always 
| | n, that it would calily admit the extremi- 
ty of my finger, but the orifice was. very thick; 
2385 ſeems to contradict what has —. aſſert- 
ed in the tenth Obſervation, viz. That during the 
woman's being with child the womb Reefs very cloſe, 
and that even in the beginning of the labour of the 
man (there mentioned) we nd the inner ori. 
Ace thus c wg 4p. However, it ought to be taken 
that the inner orifice of the be- 


notice 
forementioned woman was not yo ſo 
Hard as that of this. I afked her, Whether 


had her due manthly times ? She anſwered, 


Whieh made me judge ſhe was not with cui 
which was alfo 8. opinion of all the men- 
nd wives and midwives that either faw or 
ard of her. 

Being ſeized with a Pls and une to 
emp by a pb yfician, the defired my afliftance ; 
i Ba hee mplained of moſt violent pains 


der Led her be fer blood 25 
g e 


Wy + 
ho pain increaſing ſo as that her life was de- 
{paired of, I recommended her to the cat t 

Mr. Rennet, the vicar of St. Mederic's pariſh; 
who having prayed. with her, and given her 
the ſacrament, ſhe died ſoon after. I was defired 
next morning by her daughter to open her bo» 
dy, to inveſtigate the cauſe of her death; but 
being too buſy at that time, they ſent for ano · 
ther ſurgeon, who opened her within four 
hours after ſhe was expired, (a thing I ſhould - 
not have conſented to had I been preſent) who 
found a child of four months old ſunk into the 
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pe Ons ERVATION XXV. 8 
We Delivery of a Child with the Head foremgſt. 
ULY the 12th, 1668, I was called to a gen- 


J tkewoman living without St. Anthony's Gate, 
whom I found in labour, the child coming with. 


the head foremoſt. I ordered her a clyſter, but. 


the ſame producing no manifeſt effect, I let. 
her blood the next day. The poor gentlewo- 
man did ſtrain hard as often as the pains came, 
to promote the delivery, but the child being 
very weak, could not ſecond the endeavours o 
the mother. This made me deſite the * 
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of a phyſician, and Dr. Moreau being ſent for, 


we began to conſult, in conjunction with Mr, 
Bonchet (lately called in), a noted and able 
ſurgeon of the company of Paris, and an ex- 


| eellent man-mid wife, what was to be done; 


and, after divers arguments, it was concluded 


to have patience, tho the head of the child 
appeared ready for the birth, and the orifice of 
the mother opened to the bigneſs of a French 


crown-piece, but of an oval figure. But the 
child could make no further advances towards 


| its delivery, the ſeveral parts of the paſſage be- 


ing ſo hardened, that there was no way of ex- 


tending them ſufficiently to afford an opening 


for the child. | 4 
Me ordered her a clyſter of the decoction 
of the leaves of mallows, althea, violets, 
the pellitory of the wall, of the flowers of 
camomil and melilot, in a pound whereof 


was diſſolved an ounce of the electuary be- 


nediffi laxativi, and three ounces of honey. 


After the application of the clyſter, we at- 
forded her only 

ſeribed her a ſecond phlebotomy; after which 
we gave her a cordial of clove-gilly- flower 


eggs for her food, and pre- 


Water, mixed with a drachm of cinnamon 


water, and as much confection of hyacinths 


without muſk, which is generally noxious to 
women under thoſe circumſtances. But all 
theſe endeavours proved fruitleſs, the child 
remaining unfortunately fixed in the inward 
the hairy crown being 

plainly 


orifice f the womb, 


E "x * 1 - 
lin arma. bees of « bas 
hw remained. thus till the 15th d 
When we applied another clyſter, but 9 - 
any. alteration, neither this nor the mar... ; 
| 6th day. The 17th day and following nigh 
ſhe complained of exceſlive pains, and voi 
much water, The 18th we-plainly perceived 
that our patient grew worſe and wore; this 
made us ſend again for Dr. Moreau, to crave. 
his aſſiſtance. He enquired of us, (ui. an- 
other man-midwife and ſurgeon of our 
two midwives, and myſelf). how matters 
for the laſt twentysfour hours, — 
aving given him an exact account, it was a- 
greed on all hands, that the child muſt be dead, 
it being impoſlible it ſhould remain ſo long in 
that — being ſuffocated; —3 
that therefore the delivery ought to be e 
ſince the Doctor was of opinion, that the wo- 
man had ſtrength enough to undergo it. 
However, ſhe having received the Sacra- 
ment, my brother man- midwiſe, being the 
eldeſt, = went to work, (Mr. Buiclat, "ED 
we mentioned before, being abſent) and did 
all that poſſibly could be expected from a 
ſon well verſed in his art. He fixed a 
1 into the child's head, but not 
ſufficient hold, the head would not follow, a2 1 
he hoped it might have done, though he pant” _ 
above an hour, and took incredible. pains to I 
bring it out. Dr. en pitying the condi : 
tion $1 


. T 0 1 
W ef the poor patient, told Kimi; that he! 
being of a great age wanted ſtrength to per- 
form ſo difficult a taſk, and therefore he had 
better leave it to me. I excuſed the mat- 
ter as long as 1 could, the patient being my 
intimate acquaintance, whom 1 knew I could 
not deliver without great pain; but Doctor 
Moreau being ſufficiently ſenfible of the diffi- 
culties and danger likely to attend this deli- 
very, | enjoined me poſitively to begin the 
Work, which I did with my hand only, 
without the help of a hook. For perceiving 
that the head was miſerably torn by the hook, 
I removed gently the bones of the head with | 
my fingers, for fear they ſhould hurt the wo- 
man; and thus bringing out the bones one 
after another, the brains followed of courſe. 
Then I puſhed back the trunk of the body, 
the ſhoulders whereof were fixed in the inner 
orifice of the womb, without being able to 
? sit. I took almoſt incredible pains to bring 
them backwards, in order to come at the feet, 
Which ſucceeding at laſt, I brought them out, 
"afterwards the trunk, and at laſt che After 
burthen. aries Part V7 . 
Dr. Moreau Gere the woman a Wiitors 
of fix ounces of the water of allelvjah, the 
juice of three four oranges, a draghm of 
the confection of hyacinths without muſk, 
two ounces of ſyrup of lemons, and the fame 
mm quantity of the oil of ſweet· almonds for 2 Tg or 
2 ; | ce 
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| | thice FRY to ah patient and pro- 
mote the flooding. - Two hours after the tak - 
ing of the laſt doſe, ſhe was allowed a cup of "2 
- broth, mixt with the juice of two ſour oranges. _ 
The two firſt nights ſhe, had alſo a clyſter of a 
pound of whey, mixt- wich two ounces of o! 
of ſweet almonds. 1 
Upon ſearch of the privy oafloged, we found | 
the 4 very black, ſomewhat mortified, and 
in a manner benumbed. Againſt this, we 
made uſe of ſea- water, or common Water, 1 
mixt with an ounce of ſalt to a pound, which , I 
being warm'd, we dipped. a ſpunge in, it, ng 
fomented and rubbed the parts with it well. + 
twice or thrice a day, which ſucceeded ſo well . 
that we reſtored their natural heat, We were 
alſo ſometimes not ſparing in letting of blood 
both in the arm and foot, and in cordials, ſuch 
as the waters of ſcorzonera and of carduus equal 
parts, adding a drachm of confection of hya·-· äk 
cinths and alkermes, without muſk, and two 
ounces of ſyrup of lemons to each pound of he 
waters, to be taken at twice. We made alſo 
frequent uſe of clyſters, and after the firſt .Y 
three days changed our fomentation forthe fol- = 
ings . 2 
Take two ounces of the round ariſtolochy 
roots, {waſhed ſeveral times in white wine, 
(which is thrown away) ſteep them afterwards 


twelve hours in ü of French wine, mixt A 9 
with four ounces * and let it * o a2ͤ 
third part. | N 1 
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ee e — 
times a day wi 
her bed fr — after, complaining 
continually of ſuch bearings down, as if ſhe 
was ready to be delivered. She has never been 
with child ſince, though for the reſt ſhe is very 
healthy, except that oftentimes ſhe is troubled 
with the whites, accompanied with great itch- 
ing, to allay which, ſhe bathes herſelf with 
2 which ſhe has found t the 1 remedy 


OBsSsERVATIO&R . 


m Delivery of « Woman of Mala. . 


JDEFORE I proceed any further, I muſt 
acquaint the reader, that the reaſons why 


e obſervations are interrupted, from 1668, 
till February 1671, was a 9 ſickneſs, 
2 hindered me from following my uſual 


yment. 
we 16th of February 1671, I ma to 


a baker's wife, afflicted with a violent flux of 


blood. After I had brought my fingers into 


| 8 ; | the inward orifice of the womb, I felt a mem 


branous ſubſtance of the bigneſs of a bowl, 
buch as they uſe i in the pall-malls, which 1 
Judged 


. + 101 . 

to be Cm or 2 
aſc of my fingers 
mother," and to bring 
I did by 
the flux ceaſed. This put me in min . 
tain paſſage in Mr. Viurdel's treatiſe, wherein 
he tells you, that in caſe a child comes with 
the head foremoſt; but cannot 
may make a hole in it with the 
fingers, and fo bring 


experience the of this aſſertion, 
being forced EGS all my ſtreng th 0 


to ſeparate it from the 
it out in pieces, wel 


tops of your 


EP of my 7 fingers, which would have 
proved an impoſſibility in a — 
e i: way 


oe xn 


The Delivery of @ Chil with the Face fron. 


ARCH 118 1671, 1 was s ſent for to 

a ſhoemaker's wife in the pariſh” of St. 
Mederie. Upon ſearch I found the child's face 
- foretnbſt, ſtuck faſt in the orifice; I anointed 


the face with butter cooled in freſh water, it 


being too ſoft before. I adviſed the mother to 
further the birth, by ſtraining nnn as 
R333 „ 


* 


2 — 
degrees; and the whole being got out, 
penetrate, y 
it out. I found now by 


entrance into. — Rin body with 


Ve 


* 4 


1160 1 
SF often as ſhe-found the pains coming”; for with- 
out theſe all the endeavours of the woman 
gà̃cte to no purpoſe, but ſerve only to weaken 
her. I told her, that we muſt let the child 
come forward in the ſame poſture it was in, 
though it would render her labour both harder 
and more tedious; yet, that notwithſtanding 
this, it was much ſafet to commit the whole to 
the ſtrength of nature, than to uſe violence or 
run the hazard of hurting the child's face, 
wer eſpecially the eyes; though notwithſtand- 
ing all the imaginable caution, very few children 
that are born in this poſture, come into the 
World without their faces bruiſed: but that is 
ſoon repaired by laying cloths dipped, in wine 
and oil upon it, as I told you in 2 third chap- 
ter of this treatiſe. This moved me to ex- 
pect the iſſue with ſome patience, which proved 
very fortunate, the child being born Shout 
any further trouble, or any of my aſſiſtance, 
than only anointing the r with e pad 
the mother was very well. 


\ OvsnnvariON: XXVIL.” 
The. Del ery 5 of.6 


and thence into the inward orifice of the womb, 


I found the "child's, mouth foremoſt; my 


made me draw back my fingers, for fear 
doing miſchief to an eye, which may ealily 
happen in this caſe, I was willing to ſtay for 


the coming of the pains, but none appearing in | 


two hours time, and her ſtrength abating con- 


fiderably, I thought it beſt to go about the de, 75 2 | : 
livery of the woman, who conjured me almoſt 3 


every minute to help her of her burthen, At 


any rate, though it were by opening her belly, _ 
? the pain ſhe felt in the _ 


the violence o : 
and bladder being inſu pportable. 


I repreſented the dangerous ſtate. of her Tſe | 
to the ſtanders by, ſhe being a young woman, 
and the firſt time of her delivery, Which 55 
th 


reaſon of the ſtraitneſs of the parts rendered 


Gale mary "Une. | They all LD. in the 


H 4 | lame 


* 


a Ch "with 4 | Mou * 
Ver engl. 2 5 


Tung the ac 1651! aka ah wo 4 

Je ewoman, whom I' found; exctflive | 
weak, andalmoſt without pains to promote the 
birth. Having brought my linger into the neck, | 


8 


vs > Ig 


5 [ 164 TY 
| fame opinion, that I hould do what ay in my 


er for Her delivery, and ſhe 
Fre er her foot, Type CELESTE: 
into the paſſage, endeavouring to move the 


child gently, and by degrees backwards, with- 
out lat . for fear of tearing the in- 


Ward orifice, as it happened to a man- mid wife 


of my acquaintance not long before. I advanced 


Wich my fingers by degrees, and 2 one 

of them bent into the 8505 A 
the under jaw towards the neck and 2 
bone; and coming at laſt towards the forehead, 
it gently Pom me, defiring in the mean 


rhile the mother not to preſs 170 againſt me, 


which would have been a great impediment, 
$he had ſo much ftedfaſtneſs as to follow my 
direction, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the 
ſhe was forced to ſuffer, which proved no 
2 all help to me in redueing the chil n 
bottom of the womb. 
This done, 1 gently cony ed my fingers 
g the child's body in ſearch of the feet, a 
e being found, T brought them out and 
arte them, Aber und wrapping a cloth 
about the legs, I drew out the body as far as 
the ſhoulders, and then taking care to bring 


dot che arms and head, the after-burthenthen 


followed with eaſe. 
The woman ſoon recovered her Arength uf- 


ter the delivery, and did extremely well with- 


out any further inconveniency, except that the 


cutward orifice of the womb was a little raw, 


2 | or 


— 


55 [wy] 
or ſore, a Ls a : 


which is cu by a fomentation with the 
decoction of barley 8 25 1 mixt with forme 
honey of roſes, to be applied five or fix time 
4 hy, 'We alſo ordered her the juice of two. 
Gar? pn, od mixed with dil of ſweet- al- 
monds and ſyrup of maiden-hair two vunces 


each, the juice of 1 being very proficu= 


ous in promoting the flooding, and d the oil and 


fyrup el the W 00 The: * 
was Horm 2 e es 


« N . 
4 6 % * * 
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— 
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Onennvanion XXIX. 


4 1 Ds of the After-burthen e the 
Child, which £4 the as 
55907 7 | 


LULY 14th, 1671, 1 was ſent for at nine 85 
clock at night to a gentle woman in labour, 

2 ing at an attorney's in the Blin 51 
artin's, near St. Mederic. There was a 
tain betwixt Dr. Moreau, Mr. Bouchet, 
and me; but the laſt being called away, leftthe _ 
1 ement of the matter to me. The woman 

2 been troubled for three weeks ſucceſſive - 
* a violent flux of blood, was by this time 
ic ſo weak, that for fear of the wort, we 
adviſed her to take the ſacrament ; which dane, 
5 brought 


106. © 


1. beende my fingers into the neck of the 
womb, where the. ficſt thing I met with was 


1 


the aiter-burthen, . and the. hide $.. head. be- 
bind it. I aſſured them, that as the labour ad. 
vanced the flooding would ceaſe, which hap- 
pened as 1 bad 7 for a fierce pain Jeter: 
vening, the head forcing 1 its way thro' the 
ter-burthen, I delivered the child without 
much ttouble,” though it was dead before, the 
woman being but — 2 in the eighth month of 55 


ber bigneſs. 


After her delivery ſhe was affected with fre- 
quent ſwooning fits, which we attributing to 
coagulated clods of blood remaining in 
the womb, I ſearched for them with my hand, 
but found none, and the flooding ceaſed ſoon 
after; the true cauſe of theſe ſwooning fits 
drawing their origin from the great loſs of 
blood, the poot patient being reduced to that 
degree of weakneſs, that we expected her 
death every moment, and therefore durſt not 
ſtir nor, move her, Aſter having continued 
thus Without 8 or motion for Tome time, 
we. at laſt ventured. to ſhift her. linnen, and 
Dr. Moreau preſeribed her proper remedies, 
and 4 convenient diet to. revive and ſtrengthen 
her, ſpirits, Firſt of all he Fr lered her the fol- 
lowing cordial, 

Water of bügloßs, Wa and carduus, 
two ounces each; prepared . pearls, half a 
drachm ; confeSfio. alkermes,, without muſk, 
one "drachm ; ; Bp. of raſderties, an ounce 


4108 8 L : an 


te 
and a half, to be taken by ſpoonfuls, betwixt 


the uſe of her broth made of pullets and veal, 
tõ be uſed frequently, but à little at a tine? 
She was alſo ordered a jelly of hartſhorn, to 
ſtrengthen, the parts and prevent a looſeneſs. 
The clyſters were prepared of the decoction of ; 
lettuces, purſlain, mallows, althea and vio- = 
let leaves, mixed with honey; two: ounces i 
the morning, but in the evening without ho- — 
ney. For her conſtant drink ſhe uſed the de- 

coction of - barley and liquoriſh; with a little 
pimpernel. By the help of theſe remedies the 
recovered her health and ſtrengt ... 
Not long after-I delivered a gentle woman inn 
St. Dennis's ſtreet, under the ſame circumſtan 1 
ces, in the preſence of Dr. Liekard, a\famous  _? 
phyſician, and deacon of the faculty of Paris. 
This gentle woman being delivered in the 
eighth month of her being with child, retain - 


the exceſſtye loſs of blood, which had brought 

her to death's door, ſo : that ſhe received all 

the ſacraments, but was reſtored to her ſofmer 
health, without feeling any farther inconveni -? 
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0" mug, a CE — Birth, being 
| ves. . Medtech 
time to a woman in hard labour, 
in 5 Ae Doty Mortellerie, the midwife, 
tho''elſe ſkilful „being quite put to her 
wits-end- what to do. Upon ſearch Ifound the 
head of the child (which was dead) ſtanding 
in che birth, which they had taken care to bap- 
tire; ſo that now not being ſollieitous upon 
that account, all my cate was to preſerve the 
mother. 1 therefore brought my fin ngers gent- 
13 as far as I could reach, in 
Order to bring out the dead carcals,- but to my 
great furprize, found the head ed from 
the trunk, and one arm broken, which oblig- 
ed me to put in my whole hand by degrees, 
to take hold of ſome other part of the A . 
I felt a kind of bladder, not unlike that 
. full of water, which I endeavoured to 
with my fingers, but in vain ; and there- 
"cutting it with a hook, about three or 
four pints of water came out of the child's 
* * Waker contained i in the membranes 


being 


no more 


= 1 
being voided before. I now: began duc 
good hopes of a ſafe deliver y of the-carcals, 
which I'encompaſſed at laſt, tho* not without 
great difficulty. I ordered a draught to be 
made of the child before I opened it; it had a 
t tumour in the lower region of the belly, 
inches and a half long from one ſide to the 
other, and four and a quarter broad from the | 
navel down to the groin. | It was ' ſomewhat 


elevated in the middle, and underneath it, _ 


wards the groin, appeared another tumour, 
not unlike a wart, of a circular figure, and. 
the diameter the eighth part of an inch, and 


protuberating to he heighth: of the twelfth: 
part of an inch; when you ſqueezed it, there 
iſſued thence ſome drops oſ water, which made 
us imagine, that perhaps it might be an imper - 
fect member of a boy. The navel-ſtring bad 
five. ſixth parts of an inch diameter, where it 
was inſerted into the child's belly. The after- 
burthen appeared natural and perfect; and the 
woman herſelf (notwithſtanding her hard la- 
bour) felt herſelf very well, and ſubject to 
than i been ah , 

lyings in, which had alw y enough. 
| Thus much of the delivery. = 5 

As to the child, we began the e 
inciſion put croſs the belly; vi. We ſeparated 
the ſkin from the navel along the white ſtreak 
that runs down to the groin, and thus proceed- 
ed even to the place where the great gut ought _ 

Er it might = 


* 


— there, becauſe it happens ſometimes, 
tat one is obliged to make an inciſion in that 
part, to open à paſſage for the excrements; 
at we could neither diſcover anus nor cods; 
nor any out ward genital parts. Then we made 
another inciſion eroſs the muſcles of the bel- 

5 12 to get ſight of the paunch, and to diſcover 
I poffible, thereabouts ſome of the outward 

parts; but though we ſearched as narrowly 
as could be, we found not the leaſt ſigns of 
aan ann, paſſage for the urine, or yard, or 
womb, or any other conveyance for the ex- 
crements either of the guts or bladder. We 
obſerved alſo the muſcles of the lower region 
of the belly, rather of a membranous than fleſhy 
ſibſtance, of a paliſh colour, as if they had 
= been waſhed by the water, that had * | 
F the dropſy in this child. We ſearched narrow- 
- , .  ly:under the ſlein and the muſcles, where the 
Fe leſſer tumour, was coherent. to them, whether 
it was not the yard; but could not diſcover any 
ding like it, there being not the leaſt footſteps 
Ef to be ſeen, of ſeminal: veſſels, of the ſtones, 
ge of the urine, or of the womb, or any 
OS. thing elſe which might diſcover the-leaſt diffe- 
"rence of ſex, which made us conjecture, that 
the child not being able to diſcharge its urine 
through the uſual paſſige, was ſeized with 
| + this:droply, which alſo led us into this further 
IT. - | that perhaps the urine of a child 
* womb furniſhes part of that water 
3 is voided. during the mother's "Wha 
| W What 


I 
| | 
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What' confirms me in this opti, is, Ge 


delivered a child, which being drawn out by — 5 


feet, and ſtoppidg i in the paſſage with its belly let 
a conſiderabie quantity of urine, tho in all pow 


bability it had not drawn any breath before. 
Having taken a full 'view of every thing 
thus far, we alſo opened the reſt to inſpect 
alſo the interior parts of the belly. The firſt 
thing we ſaw, was the before-mentioned larg 
tumour, being the bladder itſelf full of Watek. 


We were juſt opening it, when perceiving the 
great gut, inſtead of its natural poſition, to be 


faſtened to, and terminating into the bladder; 


we were reſolved to inveſtigate the manner 
of this inſection. The great gut appeared 
black, by reaſon of the black excrements 
chered in the guts of the children in the 
womb; and which are never diſcharged till 
after the birth; theſe are ſometimes ſo harden- 
ed there, that you are obliged to have recoutſe 
to the oil of '{weet almonds, a little caſſia, or 
_ ſome m—_ to promote their -evacuatio 
without w 

its nutriment. Accordingly opening the blad- 
der, there ifſued thence about a pint and a r 
of clear water, without any mixture of the 
black excrements; but preſſing the arſe- g 
towards the bladder, a ſmall quantity of them 
appeared upon the bottom of the bladder, which - 
giving us ſufficient occaſion to open * of 
about an inch above the bladder, and to put a 
ore with a round head into it, the ſame made 


its 


. 


1 
3 


. 
ich the child would be bereaved "3 9 


- FO 


its s way directl * any a into * FP; 
ning thro' 1 itn the excrements had been 
nes into the bladder. The laſt being 
quite evacuated did not ſhrink or at leaſt very 
little, being very d and of the thickdels 
of the eighth 2er and of a whiter 
_ colour = ofual, occaſioned according to our 
_ ſentiment, by the * which thro' the ura · 
abus ſpreading itſelf all over the body, cauſed _ 
- that evacuation of the water which we told 

vou iſſued from the body, after its firſt opening, 
with the hook. The exterior muſcles were 
| allo pale; and not near ſo red as the interior 
ones. The head, tho ſeparated from the body, 


"it Vas full of blood: and at the bottom of the 


right fide of the bladder, we diſcovered certain 
ſmall tones joined ſo cloſely to its ſubſtance, that 
we _ ſcarce get them looſe ; they extended 
in le the third part of an inch, and in 
bread 2 r lan The kidneys were 
diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral partitions, cloſed up 
in one membrane or ſkin, as we ſee in the young 
Geer, which made me ſulpeck, that out of each 
of theſe partitions, the urine was conveyed into 
the geluis, or baſon of the kidney, | 
The liver appeared natural both in colour 
and ſubſtance ; which gave me occaſion to ima- 
gine, that the beforementioned dropſy, had no 
other origin, than the want of paſlage of the 
urine, which being forced back, diſperſed it- 
ſelf through the meln into the exterior part 
of the body. ; : 
1 


3 

* iS 2 vulgar ſaying, that the water is gelen, 
when the water iſſues from the womß, tho 
very improperly, it beiag the membraties that 
contain the water, and are broken in labour. 
We diſcovered the ureters faſtened to the blad- 
der and kidneys, and looked for the ſeminal 
veſſels, but found nothing of them, nor any 
other part belonging to progeneration, not any} | 
of the veins or arteries. which ſend their 
branches that way. The ſtomach and cawI 
appeared natural, and in their proper eis . 
did alſo the ſpleen, but ſomewhat 
opened alſo the breaſt, and Ace the bean 
with its pericardium, being much more red 
than the muſcle of the inferior belly. The 
lungs were of their true colour, without any. 
ſigns of a droply ; and, to be ſhort, all the other. 
parts in the Thorax, or ſuperior concavity, yd, 
nothing. in them worth obſervation, ://. 41 & 

According to the reckoning of the mother, 
the child was juſt ſeven months in the womb,” 
ſhe had been extremely well ever ſince her Iy-: 
ing-in, and when Mr. Pecquet and 1 vilited, 
ber, ſhe had only ſome ſmall dropſical ſymp⸗ 
toms in her legs, wherewith ſhe was ſeized 
about three weeks before her STRATA, bin bak: 
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.- OB88RvaTION XXXI. 


The Delivery of a Child preſenting the Navel- 
8 Ty String, the Hand, tbe Elbow, and Knee. 4 a 


X PRIL the 7th, 1671, I was called to a 
EI. fruiterer's wife in Pear-tree-ſtreet near 
I St. Mederic's. Upon ſearch I found the navel- 
firing, in the neck of the womb, as likewiſe 
one hand, one elbow, and one knee, at the 
fame time. The membranes being broken, and 
the water gone, the paſſages . were very dry, 
3 Which put me into no ſmall conſternation, as 
it often happens to the moſt courageo n 


1 . 
5 mid wives upon ſuch difficult occaſions. e- 
ever, I conveyed my fingers (well greaſed be- 
fore) very gently into the neck of the womb, 
and reduced the navel-ſtring back as far as 1 
could within the inward orificè of the womb, 
which done, I endeavoured to do the ſame with 
the arm, charging the woman not-to 1 for- 
ward; and this alſo ſucceeding according to 
wiſh, I puſh'd the knee to one fide, till the foot 
followed, which I drew out, and baptized. I 
pulled the foot nearer and nearer to me, with- 
- out troubling myſelf to look for the other, when 
wm hand was covered with the black excre- 
| | ments 
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ments I have ſpoken of before: I continued 

rawing the foot towards me as gently as I 
could, and the knee of the other leg appearing, 
I put it back, and ſo got hold alſo of the other 
foot. Then I wrapped each of them ſeparately. 
(for fear of bruiſing them) in a thin cloth, and 
pull'd the child out to the knees, and after- 
wards to the thighs and ſhoulders. After I had 
looſened them a little, I laid my hands upon 
the breaſt and neck (as has been often men- 
tioned before) but the head ſtuck ſo faſt, that\l 
was forced to bring two of my fingers into ti = 
child's mouth, and with a great deal of tou. 
ble to the help of the child's chin, which ſtnek. - 7 
to the uttermoſt and undermoſt part of “e 
neck of the womb, and thus brought forth 's n 


-_ - 


handſome girl, which was baptized in St. Me. 
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2 The Delivery of a Monſtrous. Child with the 


Wh}! 71% v4 Bo ls Jane. x 


ee 


t 


"02 7 


bbs we agb, 1671, 1 was peg 
for, betwixt ten and eleven o'clock at. 


night, to deliver a woman in the pariſh of St. 


John's. Upon ſearch, made, I felt two ſmall, 
tumors, which I conjeRuting to be the child's; 
ches, I was very careful of touching the ſame, 


but liding along gentſy with my fingers ſome- 


times on one, ſometimes on the other ſide, I 
felt divers other protuberaices, which, upon 
ſtriet examination, provedy o- be on the hind- 
moſt part of the head, directly oppoſite: to the 


8. 


eee little . The head was 


quite flat at the top, as if the ſkull had been 


| fawed off, and without any other bones. I en- 


deavoured to draw it out, but found it a diffi- 
cult taſk ; ſo that finding not the leaſt ſign of 
life, and that I could not poſſibly manage it 
alone with my hands, I conveyed with my fin- 


gers a ſtring round below the chin, in hopes to 


draw it out thus, but to my great ſurprize it 
broke in pieces, tho' it was a very ſtrong one. 


However, I had advanced fo far * the hep 


T + 3. 


the _ that I 3 it W out not 
N 
It pre 


che * phe x7 ts who Gow it ters 7 — 5 


ſurprized at it. The head was no bigger than a 
large tennis-court-ball, with a round agreeable 


viſage, but quite flat on the top, having only : 
a black ſpot inſtead of the ſkull. It had two _ 


ears, on each ſide one, but ſhaped like thoſe of 
apes, except that they did not ſtand upright, 
but hung downwards, like dogs ears, and were 


ſurrounded with a reddiſh hair, (like thoſe f 


an ox) an inch and a half long: behind the 
ears were two protuberancies on each ſide, like 
the horns of a calf. Thus there was ſcarte 
any thing of true human ſhape in the Head, 


unleſs it Se the face, which would have been 


very handſome, had it not been for the eyes, 
which were 400 N very much miſhaped. It Was 


2 girl, and dec the ſeventh month of 5 


the mother's s bigneſs. After the breaking of the 
membranes, the water came in ſuch quantity, 
that it ran through the bed upon the floor; 
and after the bringing out of the after-burther, 


there followed a quart more (detained' hiehertd . 


among the membranes) with ſuch clods of 
blood, as I his not dt ſeen for '« confierable tirne | 
before, ee | en 
bas by 256230971160 21/17 RET ITY 
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-UGUST. * 16515 I was ſeat Gre 

voman afflicted with moſt violent epilep- 
tic fits, living at the foot of the bridge of our 
Lady in St. Mederic's pariſn. At the deſite of 
Dr. Mathon, a phyſician al che faculty of Paris, 
to ſearch the woman, I brought my fingers in- 
to the neck of the womb, and I found the in- 
ner orifice opened only to the bigneſs of a good 


ſix· pence. Hereupon it was thought adyiſcable 
to adminiſter phlebotomy in the foot, Which 


being done accordingly by Mr. Lombart, my 
brother ſurgeon, the fits ceaſed, and the wo» 
man recovered her ſenſes, but within a minute 
they returned again. By this time Dr. Moreau 
coming to our aſſiſtance, we went into a con- 
ſultation what was beſt to be done, the reſult 
"whereof was, that a clyſter ſhould be applied, 
made of the decoction of the emollient herbs, 
mixt with half an ounce of the electuarium bene. 
dicti laxativii, three ounces of honey, and two 
ounces of oil of ſweet almonds : after this, 
to let blood in the arm, and give the patient 
a cordial of carduus- water, ten ounces; of the 

5 : con- 


-E 10 3 


= of 1 n two ounces, foie two doſes, 5 
But all theſe remedies not 
conſiderable alteration, it was | 


udged abſolute- 


ly. neceflary to proceed to the deſwery of the 


woman. Our reſolution being communicated 


to her huſband, and the danger of his wife, 


he deſired that nothing might be left undone 
that might contribute towards the ſaving of her 


9 the taſk under condition, 


That all there preſent ſhould engage to clear me of 


the aſper fions that might 1 


rr una 


in caſe the woman ſhould die during 
Unto which they replied, That at 3 
on. the patient as a dead woman, it was ly 
neceſſary to undertake the operation, would 


tberefore bring no-blemiſh upon my reputatiom 8 


to work 1 went, and the woman 
without ſenſe or motion, like a dead carcaſs, 
laid her croſs the bed. My hands being very 


— along the neck of the womb to its inner 


one after another, into the inward: orifice, and 
ſo dilating it by degrees, brought in the third 
finger; and ſtretching further, introduced at laſt 


— — — Abit - 


a ſpeculum matricis, or icrew, 1. extended the 
orifice with not collins for: fear: 2 


— 
Py 
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producing aß 


well greaſed with freſh / — I conveyed my 


orifice, which finding ſomething more opened 
than in — J put two of my fingers, 


= * 5 Sf 5 1 
/ s 


— 


Lo. 


awe, i was very large) I found the 
Child ſwimming within its membranes. Having 
broken them with my fingers, whilſt the water 
wu coming out, I felt for one of the feet, which 
flulling into my hand immediately; whilſt I was . 
feeling for the other, I met with the navel- ſtring, 
1 Which giving me opportunity to diſcover that 
3 the child was ſtill alive, by the beating of the 
arteries (or at I brought the foot out im- 
mediately, and wrapping it in a cloth, pulled 
ni more towards me; and moving my hand 
higher up towards the knee, I diſcovered the 
ſnin· bone of the other leg, lying croſs the firſt 
2 I puſhed gentiy backwards to get 
| for the other to bring it out, and ſo drew 
em out both together; for had I uſed the 
leuſt violence in pulling out the firſt leg alone, 
- _ FTrhovld have broken that which lay acroſs 
do prevent which, ſingular rere ought to be 
oſed im ſuch lilee caſ es tn 


ανWhilſt IL was em — Aeg of the | 
woman, the doctors frequently felt her pulſe, 
to be ſatisfied concerning her ſtrength, which 
began to be very low. In the bringing out of 
the feet I took eſpecial care to keep the child's 
body in a ſtrait line, and to turn the toes (as 
0 as could be done towards the fundament 
of the woman; though the ſame is not to 
do effected at all times, and that for two rea- 
— when the child is exceeding big; 
et nem o is too mall 
„3 * And 


[ 121 J 


and'cloſe. To which two caſes i it is not rh. 


eee = ans 


er bronght bt the chüd as l. er ie Me 


eh ſticking in the neck of the womb, the 
mother was ſeized with a moſt violent fit, Which 


continuing for above half a quarter of an Hur, 
killed the child. After the fit was over” 1 pre- 8 


ceeded with all imaginable care, and now! 


ſenſible that no further harm could be done to 
the child, I brought my fingers into its mouth, 


and ſo pulling by the under jaw; whilſt I put my 
other hand to the neck; I at laſt accompliſd” 
the delivery, but was forced to make uſe of all 
my ftrength to encompaſs it; tho”. at the fame 


time I would have you talks this as a rule in i 


theſe nice operations, that circumſ 

and judgment have the greateſt ſhare in them. 

The next thing to be done was to bring forth 
'theafter-burthen, which follow'd without much 

trouble as it happens frequently in theſe caſes, 


where you have occaſion to further the birth 


with your hand in the womb, as has been men- 


tion d before; and ſo it happened with this'wo- 


man, for tho the lower part thereof was faſt- 


ned to the bottom of the womb on the right 


fide, yet guiding my fingers along the navel 
Teng 1 loofen'd the ſame in a minute. 
All this while our patient remained ſenſele6, 


which continued above twelve hours after her 
The next morning — litele re- 


delivery 
cover Ber ſenſes, I aſked * Whether fhe 
would be delivered? She anſwer d, Tes. But when 
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I bd her, [That it was done. already, ; the de- 
clared, That ſhe knew nothing of it no mare than 


8+: the fits ſhe lad bad. She did very well dur- 
ing ber lying · in, except that for — firſt twelve 
days ſhe | was: ſomewhat feveriſh, but after- 


Wi mended apace, and was pretty healthy, 
the this, was her firſt, child, an 6 wt ben 
„„ 


beg 505 8 „ 
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EF The Delivery of a pur id Child. 


YE hes 5th, 1671, I was called to a gen- 
10 dewoman, the wife of one belonging to 
the kings houſhold, ſuſpecting herſelf to be 
big with child. Her midwife being of opi- 
nion that; ſhe: was not, I deſired they ſhould ſend 
— Dr. Doutee, a learned phyſician of the fa- 
eulty, of Paris, who aſking my opinion, whe- 
ther I thought the gentle woman with child or 
Bots: I anſwer d, yes; and the Doctor agree: 
n the ſame ſentiment, we did not think fit 
| >. her let blood in the foot, which was 
urged by the midwiſe, pan ſuppoſition, that 
ſhe was not with child... 
# loſtead thereof, Dr. Dome: order 2 
5 of the decoction of 1 ace 


[ 123 } 
ſena leaves, mixt with am ounce of wen 
rhubarb, | which gave ſome relief for that . 
tine. But within a month after, being ſeized 
with a moſt violent pain about the region 
the. kidneye, and in the belly, ſhe ſent, for 
another midwife, who told her, that the meta» - 
branes appear d in the neck of .the-wombs,/ of 
about the bigneſs of a penny loaf. According» - 
ly the membranes breaking. and the water fols © 
lowing, the midwife aſſured her, that the in · 
Ward orifice of the womb was how of the 

bigneſs of half a crown; wherenpon 1 being 
ſent for, ſhe told me, that ſhe believed ſhe was 
not with child, becauſe the had had her regular 
monthly courſes ; beſides that, 1 remembered, 
it was the opinion of her former midwike, that 
ſhe: was not wick . Wits - 
Bat upon ſearch having conveyed my ſote· 
kuger into the neck of the womb, I found the 
inward orifice very much ſunk; ſo that being 
forced to guide my finger along the arſe : gut, 
I felt a leg as far as to the knee: I took hold 
ol it wich my fingers, which, without the leaſt 
violence, remained in my hands torn from the 
body, which ſufficiently convinced me, that the 


child was dead and rs being no bigger 
| than the thigh of a large frog. vii 2&9v7-3 

It was thought fit to ſend once more for Dr. ; 
Doutee, who being convinced. that the child 
was dead, adviſed, 1 it ought to be expelled. 
It was therefore agreed, that a clyſter ſhould 


Is med the common decodtion, na | 


* 
1 


= allo Hold be boiled one wild cucumber, and 
0 3 e coloquinth apple, with the additions gf 
8 Vaude of the eleffuarium diapbœnicun. 
This clyſter proved ſo ſucceſsful,” that the en- 
ming pains forced forward the remaining p 
br the child, which being quite putrify d, af- 
foxded's' very nauſeous rake.” In caſe the cly- 
fter had not 5. ene ür intention, we intend- 
E to have applied a ſuppoſitory made of oxes 
II; we repeated the fame clyſter,” but with- 
Wan "manifeſt effect; ſhe was extremely 
weak, occaſioned by the exceffive — of blood, 
which not ceaſing as yet, I brou ought de my fingers 
in, and found award or ry hard 
and inflamed. I did all I could to dilate the 
"id orifice (being a quarter of an inch thick) 
wo and advanced very far with my fingers to 
reach the aſter-burthen, ſuſtaining the child's 
belly all the While with my left hand. With a 
great deal of trouble I at laſt brought it out, 
but by piece-meals, there remaining alſo a piece 
of the bigneſs of a nut behind; but being e- 
parated before from the womb, the — 
ceaſed); ſo I let the patient take ſome reſt 
ho, by this exceſſtve evacuation, was . | 
ſo low, that in caſe it had not deen ſtopp'd, 
as it was, by the ſeparation of the 0c a 
hin, the muſt have infallibly died. bk 
©U Thewed the clods of blood and arb 
then to Dr. Doutee, who ordered her not to be 
diſturbed all that day. The next day being 
9 125 — pit — Ince of the 
1 | common 


f 


Tran 7 
common decoction, with two ounces of be. 
ney. About noon a fætid matter iſſuing out 
oF the womb, we applied a fomentation _ 
injection, made of barley and chervil, a hand- 
ful each. The next following night ſhe repoſed 
retty well, without any ſymptoms. of a fever, 
ber complained of pains in the belly and hips, 
which we attributed to a flatulent humour ;. 
ſhe aſked for ſome victuals, which we "denied 
her, but the made bold towards evening, at 
five, of the clock, with, a cup of broth,, 
with bread in it. On Tueſday the had the Ne- 


mer, clyſter repeated, but we preſcribed, ano- 5 


ther injection, of the decoction of wild cucum- 


bet roots and of agrimony, with th ree ounces. 


in a quart; of centaury Es We purſued, 
the ſame method two days longer, Which 129 
ſtored our patient ſo effectually, a the | left 
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when the other leg alſo began to 
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* Deli . 4 chill Afi the ar 
|: © wo Part of the Thigh. © 5 


7 Fhkeviber 220, 1671, being ſent for to b 

'waſher-woman in the ſtreet of 8 
piko in the pariſh of St. Mederic, I found 
every thing leading towards a delivery, the 
membranes being broken, and the water gone. 
Notwithſtanding which the woman' thought of 
nothing but death, and would needs ſend for 
her confeſſor, tho" by the pulſe of the arteries 


of the navel-ſtring I' was well convinced- that 


the child was alive. The child came with the 
upper part of the thigh foremoſt ; but having 
found means to . it back gradually into the 
womb, I guided my hand along the leg to the 
foot, which! brought out and baptized; then 
wrapping a cloth about the leg, I drew it to- 
wards me gently to the thigh and buttock, 
appear, reſt- 
ing upon the child's belly. I pulled till on 
by the leg I had brought out fore, till the. 
Whole body followed, whence it is caſy. to 


. not always neceſſary to put 
EO into the womb to get out the ſe- 


* 


( 2234J.7 


cond foot, ai it were, that (as bas been 


told before) the ſaid leg ſhould lie acroſs in 
| ach caſe. you. would break its IC you ſhould 


draw too ſtrong by the firſt foot. "ds with» 


- out this, or luch like an accident, the man- 


midwife need not faſten a ſtring to the leg, 
the ſame being not to be done without great 

in to the mother, and conſequently not-to 
be put in practice but in caſe of neceſſity, tho 


it is unqueſtionably more eaſy, and requires 


leſs ſtrength, to pull a broadiſh linnen ſtring, 
than the leg itſelf: but it ought to'be/obſery- 


ed, that this method is prejudicial both to ; 7 1 


the mother and child, the bladder and ſore 
other adjacent parts being in great danger 


being torn, ' and oy the violent . pulling. the 


child's leg may be broken, or the foot quite 
' torn off, whereof I knew ſome inſtances? it 
being caſy to be imagined, that ſince after they 


have faſtened the ſtring to the leg, they gene- 
rally bring it back into the womb, to find gut 


the other; all which can't be done Wi. 


violence and bruiſing of the paſſages, all which 
may be: avoided, 1790 make uſe on ly of your | 


and.. | 


s 
* 824 42 


After — *. pulled out the child to che : 
ſhotilders, I found them ſo broad, that I was 
forced to guide my hand along the arm tothe 
elbow, and ſo looſening i it and one of the hog 


ders, left the other in the paſſage, till it,came 


forth along with the head, holding one} hand 


upon che breaſt, the other on the; merke is 
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1 21 a lively girl, db any bleniſh. 


mother took a little oil of olives, and 
uſed every day an emollient and cooling cly- 
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2 — l e een in ſuch _ | 


a 4 . 
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f $ a Mr Hearriage of a Fetus 700 Months 4 


* CTOBER 23d, 1671, was called to a 
gentle woman ready to miſcarry of a fœtus 


of two months old. I found it ſtill.encloſed in 


the membranes, Which I opened at the delire 


_ of Dr; Pecquet of the faculty of Montpelier. 


The fœtus had the reſemblance of a bee. The 


th of the ſawe month I faw juſt ſuch another, 


coming from a gentlewoman of Antwerp. We 
ceived a flender ſpeck in the membrane, 


ealled the Amnios, of he bigneſs. $ of a good pea, 
and ſome ſmall veins, terminating on the ſaid 


membrane. Dr. Pecquet judged it to be no na- 


tural or compleat fœtus, but rather a monſter, 
tho the navel-ftring was faſtened to the after- 
burthen, and the eyes, noſe and* mouth were 
_ diſcernible thro the membranes, © The mother. 
did very well; it being obſetvable, that in 
5 theſe ſorts. of miſcarriages, there is ſcarce any 


for a man- mid wife or midwife, unleſs 


in 


b. 129+], 


im caſe of an excellive flux of blood (which: 


happens . ſometimes). or that * een 
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es . 157 1,1 3 to. 2wo ) 
Iman in St. Martin's ſtreet. + The time 
her reckoning being not quite come, I ſearch: 
her, and finding 1 1 child's. knee foreme 
puſhed. it back to get hold of the foot, which 
— out and baptized ; then Wrapping a cloth 
about the-leg above the ankle, I pulled towards 
me, and the. other leg reſting. upon the belly, 


body afterwards, without much difficulty. 


it followed with the buttocks, and the who le 


Tis worth obſervation, that when the t 8 


| ee with the breech foremoſt, there appears ; 


ſome black excrements, called meconzmm,. as M 
told you before. But this never happenin 4 5 
after he breaking of the membranes, the 


coming out of the water, it ſeems probable, 


that theſe excrements are preſſed'downwards 
by the breath of the child, as ſoon. as it is fen 5 


3 the citcun 


& / 20 ws 5 


bient air. Mr. Viard 


in his Treatiſe of Midwifery, ſays, Wat "the 


apptarance of « theſe excrements before the child 
is born, is an infallible. fign of its being dead; 
But as I have frequently experienced the con- 
trary, I am of opinion, he aſſerted this poſiti- 
on upon the credit of ſuch authors as write 
much more than they have ſeen ; whereas it 
would” be much more for the benefit of the 
public, eſpecially in ſuch caſes as thoſe, if no- 
thing were publiſhed but what is founded up- 
bn good and unqueſtionable credit and expe - 


F 


rience. 
I drew the child towards me to the armpits, 
and having looſened the arm with my fingers, 
1 laid my left hand upon the breaſt, and the 
right on the neck, and ſo pulling forward in 4 
direct line, compleated ihe delivery. 1 tied 
the navel-ſtring two inches diſtance from the 
belly, and once more two inches further to- 
Wards the womb-cake, and ſo cut it thro' in 
the middle, as we have told you before. I took 
particular notice whether any blood iſſued out 
of. the extremities, and conſequently whether 
theſe knots were well tied, a thing too often 
_ neglected by midwives ; which done, I brought 
forth the after-burthen, © © 90m 
It is further to be obſerved, that the after- 
burthen, or womb-cake (as the country wo- 
men call it) is oftentimes joined to the womb, 
tho” not always in the ſame place. Nature, as 
it ſeems, not limiting itſelf to any certain rule 
in this caſe; ſometimes it is either quite looſe, 


1 1 3 15 
or ſcarce joined, when it follows with a 
the leaſt pull of the navel-ſtring, and comes 
off from the bottom of ſides of py womb; as 
dough does from a board well ſtrewed with 
flower; but in caſe it is more cloſely joined; 
it is as. troubleſome to be removed thence; as it 
is with a' piece of dough from a table, that 
has not been ſtrewed before with flour, 
which muſt be brought off by pieces. Juſt thus 
it procceds with the after · burthen; and what | 
is not to be removed from, or remaining cloſe 
to the womb, is generally voided afterwards | 
with the flooding,” or + brought to a ſuppuration 
by the milk fever; which is alſo the — that 
the flooding has ſometimes an ill ſcent, W 
any other inconveniency to the woman. 

Whence it is, that men-mid wives and t | 

wives ought to act with circumſpection in re- 
ference to the after - burthen; for in caſe' the 
fame is looſe, it follows by the leaſt ralling of 
the navel-ſtring ; but in caſe it is cloſely joined. 
to the womb, you muſt take care not to 
the ſtring 1 the leaſt violence, fot fear of 
inverting the bottom of the womb, which 
following the after-burthen, would prove mor? 


tal to the woman; wliceGre dn thinlet caſe, _ 5 


it is the ſafeſt way to convey your hand gent - 

2 the e and looſen the | without any; 

= bein ne, you ma WI1 t an 

further — Or Ge. s 158 N py 7 

Some years ago I ſaw an dude f Wl 

king; in 9 where a Sade, 
" K 2 
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loſt her life thus; by the ignotance of a-thid= | 
wite, who not minding that the after-burthen 


was faſtened 15 the womb, and bei 
fot diſpatching the delivery, pulled with ſ 
violence nne navel-ſtring; that the bottom 


of the womb followed the after-burthen.: Had 
ſhe been ſenſible of the inverſion of the womb; 
and brought it back in an inſtant with het 


4 


hand, the poot woman might ſtill have bern 
= | aved, but . died by her midwife's igno- 
Bp trance. I thought fit to inſert this account to 
1 ſerve 1 to midwives, not td act 
with ſo niuch violence; but — with na- 
13 ture deliberation inn, ſic 54 45 
3 115 dy rich 4 EAR Rf. 
' eee 
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Gene roth, 1671, 1 was el 
a gentlewoman in the Horſe- Market, 
had had a fall the day before in her hop; 


— ee 
— * . * = 
; 
« 
5 
4 
* 
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and fince that, felt a ebntinual pain all oder 
ber body thoꝰ ſhe did not take to her bed. She 
bad wg with child about ſeven months, and 
told me; that about two months before; the 
tumbled into a cellar, but without taking 
i "© any 


„ 6 133 1 
any harm at that time, but now complained of , 
a moſt violent pain in her hips. '1 defiring 


the advice of a phyſician; Dr. Govet of is 
faculty of Paris was ſent for, who ordered the 
opening of a vein in the arm and a'clyſter; _ 
which being done, and the laſt repeated, but 
without producing any alteration, a third cly- 
ſter was preſcribed of the emollient herbs, 
with an ounce of We ſalt, three ounci 
of honey, and a ſpoonful of vinegar, whit 
did very well. The he night betwixt Mond) 
and Tueſday proved excefſive painful to the pa- 
tient. The next morning the pulſe beating ve- 
ry quick, ſhe was let blood a ſecond time. But 
the pain continuing, and the patient imagini -Y 
ſhe might be bruiſed within, I gave her, at h 
requeſt, a plaiſter made of Buyguiti piteh, 
rofin and wax equal parts, mixed with a little 
oil of roſes. The lame oil we alſo applied 
to the painful part. This made —— move 
a little, which ſprea . itſelf all over the 
belly, the child ap in the birth, 2 
was delivered with he next pain, being fol- | 
lowed by the alter burthen, about fix 0 clock 
in the evening. 1 
For ſome rms aller be complained of” no 
„but the ſame ſoon returning with 
violence than ever, continued thus the whole 
night, betwixt Tueſday and Wedneſday; ſo 
ſhe was let blood a third time in the arm, 
againſt my * though the 1 fu 
ciently. 


; v1.46} | K 3 


W 
It was then thought adviſeable to call into 

dur conſultation Dr. Puylon the elder, the 
eldeſt deacon of the faculty of Paris, and a 
very noted phyſician. He comforted the pa- 
tient, telling her, That he. hoped ſhe would do 
very well; and ordering another phlebotomy 
in the arm, the ſame was performed accord- 
ingly in the preſence of the phyſicians. The 
next evening ſhe was let blood in the foot, 
having repoſed pretty well the night betwixt 
Wedneſday and Thurſday. That day and 
the following, ſhe was without either pain or 
fever; but the night betwixt Friday and Sa- 
turday, both returned more violent than be- 
fore. However, the Saturday paſſed indiffe- 
-Fently well with her, but on Sunday morning 
we. diſcovered certain puſtules like thoſe of 
the meaſles or ſmall-pox, with a black, or ta- 
ther purple ring about her eyes, ſhewing the 
malignancy of ber diſtemper, which was ſuch, 
that there appeared a mortification of the 
fleſh in thoſe parts of the arm and foot where 
The had lately been let blood. She was very 
bad the night betwixt Sunday and Monday. 
The fever continued, tho' the pain in the hips, 


which had been very vehement hitherto, was 


fomewhat abated. Another conſultation was 
held betwixt the beforementioned phyſicians; 
#he reſult 'whereof was, _ That there was na 
fopes of ber life. Accordingly ſhe died the 
Ame evening about five o'clock, 
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The, Dilhver 2 — who Bad Gi 4 
* nineteen * with a violent 2 5 


rOvember 16th, 1671 1 was ſent hel toa 
gentlewoman in the ſtreet of Guene- 


without either ſenſe or 7 4 havin been 
afflicted with a violent flux of blood nineteen 
days ſucceſſively, which was increaſed within 
the laſt twenty-four hours, in ſpite of all the. 
remedies preſcribed by Dr. Lickard, phyſi- 
_ Cian of the faculty of Paris, and Dr. de Ter- 
re, ſecond phyſician to the king. Dr. Lickard 
had at his firſt coming adviſed her immediate 
delivery, as the only means of preſerving her 
life, but the woman oppoſed it as long as ſhe 
had any ſenſe left. "Notwithſtanding which, 
Dr. Leere perſiſted in his opinion, telling 
the woman, Mat in caſe ſhe was not forth= 
with delivered, ſhe muſt an nothing but pre 
ſent death, giving, at the ſame time this cau- 
tion to 15 gt by, That 2 5 4 would 
not engage for ber life, fince ad ſtaid ſo 
yet het al the 00 th 2 at „ Was in ber 
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gend, in St. Andrew's pariſh. I found her 


up 
mid 


the paſſages. being all ve! y much relaxed; as it 
| commonly happens in al 


r 
Accordingly I being ſent for, and urged to 


of ” 


haſten as much as poſſibly T could, I "under. 


took the taſk, under condition that they would 
vindicate my reputation againſt the afperſions 
that might be made in caſe the woman 
 thould die under my hands; wheren Dr. 
. 155 tellin; 25 — 8 on not be 
be heaft ground for aſperſion, they being all eye- 

\ epitneſſes 'of the 2 condition f the "ar 
man, I brought my fingers into the paſſage, 


and found the inward orifice quite ſtopped 

up. by the after-burthen. It was ſplit in the 
fl as far as to the 'membranes, which 

being ſtill entire, and the water coming out 

afterwards, pave me the better opportunity 


of turning the child, which I pulled out by 
the feet, but dead (by reaſon of the exceſſive 


flux of the blood) without the leaſt violence, 
2 women afflicted with 
„„ 
Fereupon the patient recovering her ſenſes, 
every one began to conceive. hopes of her life, 


but this laſted not long; for ſhe no"Tooner 


had taken a cup of broth, but ſhe ſwooned 
again, and remained without ſenſe or motion, 
but had frequent convulſions, the certain fore- 
runners, in this, as well as all other ſuch like 
excelſive evacuations of blood, of the utmoſt - 
lofs of ſpirits. and ſtrength in the patient, as 
it happened in this woman, 'who died not- 


tho 


137 7 
the delivery ought to be e al. 
poſſible ſpeed, without which the No 
expect nothing but preſent death. Of thisT 
have ſeen divers inſtances in the hoſp pital of 


Paris, where T officiated as Sh ere ma- 8 


ny years, in conjunction with M. de la Cuilfe; 
and Mr. Bouchet's ſon (in- law, unto who 
I acknowledge myſelf infinitely obliged for 
their dire&tions and good advice upon m 
occaſions. And as the firſt has given 2 thou- 
ſand proofs of his ability in this city, and Mr, 
Bouchet not very long ago in deliyerin the 
Queen of Poland, 0 l Mug pe 8040 viedg- | 
ed; that the public have ſuſtained a Toſs 
by the death of" theſe two Liar pro eſſors in in 
their art. 

But to br to our depend The body # 
this gentle woman was opened (in the abſence 
of Dr. Lickard and myſelf) to ſee Whether 
there were not any miſcartiage in the delis 
very. We had, notwithſtanding theſe Uffais 
dealings, the good fortune to eſcape the cen- 
ſures of the envious world; a certain lady, 
the wife of the greateſt phyſician of our age 
(though unknown to me) and a noted man- 
midwife and ſurgeon of our company (who 
were preſent) being entirely ſatisfied in our 
proceedings, becauſe they found the womb 
entire and clean in all its parts, and all the 
veſſels quite exhauſted of blood, by the long 
continued flux: I muſt confeſs myſelf infi- 
nitely obliged to this wy; who was pgs 


to 
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1 361 
to give me ſuch ſignal proofs of her humani- 
ty and impartiality, without which I might 
hape lain under heavy aſperſions, there being 
2 certain ſort of envious people, who 1 
in back · biting and revilin = every thing, though 
never ſo well performed, if an unfortunate 
accident (thou * never ſo unavoidable) gives 
them the leaſt occaſion of ſlandering ores. 
for it is certain, had they found the leaſt par 
ticle of coagulated blood in the — — ori- 
fice of this woman, they would infallibly 
haye made it the occaſion of her death, though 
ſhe had the pangs of death upon her before 1 
touched her. This is therefore the reaſon why 
many among the men- midwives refuſe to med 
dle with ſuch dangerous caſes, though I can- 
not approve their conduct, which being con- 
trary to the rules preſcribed. by God, they 
ought not to prefer their reputation before the 
— 2 good, but * to 0 ee, 5 
. 1 e 
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Ofennvarion XI. 
1 
Fan 


The Delivery of « Mnfrs d 


1 VV for to deliver a woman in the Oak- ſtreet. 
Jpon ſearch I found the child to preſent 'its | 
neck to the birth ; whereupon 1 conveyed the 
fingers of my right hand (well greaſed) gently 
into the womb, and turning the child, 1 
it out by the feet (as has been mentioned before) 
as likewiſe the after-burthen. The child was 
born dead, and of a monſtrous ſhape 
This child had on the back part 2 the head 
a kind of a friar's cap, of about four inches long, 
rather roundiſh than pointed. The membranes 


N chorion and amnios were joined to the right fide 


of the head juſt behind the temples, of the 
breadth of half an inch, and to the womb- cake 
in its whole circumference On the ſame fide, 
above and behind the ear, was an excreſce 
like a ſmall horn, of the length of half an inch, 
or ſomething more. On the other fide there 
was ſach another, but riſing ſomewhat higher, 
and betwixt both a muſculous fleſh, without 


þoy'a of brains. 3 


ot 


Ta, i N whiter [4g at 
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TI we I 
The ears were very large for a child of eta 
months: the crown of the head very 
the företlead low and flat, the eyes cloſed 5A 
and much miſha 
The noſe was exceeding flat ; the p per lip | 
qi to the noſe, like a hair-lip p, which made 
e face look very hideous, though the chin 
was natural enougg. | 
The right arm was alſo not miſhaped, except 
a the finger next to the little one, or the 
ird to begin from the thumb, Was wantitig 
in the hand; the left arm was ſhorter than 5 
other, and croaked at the elbo w. 
Ihe nayel-ftring and after-burthen were as 
| they ought to be, except that the membranes 
were . to the head. Both the thighs were 
© natural, but both the fect turned. with. he. A 
12 | backwards, 83 
It is al moſt incredible what range varieties 
are obſerved in nature in the, Procreation, of 


1 pa 
L was; about the fame! time defired by Mr. 
FE brother ſurgeon, to viſit a woman 
who reckoned herſelf two or three months with 
child, and had juſt then miſcarried of a certain 
ſubſtance 755 the frog-ſeed, but reſembling 
in ſhaj ben. ſtrawberries, weighing a- 
boy theper or tour ponds. 

that 4 9 led t 95 certain gen⸗ 
18 8 lately come wes 18252 on, where hay- 

ng been under the care of the famous en 
ang man-midwite, Dr, Maumen, ſhe had 13 


1 


open; I aſked! her, Mbetler ſbe bad Bau bny 
e She told me, That. ſat had beam 
ket blood by the directions of Dr. Merſeitnls,cone of 


the ole the faculty of Paris | 
arti Tr pra ler 


There-was 4 midwife: there before me, but ſhe 
having already done vrhat ſſie could, Ebraughtt 


my — (all greaſed with oil of fweetials 


);into the neck of the womb; and found 


— — 


or by a 
which often occaſions dangerous ſymptoms: 
Advancing with my finger further into the 


womb, I felt a ſoft ſubſtance cloſely adhering 


d the inward orifice, which I ſuppoſing. to be 
the after-burthen, I ſeparated the / adjoining 
from the orifice, without bruiſing it, when 


part of this ſoft {pungy ſubſtance breaking off 
from the reſt, I brought out a piece of the bis 
neſs of a walnut. And the pains continuing, 
I pulled out a great part of this ſtrange ſub- 
ſtarivez which appeared full of fibres, and white 
bladders full of water, gliſtering like, cryſtal, 

and in ſhape not unlike our white currants. The 
quantity I brought forth weighed about two 
* being in its ſubſtance not unlike the 


bed . 


been told by hitmn, That ſur u not with cl ü 
as indeed ſhe was not. But living now in dhe 

ſtrect of Maubee, and being ſciaed with a wile 
lent flux of blood, I was ſent for, anchupon 
ſearch found the inner orifice of the .womb 


much inflamed, either hy come: 
Wiolent tduch, or the corraſiveneſi of the/blabdy 
ſharp clyſter the mid wife had{tppliedy 


f : £ 

. * 

: * 8 3 
x 
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of frogs. Whilſt my ri 
womb, I put the le 


right hand: was with 
to the woman's: 


belly to puſh the womb downwards, which 


q 8, * 1 


l defired this ſubſtance to 


4 


. 


was of the bulk of a loaf of two or _ 


4 
4 
8 * 131 7 


6 1 
Rr” 7 15 x 7 1 : 


t as as 


* 
„en 
* 


they could, and took part of it home with me, 
ich I ſhewed to Dr. Auzon and others, who 


W 
were much ſurprized thereat: it turned after. 
ſome time to water. The woman was very 


well ti 
about t 


a month after her delivery, when 


time of her monthly 


was ſeized again with a flux 


was ſoon 
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- courſes, : ſhe 
"blood; which: 


and the ſame thing ha 

month after, we 2 
bee eee, and ſhe has been 
She was much addicted to a 
which 1 did forbid her. LA #6 
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The 0 ele beet with a cube . 
ene B N 
[I EBRUARY de x6th;/ Vera. 1 
called to a gentle woman in Lombard- 
et, in S. James's pariſh, who being very 
big with child, was feized with a vibe flux 
of blood. I ordered her a clyſter, and then 
let her blood in the arm, which ſtopt the flux 
till the next day. Upon ſearch made, I found 
the inner orifice of the womb opened to e 
bigneſs of a French half- crown piece. T0 
days after the flux returning, ſhe became fo 
weak that J adviſed her to receive the facra- 


ment, which being performed, and the confeſs I 


ſor, her mother, and huſband, earneſtly intreats _ 
ing me to deliver the child in order to'its bap- 
tiſm; laid the woman, (now without ſenſe-or 
motion) a- croſs the bed, deſiring that no 
would ſtay in the wag 8 N the ee 
and nurſme. rn 
Then greaſing my fogets with felt bett 
7 for their more eaſy paſſage,” I brought thoſe of 
the right hand into the neck of the womb; - 
which. being full of clods of coagulated blood; 
| Throught them out by bande and lid wh 


felt was the after-busthen, I 
ly from the inner grifice into which | it adhered, 


Then 
Te, —— of the breadth of four inches, 
_ "Which 1 no ſooner brought 
man revived in an inſtant, and told us herſelf, 
That. ſhe felt benſelf pretty well. But ſhe was 


1 . 1 
up in a diſh. This done, I conveyed N 


ee into the inward.ocifice of the 15 

other ſoon after, and ſo Foreadhig th wy 
degrees, made a kind of a ſcrew ; and che in- 
ner orifice being thus dilated, I put my whole 
hand into the womb, where che firſt thing I 


ſeparated. it gent- 


— advancing higher up with my hand to 
the membranes cborion and amnios, I open 
ed them with my fingers, and taking hold of 


e feet, drew. them out and ingtines 


1520075 2 Un 


t 


away, but the wo- 


no ſooner | laidin her bed, and her linen changed, 


bus the fell again into a fwoon.z. I gave her a 


little wine, but ſhe vomited it up again with 
hay; anxiety,. occaſioned: by the vapours ariſ- 
the womb ; after that ſhe began to 
— ſleeping. I ſearched her once more, 
whether there might be any coagulated blood 
behind, but found nothing but a Kind of a plait 
in the neck of the womb, which at firſt J miſ- 
took for ſome remnant of the after · burthen, 
but upon a more ſtrict ſearch; found the ſame 
to be a relaxation only of the membranes of 
the neck of the womb. Dr. Biendiſant, a phy- 


of 0 of Paris, bei called to m 
* en ine , 


food, as-not-being 4 
weak a condition. we found hes. 
retty well, and allowed her a little wine, 

1 been uſed to it before: e Wed 

neſday after diſcovering a defluxion upon het; 
— we again forbid the uſe of it. She was: 
reſtored to eee by che care of Nui 
Biendiſant. 12 en 4381 $318 t at aint 
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ARCH the 12th, 1672, I was ſent, for 
a gentle woman in the Mint ſtrect in 
It, — pariſh : upon ſearch. I found the in- 
ner orifice of the womb to the bigneſs 
a large French crown- piece, and of ina cirtular 
The membranes being broken within 

two or three days, but not perceiving any pains 
at that time, I went home, but was call d again 
in a few hours after. Futting my e 
the paſſage, I found the inner © rite of: the. 
' womb — opened, ſo that having anoint- 
ed them well with butter, I brought in 
whole hand to diſcover. what part of. the chi 
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1. 146 1 . 
was ſoremoſt which 1 did, but with a: great 
deal of trouble, it being no caly talk to di. 
ich whether the the ear or the breech. 
i foremoſt. Upon which occaſion I 8 _ 
you however theſe ſew obſervations. 
When the mouth comes foretnoft, — feel 
either the lips, gums or tongue. If the breech, : 


FM you may diſcover it by the extremit of the 


1 gut, which is very ſoft; but the ſureſt 
fign is, when after. the opening of the mem- 
| braves, there follows black excrements. The 
Kar is diſtinguiſh'd by a certain firm adherency 
to the head, and its touch diſtinguiſhable from 
the other two; which made me alſo diſcover 
at this time, that the child preſented | the car 
foremoſt, under which lay the arm. 
-/ ol 6d all I could to remove it thence, without 
5 Mich: I ſhould have found it very difficult to 
make room for my hand to ſearch after the 
feet. The head was the next to the paſſage, 
but not being able to take hold of it, I was 
fore d to N hand advance as deep into the 
womb as I — betwixt the leſt ſide of the 
womb and the child's body. I ſeparated the 
membranes from the child, and coming in reach 
of one of the buttocks, I follow 'd the thigh to 
the leg, which lay upon the belly: I guided 
my hand along this leg to the foot, which 
drew out, tho the paſſage was very: ſtrait, 
the mother being of ſo little a ſize, that ſhe ap- 
pPear'd not to be above twelve years of age, 
= the child very oy. But the child's toes 
| 2 . EM turning 


85 1 
= turning towards the bladder of the mother, I. - + 

was forced to bring it back again, (for teaſons' _ 
before alledged, and therefore not to be negle 
ed) and turning the child,” drew out the. ſms 
foot again, which” having wraptin a thin cloth 


Enes; then guiding'i my finpers along the thigh W 

to feel 1 the other thigh did not Bje 

croſs this, I perceived it was not ſo, but that 
the breech follow'd, and that the other thigh : 

was bent towards the belly. I drew the thigh g 

of the firſt leg more and more towards me, 

and the whole body followed by degrees, (th 

I was not a little annoy'd with the child's ex 

crements) as did alſo the other leg: then 

keeping them both together, I pulled out tige 

body in a direct line, and after having clearddddddd 
both the arms, laid my left hand flat upon tlie 

breaſt, and the right on the neck, I propoſed 

to complet the delivery without any more 

trouble; but finding the head to ſtick in de 

paſſage, I was forced to convey the fingers of 

my left hand along the lowermoſt part of the "902 

neck into the inner orifice of the womb, to „ 

| diſcover what was the matter; and finding the: 2 

chin which ſtuck to the neck of the womb to 4 

be the obſtacle, I brought my fingers into the 

mouth, and with the right hand at the ſame 2 

time giving a pull to the neck, I eleard tile 

head and delivered the child; which having a 

black ſlime (like Caſſia) in its mouth, occaſion- 

ed wy the mixture of the excrements) I did * N 
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1 148 1 = 
We n Aberh eld might have 
- ehoaki& it, —— breathed very well to the 
great ſatis faction of the mother, this 
the firſt time ſhe had been brought to bed of a 
— — —— achte with 
it only w navel- ſtring. 
= cb I — of 
e ſour oranges, mixed wi * maiden- 
Hair. r n 


well afterwards, r 8 
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PRIL — wy 1672; L was called tos 
- womaty in St. Mederic's-ſtreet, being in 
fixth month of ber reckoning, and troubled 
with a violent flux of blood, I told her im- 
mediately, that without being delivered forth- 
with, ſbe was in danger o er fe De. Creſſe 
a Paris phyſician, was of me opinion, 
and ordered her immediately 80 be let blood; 
however we ſtaid a little to ſee whether 
nature would help itſelf, it happening ſome- 
times that ſuch fluxes ceaſe when the child 
comes to the birth well turn d. But the wo- 
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* ww 1 


man 
band and friends aſked my 

and I anſwering, that the 
| the ny way 16 ove ber ie, ber defied wt 
i 5c! i 2 nn 


er du e 


che womb, and finding the fame ope 


ned 10 che 
bes of a French hatt. cron piece, 1 ſprea 


etendi Wehr in my hand; and felt the 
aſter · burthen foremoſt.” I ſopatatod the füume 
to open my way to the membranes, which be. 
ing opened the water came forth, and I drei 
out the after-burtheht, that it might not be in 
my way afterwards. Then ſearching aſter the 
child's feet, L took hold and pulled out one, 
Which I baptized:y and wrapping a eloth t, 
the foot, I acoompliſned the delivery of 4 
daughter of ſix months, aſter my uſual method, 
Immmediately aſter the woman retover U bf 


me 


teſt * ſhe felt i 2 | 
d ſoon aſter; yet be ; 
by the care of Dr. Creſſe, ſhe did _ | 

n 
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afterwards; We applied a plaiſter agai 
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Wherefore Ibrought tuo af ny Anger ( > 
with butter) into the inner oriſee vf 1 


her Fwooking fits, ſhe began to breath and pes. 


flux, made of the flower! of gips Cofec ß 


che plaiſterers) mix'd with the beſt "vinegar, 
laying it to the belly above the womb, andabapt 


the hips. The next day we preſcribed a cy. NJ 


ſter of barley and white bread boiled together, 
| «nd N with three ounces of honey of vio- 
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nurſes ought to be cautious not to give any me- 
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vi byt che nurſe miſtaking the matter, took 
cy of: roſes. inſtead thereof; whence it is 
vious how careful women ought. to be in 
2. their nurſes; ſince by the miſmanage - 

ment clyſters only, many dangerous ſymp- 


toms have enſued thro' the careleſsneſs or ig 


norances of the nurſes. Wherefore, women 
ought to pitch upon ſuch. nurſes as are uſed to 
attend in lyings-in, and ſuch as they know 


that will not be employed in the cello and 
other infectious diſtempers, which thus may be 


communicated to the woman in child - bed. All 


dicines to women in child- bed, without the 
advice of a phyſician, ſurgeon, or an ex- 


pert midwiſe; and eſpecially. not to a 1 85 


aſtringent remedies in the beginning o 
flooding, which if it ſucceeds; ill, they are — 


_ $0 lay the blame upon the man-midwife or 
mid wife. Tis but lately that I knew ſuch an 


ignorant and preſumptuous nurſe, who in the 
beginning of et flooding, bathed the gentle- 
woman under her care, with red wine only; 
which ſtopping the flooding, and a fever enſu- 
ing. the patient was forced to be let blood ſe- 
veral times in the arm and foot, and yet they 
had maden to ſave ber. 115 40% „ uf 
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O the Delivery: ade Child which: e 
uuith abe whole" Body as far as the Neck," ibe 
| carer not being able to en it, e 
Gun. 5 UT 5 4 
FAY the 6th, 2679) at ten clove at 
VI night. I was called to an inftrument+- 
maker 'swite, over-againſt St. Mederic's church. 
The woman + appearing very healthy, told 
me, tbat ſhe bad felt ſome pain that morning 
in ber belly, yet ſo as to be able to go about her 
buſineſs ; and. that ſhe had borne nine children in 
.erght years time. She added, That" ſhe  ſupped 
very tuell that evening with ber family, but after_ 
ſupper ſhe deſired ber buſband to fetch a mid. 
wife : 10h11/t he was gone, ſhe was ſeized with ſucb 
violent pains as made her go to bed, but was ſcarce 
laid doum, when the child came furth with the 
legs foremoſt to the neck, which together with * 
head, did flick in the neck of the womb. 

This was the condition the rr Fes 
hen in, who delivered the child, but negle&s . 
ed to take effectual care of the 1 
which proved ſo exceflive; as threw the w-. 
man into a ſwooning fit, from whence me 
Rane 6 Had this woman taken the al 
4 advice % = 


eo 


Wann morning, 


7 e have more 


1 152 1 


not to ſtir 
abroad, this miſhap might have been prevent- 
i ent bad the midwife acted with more 
Circumſpection, ſhe might have ſaved the wo- 
man's life. Tis true, tis a midwife's -buſi- 
neſs to deliver 4 child in its natural poſition, 
but it is alſo beyond her reach to judge of 
od remedy all the ſymptoms that aitend de- 
_iveries, However, they have this for an ex- 
eule, That they di what f y are able to .. 
It were to be wiſh'd, that young midwives 
to the directions 
given them by the man- wid wives and mid- 
wives in th itals 3 tho' it muſt be confeſs'd 
blſo, that ün weeks, or three months (the 
time appointed for their inſtruction) is not 
near ſufficient for a thing of fo much moment; 
it being evident, that even ſuch as have been 
many years at the trade, commit ſometimes 
an error. This may ſervs alſo as a convincing 
Hiſtanc, bow rar big=belly'd women 
to be in their choice of a man-midwife or mid- 
wife, in which they ought not to rely upon 
the recommendation of their acquaintance, 
but upon the advice of their ians. 
Had this . been- miſtreſs of er profeſ- 
ſion, ſhe might have ſaved: her life, I was ſent 
ſor, but not till it was too late. I told the mid- 
wife her error, which ſhe could not deny; and 
putting my fingers into the womb; to diſcover 
he cauſe of 4 ſudden death, 1 felt with the 
extremities of my fingers another 50 | 
1 9 nich, 
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or:midwife, muſt act wit b 
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1 
which, though-it was dead: bales e, I-brought 
a daughter. 1 — this don 
as a general rule, That whenever Were ae 
an exceſſive flux of blood, the man+midwite, 
and cir- 


cumipection; yet ſo; as not do expoct — 
<__ n. it can be-avoided.' ic ws, 
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man w-W⅛o ined of 2 =" 
in her hips; I found (upon mad 

{ary the vaſt —— of Water had: 
the membranes below the i2, $* in 
niſtred phlebotomy to allay the 1 
pain; but the ſame J nevertt 
adviſed the mid wiſe to dave e. to . 
whether nature would do her own work, e- 
' finice it was the firſt time of this wo- 
man's being with child, when the delivery is 
always ſubhect to more difficulties and delays; 
beſides that, the woman was of à tender 
und bilious conſtitution, and lame. T haus 1 
ned home; but about ſeven nn 7 

2 | 7, & 
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CH. 4 50 1 
rand ning; tha nurdd was ſent to fetch * 
again, She told me, Tur the oor woman was 
e and e, e W in a 4 
gerbus condition. N * un zt 
Ient — and-ſcarched. . found 
treaties fixed againſt the ot ſa- 
erum of the mother, who ee to 
', — — — en 

Is I conveyed —— ＋ (well greaſed with 
| butter); gently — pulhed - 
the 2 007 — 6x —— _=_ leaſt wav ba 
the child ſwimming ſtill in a good part of the 
water that was not voided as yet. I dilated. 
the paſſage with my fingers, and ſo advancing 


dio ie womb, reduced the head to the very 


bottom of the womb, though it before was got 


don thro' the inner — into the neck of 


the womb; then I ſearched for the feet, and 
meeting with one of the hands, J put it aſide, 
and coming tothe knees, —— my hand 
along the leg to the foot, which I took hold 
on, and drawing it out, bapti nch tts 
It is worth obſervation; that ſo ſoon as ſhe 
was delivered, ſne recovered out of her fits, 
declarings That ſte. was not ſenſibis of ber la- 
daun. She did very well afterwards, there not 
remaining the lead foot of ber fits, ext 
cept the marks ſhe had given herſelf by bit- 
ing her tongue. I leave the inveſtigation of 
the true reaſon of theſe fits to wen Phyſicians, 
| — _ was * r en in the 
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5 133 © 8 
| cauſe of them. I am of opinion, that the * 1 
tention of the urine in the bladder may be © ; I 
the occaſion. of this evil; for 1 have ſeen i 8 
vers women in labour, who were affficted witlf. + 
intollerable pains, by the diſtention of the blad- 
der; 4 neither could they be: delivered, till 3 = 
being inſerted into the neck of it ms 
— was diſcharged of the urine, and „ 
pain allayed. The bladder is a membranous 3 
tender ſubſtance, having a ſtrict communication Xx 
with the brain and ſtomach by the nerves- The: 
woman had her flooding very regular, --j 3 
piſſed her lying- in without any ill aceident. 1 . : 
| e after her delivery, we ns. | 
her a mixture of the juice of three or ſour ſour * 1 be | 
oranges, an ounce of oil of ſweet.almonds,”apd 
two ounces. of ſyrup of maidenhair. Two 
hours after, the had a cup of broth ; her tongue 
was cured with honey of roſes, and a garga- 
riſm made of the decoction of agrimony; and 
the tops of bramble · berry, addingit to each pound 
of Pray decoction an ounce of if yrup of xoles, _ 
and a drachm of ſal prunella, which had 'the 
deſired effect, and relies, our patient to her 
former health. I need not mention what 1 
elyſters we made uſe of, the ſame eg | in 0 2 
muy _ natal robe Terr: 3 Sen „ 
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UNE 26th, N 1 was 0 wor! „ che : 
wie of a0 offiger of juſtice, in the ſtreet 
Bes Arſis in the pariſh of St. Mederic. She 
1 e 4 
$I off ns in the on of ber 

"M Tabel be der Whither ſhe E o = 
_ — 2 be told me, Thar o pithre un 
4 od 2 within 4 few 4 + after found ſome 
"Bled and fragments of fhins iſſuing from the 
ag hb e of 


erunners of 4 
' "I defired I might 8 
3 done, by bringing my 
= (welt reaſon) into the inner orifice of — 
| womb, "I Felt a hard membranous ſubſtance, 
4 that would not give way to my fingers; it 
being then my judgment, that we ought" not 
| to proceed with too much haſte, I told the 
woman, That ſhe muſt have a little E 
Y = that I hoped all would prove well in the 


| | ; 1 . 1 , 


In the.mean while I dle 3 wr: 


of the blood that came from her from tins 40 
time, and of her pains, one (whereof being” 
mote ſevere than the gell, forced out ibe Be 
forementioned membranous ſubſtance, ; of the: * 
bigneſs of a large buſtart egg, containing. @ 
fœtus (and the 3 as big as a 'new-hatghed _ 
chicken, which I ſuppoſed to be. betwixt. e 
and four months old. The head appeared 
blackiſh, like © coagulated extravaſated blood... 
The forehead, eyes, noſe, mouth, and chin, W. h]. 
well made. The arms compleat, and rise 

very diſtinguiſhable, The - manly members: _ 
without defect, as were alſo the legs and feet. 
I took it into my hand, and ſeeing it moved. 
all its limbs (though very faintly) in tie pre» 

ſence of all the n by, and the fahe: in in 
particular, I baptized it, and then gave it to 
the nurſe. The membrane that encloſed it 


was only the amnios, the chorion, with the af- 


ter-burthen, being left behind in the” womb,” 
which I got thence, WEE OO REY 
deal of bart f 1 
Then 1 let the woman ot till che not. 
day, when I ordered her the following WF. 
5 the after- ins. D "5 | 

Take a pound of the 48880 of m 
Ae leaves, lettuce, peſtdlain, and white- 
Wan "abies bs and oil of ſweet 
almonds, three ounces each. This clyſter 
brought forth à kind of falſe conception, or 


rather 1 * I ſuppoſe was the 


: | cauſe.. 


« f { : 
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”  caufvef 3 of as anmk inks! * F 
x 4 Which commonly 2 about the fourth 

1 month, it being a t rarity, if a woman 
|. under thoſe circumiſtances'-liblds out her full 
3 time, of which" I have had frequent _ 


7 gl diet, which pro- 
_ 4 favonrable. beaches She took in each 
cup of her broth the juice of a quarter of a 

ſour orange, a thing that much ſtrengthens 

| _ - and reviyes the ſtomach, and clears the kid- 
|  * neys from the urine, all which'is of great con-" 
os Cre a nal 1 . i 


0 

£ 

5 1 4 
r 8 2 f Ws 95 | — 9 
n 24 Nr 1 t | „ 
f 7 : . o * - bs L 

+1 
} 


oven XLVIL 


. „ 10 a 26 850 ſuffered an ver 200 
= load, becauſe the dans: A was not *4 
""Þvered i in Time. | 


Lg 


Jose fp tow ro for to the 
| wife of one of the clerks of the Exche- 
ver, who had loſt abundance of blood, becauſe 

had not been delivered of her after-burthen 

in time. She was ſo exceſſive weak, that I 
| _ . was doubtful whether I had beſt attempt her 
delivery or not; but at the requeſt of the 
"curate * St; John, then preſent, of band's 
, 


band's, and ſome. other; earns, I ee 


the taſk. 
— 8 conveyed my fingers (well greaſed.. a 


butter) into the neck of the womb, i in o 


der to dilate the inner orifice, pretty well 8 


opened before by the delive oy of- the) child. 
I met with re brag of clods of coagulated 


blood, which I brought out, and then pu 
my hand to the very bottom of the womb, : 
found the after-burthen (which was very 
ſmooth). adhering on all fides to it, I de 


the after-burthen towards me, but very ently, 


and with great difficulty, by, reaſon. of e ex- 2 | | 
cefſive drought and heat of the inward parts of 


this gentlewoman, owing partly to her natural + 2h 


conſtitution, partly to the late flux of blood: 
This was the reaſon I could not bring forth 
this after burthen but in pieces: for it 1s to be 
obſerved, That. in caſe. the ſame is joined to the 
bottom of the womb; it is impoſſible to bring it out 


whole, which was our caſe at this time... Some 


| fo remnants being forced out With the flog 
„the woman recovered her ſtrength - 
health gradually, by the care. of Dr, _—_ and - 
myſelf. We preſcribed her an emolſient clyſ- 
ter, adding to a pound of the decoction a. c- 
loquinth apple to be boiled in it, and aſtet- 
wards an ounce of the electuarium diapbenici, 
which expelled the remnants of the. ns 
. with "nh Dooding, 
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ULY ja ; 3 I was defired to come 0 
J .cook's wife near St. Martin's Gate, whom 
| had afſified twice before in very difficult la- 
hours. The child preſented the ſhoulder- 
blade and. the elbow foremoſt; which is ons 
of the moſt troubleſome deliveries that welt 
enn be, which I alſo found ſufficiently at this 
time, the woman being (befides this) reduced 
very low, by the exceffiye* evacuation of 
Ih Wha. 1 brought 
my hand into the as far as * was 
where I met with abundance. of lime, 
and ſome 
mbrane- called ammios, 
re, and the water come 


fragments of the 
h vun Rroken . 


away. 
, 2 theextremity of my Sagen I diſcover- 
ed the Thoulder-blade, or ſhoulder of the child 
_ foremoſt, as alſo the elbow, which I did not 
meddle with at that time, bat advancing with 
my hand as gently as poſſibly I could, 51 per- 
0 y felt the before · ſaid parts that were fore- 


3 ä moſt 


1 


moſt, and had almoſt nd up the 3 
ſo that finding no further admittance pals, 
fingers, I was obliged to bring both the ſhoulder” 


and arm back to the very Wees of the womb. 
Then guiding my fingers from the ſhoulders 
forwards along the body of the child to the feet, 
I took hold of the firſt I met with, without 
troubling myſelf with the other, and drawing 
out the firſt foot and baptizing it, wrapt it in 
a thin cloth, and ſo delivered the child. 
It ĩs to be obſerved, that at the ſame time l 
ulled the firſt foot towards me, the arm drew 
ck, and the child turned, ſo that the buttocks 
and the other foot Cllowed of courlez and I 


wrapped both the feet in the ſame cloth, "and 


with both my hands pulled out the child to the 


ſhoulders. This I was fain to looſen, by con- 
veying two of my fingers along the arm above | 


them, which ſucceeded according to wiſh; for 
this done, I laid my left hand to the child's 


breaſt, and my right to the neck, and 1 


the mother with a lively, ſon. I alſo delivered 


the after-burthen, though I was forced to pull 


it out by pieces, with a great deal of | circum- 
ſpection. I ordered her privy parts to be ſtop- 

d up with a cloth, A that ſhe ſhould - 
he very quiet for two or three days, having 
ſuffered extremely in her labour, which was 
very painful, — by theſe directions ſhe did 
very well, both in and after her TORS 
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| ee * "of protuberancies, whereas, when 
the head, ſhoulder, or knee comes foremoſt, 
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rurx 15 25th, 1672 |beingealledtoa hee. 
maker's wife, 1 (xe the child coming 
with the buttocks foremoſt, by two infallible 


- figns. 3 becauſe I diſcovered with the 


extremity of my fingers, a certain hollowneſs 


it feels pretty hard to your finger. The ſecond 


was the black excrements like caſia, which 
fuck to my finger; a certain ſign that the fun- 


dament of the child is foremoſt, and that the 
membranes are broken. 


"Upon mature deliberation I judged it beſt 


60 have patience, and to endeavour to aid na- 


ture only with rendering the paſſage ſli i 
by Motion it with ech das or a4 
ſweet almonds ; the firſt whereof, laid in cold 
water, I made uſe of upon this occaſion. Fot 
Tay this down for a general rule, that in all 
births, whether natural or otherwiſe, all vio- 
lent methods ought to be avoided, as much 
as poſſible can be; and in this caſe, it is cer- 

' tain, 
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tain, that the child's buttocks will make their 
Way out, as well as the head of the child in a 
natural birth; though it is not to be denied, 
but that this proves generally more difficult 
and painful. Whenever I found 
ſing forwards by the pains and 
endeavours, I cronded the ſame, by <xtending 
the parts through which they muſt paſs, . not 

without exceſſive pain; to eaſe which, as much 


as can be, the man- mid wife or "mals. muſt © 


take care to extend with the fingers. the out- 
ward lips, but very gently, without” offering 

the leaſt violence, either to the mother, or the 
child, for fear of breaking a. leg or thigh· bond. 
Thus the buttöcks, thighs, ink feet of the 
child being delivered, I brought out the head 
with little trouble, yet the child died as ſoon as 
itwas baptized, but the ee dic very well: 
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run the «gh; W 1 wicallsd-to 4 
ſiſt a midwife, who could not by any means 
the was able to make uſe of) deliver a gold- 
Imith's wife, in the ſtreet of St. Avoye. I found 
the poot woman in a deſperate condition, the 
_ child's head being out, but cs ſhoulders ſtick- 
jag in the birth, and the child being ſuffocated 
by the ſtraitneſs of the outward orifice of the 
womb: I endeavoured to bring my right hand 
along one fide of the head and neck towards the 
armpits but 'in vain ; ſo that T was forced to 
lay hold on the head with both my hands, on 
each fide one, to endeavour to pull it out thus, 
with main ſtrength, which ſucceeded at laſt, 
though with the utmoſt difficulty. Had I been 
called fooner, I might have ſaved the child's 
life, and encompaſſed the delivery with leſs 
trouble; for the child having ſtood thus an 
Hour in the birth Before, I came, the privy 
parts of the woman were much ſwelled, by 


the continual and violent ——_— of the mid- 
2 PE wife, 


[7 wo x © 00 
wiſe, and the exceſſive bulk of he bits which 
I meaſured out of curiolity, in the prelenoe oft 
divers women, and found it no leſs than threr 
quarters of à Freneh ell (or an Engliſh y . 
earn at en el 14 55 ab Bis 
Itwiſted ihegevel-Aring about my left hand, 
to ſerve for a guide to my right, to to the bot⸗ 
tom of the womb, where finding the aſter- 
burthen· cloſely joined to the ſubſtance of the 
womb, I ſearched all about with my fingers 
to find a place where it did not adhere ſo 
cloſely to it; but not meeting wir any, 1 
brought them to the lower part of the aſter- 
burthen, and peeled it off with my fingers 
gently and gradually, like as: the bakers do 
with dough or paſte ſtuck to a table, the ex- 
tremities of my fingers being conveyed in be- 
twirt the inner orifice of the womb and the 
aſter- burthen. I found the womb much thicker 
in the place where the after-burthen had ſtuck 
to it, which after it was * looſened, I 
braught out, by pulling onl navel»ſtr 
wich my left band, an it "weighed bet! bh S 
three 400 four pounds. IF 15 
The wette e was very well till the th dy 
after her delivery, when complaining of Ex- 
ceſſive pain in her privy parts, I felt, and upon 
ſearch made, found certain hard fweilings, and 
looking nearly upon them with a candle, fou d 
them to be ſmail running ulcers. She at firſt 3 
app! plied a poultice made of the pulp of pippins, * 15 

d the * of * that not 
. 


1 my © 


* 


r 5 L 166 J 
anſwering my enpectation, I defired! Me, Cit» 
. — my brother ſurgeon, to apply ſome laeches 

* t9them. He alſo opened her a vein, and af. 
; the flooding ceaſed, ſhe did very well. "The 
» child was loste through the want of ſtrength or 
Knowledge of ihe eis which may ſerve 


: as another convincing inſtance; that in ſuch like: 
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UevSN FR 24th, "1672 wet nt 
Pak in — — 8 oo. Is wife of 

e of my brother ſurgeot being in moſt 
„ N 5 danger of 12 f life, b reaſon ofa 
is moſt violent flux of blood, Whi uy ſo ex- 
E auſted her. as. har: that no leſs than, four 
f_the' moſt noted phyſicians of 1315 Feng 
r. Kikebeuf, Dr. De Merſenne, Dr. Akakia, 
and Dr. Bricet, required hi a take 4 1 
* e which being, A n n 
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 karching | with my fingers 


(well 4 with oil) to the inner orifce 
of the womb, I found it open to the bi cfs 


of+.twa thirds of an inch diameter; w 
10 85 told to the phyſicians, they deſired me 


pening, in order to deliver the wo- 


middlemoſt fingers, one after another, into 


the orifice, which being ſomewhat, more ex- 


_ tended, I brought in alſo my thumb and t-. 
tle finger, and ſo with all my fingers made 


a kind of ſpeculum matricis, or ſerew, by 
ſpreading them by degrees, till the 

being extended ſufficiently to admit my 
1 brought it to the bottom of the womb, and 
at its. entrance found the after-burthen placed 


jut before and quite a-croſs the whole inner 
brifice, which had actually been the, occaſion - 


of the flux of blood: for, by the o 


of the orifice, the ſaid W then 


being looſened from that part where it ad- 


Fred to before, and the veſſels containing 


the blood torn and opened, produced thi 


flooding, which ſometimes is ſo exceſſive, as 
proves atal to the woman, unleſs it be 1 5 
4 prevented. 


4 Having ſeparated the ther be bed 1 con- 
Ru my fingers to the innetinoſt part of the 


9 oct and to endeayour the dilatation | 
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womb 


Aid not imagine the child could be born alive; 
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womb backwards, where meeting with the 


pinched them through with my fingers, and the 
water iſſuing forth (notwithſtanding my fin- 


gers being in the way) this gave me oppor- 
tunity to find the feet, one whereof I took 


hold on, brought it out and baptized it. Then . 
: Wrapping the foot in a cloth, I drew out the 
leg to the buttock, and examining in what 


ſtation the other leg was, I found it bent up- 
on the belly; for in caſe it had been turned 


backwards, I ſhould have been neceſſitated to 


Puſh back the buttocks to bring it out, with- 


out which precaution it would be in danger 
of being broken; but now being ſatisfied of 


its poſition, I pulled ſtoutly towards me, and 
brought forth the whole, body to the ſhoul- 


ders, and then putting my left hand to the 


breaſt, and the right to the neck, the child 
followed, though in a very weak condition, 
partly by reaſon of the great loſs of blood of the 
mother, partly of the narrowneſs of the'paſ- 


ſage, which in thoſe non-natural births are ne- 
ver ſo open as in the natural ones; beſides, 


that, in theſe tedious labours they are apt to 
ſwell, which occaſions great trouble to the 
man- mid wife and mid wife, and exceſſive pains 
to the woman, much beyond what is found 


in natural births, The after-burthen 1 


ſeparated before, followed without muc 
trouble. The father (my brother ſurgeon) 


but 


- 


6 


it 16 1 


bot I ordered the mid wife besen after - 
its deliye y) to lay it before the fire, and” ,. 
put the -burthen, with the firing remain. 
ing to the child's navel, in à pan with wine, „ 
and keep it warm over the fire; we alſo © 
ſpouted ſome of the beſt wine in his eyes, 
© "noſe, cars, and other parts of the face; we 
-wrapt it up all over in cloaths dipped in warm 
wine, which we changed fo ſoon as they be- 
gan to cool; we alſo held bruiſed onions to 
the noſe and mouth, by which means the bor 
revived, and did very well afterwards, as well WP 
as the mother. | 
This obſervation. ought to ſerye. us 655 © 
rule, That whenever a woman is ſeized witha 
vialent flux of blood, and that there is the lat 
hope. boo J 4 deliver, the ſame ought not to be 
delaye practice with as much „ 
5 wardneſs, gs is N practiſed in acute * FO 
bs 6 However, among all the different ſorts 'Y 
of non- natural births, our preſent caſe is one 
of the leaſt difficult, becauſe the membranes 
not being broken before, you meet with the 
child in the water, and conſequently. eafily -- 3 
to be turned after their opening; beſides tha, 
the coming away of the water moiſtens the 
| "rr 8 and conſequently Oy the de- 
livery. 
in the year 1683, I delivered no leſs than 
five women under the ſame circumſta 
among whom not one miſcarried. One of 


them, living at the * of the Red Roſe 7 1 


* 


=o; idge, 

ſence o 2 5 f 1 ak p00 ha 
3 ane 7 Par and. of Mr. Franchet, - 
- brother, ſurgeon, . This woman was quite 
= ſenſeleſs when 2 her, occaſioned 
1 the great laſs of blood ſhe” had ſuſtai 
She continued in contioml ſwoonings for = I 

8 days after, but... recovered at laſt, and has 


k * * k 4 1 +- 7 1 4 1 27 
: * _— 2 x _—— ＋ * . % 4 g * 
—— 5 * , 
- 
: * 4 2 
o 
4 4 4 wy : ; ww 
4104 8 K 


o * * by 
. W 
; 4 ” Ly F : hy - 1 
* — * x . oo "= * „ #þ x » 1 8 1 
3 8281 171 0 4 1 » 
Age” 1 5 
* * * Wn * 
* : — [ F 1 * - 1 | 1 * 1 | : - * | * ＋ «x 
I ²³·w 1 ↄ ] “ 1 TD tet, OH PWR -Þþ 
g s x x 5 


1 701 O, II. 


0 TY 


1. « Deer 5 a 7 with te 23 


* 


vous agb. PI 12 was ſent for to 
„the wife of a court ſollicitor, in the 
5 Nreet Des Arſis, near St. James's, Sbe was in 
I Very hard labour, and the child turned with 
ie bip foremoſt, But for fear of putting 
into a "Fight, ſhe was told, That I was 
fent for to let ber blood (to op. the exceſſroe 
boding ) which being done accordingly, - her 
wuſband defired to Jet me ſearch her, which 
he agreei bg to, I found the matter as I told 
you, according as I had been informed by the 
midwife before. I declared to the aeg 
Thee it was. * time for ber to be * 


. V; 


pen. 'Þ 


822 4 ing _, Whether I. aged the ad. 
wee of a plyfcian. I anſwered him, Ther:1.qpas, 


always very glad ef bein Affllance; ſo Be. 


Le noted phyſician of the faculty : of 


Paris, was {ent for ;: but be ſtaying above. an 2 


hour, and dhe woman being in e pain, 


aud the child in great Hanger of life, LO 
delared tap toceed without him 


and a hip of the child} 1 brought it gently 


on one fide: (for fear. of breaking it) without 


much trouble, the inner orifice: being as wide 
as the neck of the womb; and the child very 


ſmall, though ſtrong and lively... 1 took hald 


af one foot, which I drew: out, and them bap- 


tized it; afterwards wrapping. it up in a lin- 
nen cloth, I pulled it towards me, and the 
leg, as well as the whole body, followed 


other 
without much trouble, which r a lively 


tray ta what is aſſerted by Mr. Viardel, in 
the 4th chapter of bis obſervations, page 75. 
viz. -Tbat' upon fearch made a certain un- 
man, be met with the ſaid excrement, and thence 
judged that the child was dead, adding, that no 
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nts having well greaſed my lia. 
gert with butter, I conveyed them to the in- 
ner orifice, where metiing with the thing 


body before him had made this obſeruation. Net 

ta diſſemble my opinion, I think him ab- 

_— in the — it being notorious a2 
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daughter, notwithſtanding ſhe had Nen 8 ; 
fore tlie: mecmnium, ar black excrements; cen- | 


. 3 * 
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Ae * come with he andere — 
at leaſt fourſeort' are horn alive, tbuug thy. al. 
ways void theſe black ercre ment. 

I now began to look for the afior-burthen, 
which I endeavoured to pull out with the right 
hand by the navel-ſtring (part whereof . was 
round my left, when inſtead thereof I touched 
with my fingers certain membranes, which 
giving me a ſhrewd ſuſpicion that there was 
another child behind, I put my hand within 
the womb; where 1. felt the child encloſed in 
Its membranes. But fearing, not without rea- 

ſon, that the firſt- born child might be weak - 

— too much, unleſs immediate care were 
taken of binding the navel-ſtring; I did it with 
4 four - doubled ſtring, two inches breadth! 
from the belly, and another two inches thence, 
cutting the nayel-ſtring betw¾ixt the two! 
| knots (as has been ſhewn before) to keep 
the blood within the veſſels belonging to the 
aſter-burthen, without which; the mother 
might have bern much impaired in her 
ſtrength, and diſabled to bring forth the 
ſecond child. This done, I conveyed my hand 
into the womb, where I found the child ſtill 
remaining in the water, which made me o- 
the membranes (and this you may do 
without the leaſt hazard, either to the mo- 
ther or child) and finding the child preſent- 
ing its back, I turned it without much diffi- 
a r ſo that the head now being foremoſt, 
gau Ire- 
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T'rejoiced the mother with the hopes 
ſpeedy and ſafe. delivery, which | happy 
pros Hy Sly" after two or” three pains; when 
without any further aſſiſtance, ſhe was wel 
re- 'of another daughter, which being 

lively as well as the firſt, were both bap- 
fined afterwards in the church. There was 
not above half an hour's" difference betwixt 
the birth of theſe two children; which being 
of the ſame ſex, I was curious to ſee Whether 
each of them had its peculiar after- burthen 
or not; herefore putting iny hand gently 
into the womb, in order to their ſepantibn, 
I found that each had its own-after-b 
not adhering in the leaſt to one another. The 
mother told me. Sbe wal a twin berſe, She 
had a very good lying- in, and looks very 
though 1 have 
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YA by! the: Midwife, to tbe 3 1 abe 


* eee Oild. bed. 5055 10 
Gt 3329 a be 285 
BP TRMRBER Ih, e bin was » fore for 
0 tore! woman living near the Milk - 
Fiege, in partſh of St. Jas, and reduted 
to great diſtreſs, by rt᷑aſon the mid wife could 


not bring out the after-burthen. I eonveyed 


my band to the bottom of the womb; and 
finding the after: burthen adhering in all its 


parts to the womb, T began with "he extres 
mity of my fingers to ſeparate gently and 


gradually the lowermoſt parts of it; which 


done, I pulled by the navel-ſtring (as y et en- 


tire and very ſound) and at laſt thus Ghats 


it from, and brought it out of the womb, 


though not without great trouble and pain, 


both to, myſelf and the woman, who however 
did very well afterwards. | 

In ſuch caſes as this, it is the ſafeſt way 
to look for the after burthen at the bottom * 
the womb; this method being much prefer- 


able to what is practiſed by ſome upon ſuch like 
"occaſions, viz. to * it out violently by the 


navel- 


FF. 
ciayel-ſtring z becauſe if the after-burthen haps 


pens to be joined to the womb, vou run 4 
manifeſt hazard of inverting its bottotn, — 
which there is no danger, in caſe you ſepa» 


which you may do 
danger. 

*eatmot forbear to take notice u 
cafion, that the method 
del in his 19th chapter, 


by Mr. War- 


Mrs. Pariſet of twins, the er. 
with its after-bur then, but” ibe ſeocond 


Ka Be 


the ſame adbering n= to tbe ſubſtance of "the 
won; be did greaſe it ſeveral times with bats 
ter, and thus at laſt witb the help of a 


ry brought it aut. He alſo tells you; 'That* thik 


ow Was afterwards affetted with à 'relaxas 
tien and bearing down of the womb, but does ] 


mention the cauſe of it, which nigit in all 
bability be attributed to bis violent andre 


managing thi matter. I look u 


as too dangerous, and conſequent 


followed in the bringing out of the - after 


burthen, unleſs the paſſages ſhould prove ex- 
ceſſive ſtrait; and even then; there are notwith» 


ſtanding other remedies that may be applied 


with much more ſafety than the er 


The ſame author 
of his in his 26th 


63 "4 


ives us another obſervation 


rate the ſume before-hand- with your fingers, : 
do without the leaſt d 5 


run og 


page 13a, is no let 
dangerous. He tells us, That be Een — 


pulled out by the feet) without eg fir rh 5 


pon this method 


pter, page 1 89. He 3 | 


3 
1 
1 


my 
F a child, after having. | 


He delivered a 


firſt been forced to pull out its brains, but was. 
nof able to bring forth the after-burthen, not 


 woith/ianding be tried ail internal and external 
remedies; ſo that-the whole womb being infected 
with a gangrene, occafioned by the violent pulling 
cut of the child (according to his own confeſſion), 
| poor woman died in a miſerable condition, 
' though the after-burthen came away ſome time be- 
Fort, he baving; found means to protrat# ber life. 


Pes two days, by proper cordiali, fomentations,, 


and injettions.. * i in 5 PRITD> > 6, ARE. 
In my opinion, he would have done much. 
better to have conveyed firſt his fingers, and 


' - afterwards his hand into the womb itſelf, where 


after having peeled it off gently and gradual- 
ly from the ſubſtance of the womb, he might 
have brought it out without ſo much vio- 
lence, and conſequently without bruiſing the 
interior parts, and cauſing ſuch exceſſive pains 
to the woman. Tis certain, that this me- 
thod is much more ſafe than what is propoſed 
by him; beſides, that ſuch perverſed rules 
tend only to miſguide young beginners in their 
profeſſion, who follow the ſame at the ex- 
pence of the lives of ſuch women as 

e the misfortune to fall into their hands: 
and for this reaſon it was, I thought myſelf 


bbliged not to paſs it by in filence, ſince it is 


very obvious to me, that in all probability he 


* 


nature to its own courſe, 
ad of theſe. violences endes 
her with, eaſy, e and emollient clyſters 
an fomegtations. ac 5 ls Wn hoe te, 
pod, this, head, that | "== 
ge 194. he, preſcrib — E 
an - injec into the womb f,. 
brandy, à thing I can by no means approve « 3 ol 


nothing being more 1 8 5 l uch un- 


| accountable ways of proceeding, which. cam 4 1 br 


at, 


only. end in the deſtruction © th 
it happened with this, Who, he — 1 

within two days after; the very 
of the brandy encloſed within the 1 
555 ſufficient alone to produce very 
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The Delivery of 4 " Child os the 0 wt | 
Sb!boulder Foremoſt. © e 


. 4 
LT aa 


Ep RP 16th, 1672, I was called toa gen- 
| 33 in St. Mederic's ſtreet. The 
' child appearing in a very unnatural. poſture, 
and the midwife having ſtayed too long be- 
fore ſhe ſent for me, the woman was reduced 
to a very low condition, the water being gone 
before, and the womb and child fank very 
low, with the arm and ſhoulder foremoſt. 
J laid her croſs the bed, to come at her with 
the more eaſe, and then endeavoured with all 
the ſtrength I had to bring back the arm and* 
ſhoulder, but to no purpoſe, this being one on 
the moſt troubleſome caſes that can ha 
to a man-midwife, eſpecially if he be not called 
in time. However, fince a woman muſt not 
be left in diſtreſs, I got my hand into the 
womb, as well as I could, along the arm that 
preſented itſelf in the birth, and perceiving 
 - the feet to lie very deep. to the bottom of the 
| _ _ — womb, I was obliged to ſearch for them as far 
Zs ever I could reach; at laſt I got hold of one 
ot which whilſt I was pulling towards me, 
i 5% who 


8 F 3 


„ | 
the arm that was "before in the paſſage drew 
back within the womb of courſe; and the other... 
foot following the firſt to the orifice of 'the 
| womb, I joined them bath cloſe together, and 


delivered the child, which proved a daughter, 


and alive, contrary to the ſentiments of the 
midwiſe, who was very poſitive (before I bes: 


gan the delivery) that the child was dead, and! 


told me, That for that reaſon ſhe had baptized 
it in time, The after-burtheri followed, and 
the woman did "ry well, both in and W 
her lying-in. 

The fins * . we tare had ern 
ſion to mention in the preceding Obſetvations, 
ſays, page 233, That in caſe a child, — to 
be dead, comes with the ſhoulder. foremoſt, \ ys 
may male a hole with your fore finger in its He. 
ly, and thus with your finger bent, turn the child 
With its feet to the orifice" of the womb; but 
this gentleman forgot to tell us, Hau be 
could bring his hand into the umb, before be 
could mate ſuch a hole with bis finger in bis. 
belly. We muſt ſuppoſe his finger to be as; 
hard and-ſharp-pointed as the hooks: are that 
are generally uſed upon ſuch occaſions, or elſe 
the child's belly to be as rotten as a pear, with» | 
out which it is impoſſible to do it, as I have 
told already before. I remember, I made this 


experiment once upon the belly of a child ox 


five months old, but with all. the ſtrength; ! 
had, could not make a hole in the belly. with 
* finger and what likelihood i is there of his 

N2 having 


* 


/ 


the Croſs of Lorrain. The child preſenting itſelf 
then foremoſt, the midwife did not know what 


1 io 1 
ane; it with a compleat child in the 
womb; which makes me that the 
- faid author had impoſed many of his n 
eee, den TI SIO ge , 


33 


Ovi LV. poop 
The Delivery of s Child which come doubt, 
with the — von ie 


rem. 


" Eptember adds 3 I w. Ges ber to a 
woman in the Cutler's ſtreet, at the ſign of 


doubled, with the navel · ſtring and after-bur- 


to do in the matter. I made hard ſhift to bring 
my hand along one ſide of the child's body, 
the thi gh and £ to the foot, which I pulled 
_ — This done, 1 — about 
3 of cloth, and took care that the lips 
oo parts were freed from the hair, 

a prior have not taken notice of before, and 
yet of ſuch a nature as ought not to be neg- 
lected by a — 0: or midwife, becauſe 
if it happens to be long, it may ſtick to the 
cloth; and ſo. by Slit forward, you create 
exceſſive pain to the woman. Whilſt I was 
pulling 


* 
4 
yl 1 
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pulling out the one leg, I took particular cart 


to ſee whether the other was laid croſsways 
either the tinngh or 


—— 


* 


or 


leg. I drew out the child to the ſhoulders, 


and ſo further to the head; but 


not follow, the paſſage being very 


well advanced in 


woman pretty 


who had never borne a child before. It coſt 


this would 
ſtrait in a 
years, and 


me a great deal of trouble before T could clear 
it, which I did at laſt, but not till the child 
was dead. I alſo delivered the after-burthen 


aſter my uſual method, via, 


holding the 


2 wich my left hand, and pulling the | 


after-burthen ont with the right. | 
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The Delivery of a Woman, the Child prejtin 
1252" the Elbow and Shoulder. 2 
— 24h, 1672, I was ſent fob: to 
voman, the wife of a wine- cooper in the 
— ſtreet. She had been already twelve 
hours in hard labour, attended with frequent 

ins, without any conſiderable advancement 
of the birth, tho' the membranes were broken, 
and the water come away. I aſked the mid- 
wife, What part of the child came foremoſt ? 
'who told me, Gy arm, and that the head came 
next, I replied, If the caſe flood thus, we might 
hope for a tolerable good delivery, but that awe 
muſt have patience. However, the woman in 
labour, being very urgent to be ſearched 'by 
me, I anointed my hands with butter, and had 
no ſooner brought them into her privy parts, 
but found them much ſwelled, either by the 
violent touching of the midwife, or the over- 
_— of the woman herſelf. 

Advancing further with my enger into the 
neck of the womb, T met with the child's 
eibow bended, and of a bigger ſize than or- 
r. This diſcovery made me go deeper 
| into 


is. 45 


1 1. 
into the womb; £ find out Whale the mid-. 
wife was in the right or not; in which 1 
ſ5o0n diſcovered her miſtake; it being the ſhoul- 
der, and not the head, that followed the arm, 
which I told her ; defiring at the ſame time, 
— leave the whole r >a of the matter 
to myſelf. ö 
Then laying the woman croſs the bed; 1 
conveydd my fingers a ſecond time into the 
paſſage, and finding that the child's arm and 
ſhoulder had quite ＋ up the inner orifice 
of the womb, I did all I could to bring them 
back ; but this not ſucceeding, I was forced 
3 has been obſerved before) to bring my 
hand within the womb, a thing not to be done 
in ſuch a caſe as this, without a great deal of 
trouble and pain to the woman, which might 
in all probability have been prevented, had 
they called for ſeaſonable aſſiſtance in time, 
before the interior parts are fo far forced into 
the paſſage, and before the coming away of the 
water; which, if rightly obſerved, would fave 
abundance of trouble to the man-midwife, and 
of pain to the poor woman. Wherefore I give 
this advice to all underſtanding midwives, 
That, Whenever they find the child not "well 
turned, or any thing elſe different from the natu- 
ral courſe they ought to loſe no time; it being 
certain, that the interior parts are 60% d: iſpeſed 
at the begi nning of the labour. 
. I went to work, and conveying 
— fingers as gently as could be into the worth, 


$ 


L 4 ] 
I took hold of one of the feet, and whilſt I was 
pulling the ſame out towards me, the arm | 


taking quite another turn, the 2 was 18 
28 much leſs difficulty. I —— pooh 

the leg to the buttocks, and e cloth I. had 
made uſe of before being very bloody and wet, 
I took anather dry ane, wherewith I brought 


dut the child, with much ado, to the neck; I 


Was afraid the head might be dis) Sjoined from | 
the trunk of the body, — child — dead 
ſome time before; but at laſt, (through God's 
bleſſing) the delivery was ſafely accompliſhed. 
I alſo cought forth the after-burthen after my 
uſual way: I found the navel-ſtring ſamewhat 
inclined to a putrefaction, but the reſt of the 
body appeared pretty ſound, except .that the 
kin was in ſome places ſeparated from the 
muſculous parts, and was covered with a fli- 
my. greeniſh ſubſtance, ſuch as we ſee upon the 
ſurface of ſtanding waters in marſhy grounds, 
The after-burtheg had alſo contracted. an ill 
| ſcent, notwithſtanding which, and the hard 
labour of the woman, he did . well 1 


her n in. 


by \ ; C13 
OBsER- 
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rew-backwards, and die body af the. de 


1. = Ons ZR VATION Lyn. 
The Delivery of « purify'd Child, 


N "Ovember,24th;: 1672, I was called 0 4 
LY woman, the wife of a tapeſtry- maler, 
where meeting with the doctors —— Den- 
gau and Matot, all three noted phyſicians f 
the faculty of Paris, and with Mr. Chatiou the 
ſurgeon, they told me, That ſeveral et | 
3 been there before to view 
ber they bad all refuſed to meddle in the matter, 
except one, who had propeſed to fetch out the childs 
with proper „ They alſo told me, 
That - ſhe had made uſe of clyſters, of phlebotamy 
both in the arm and faut, and of | ſeveral famenr 
tations, but without any vi/ible | aduantage. 
certain pretended door had alſo given her a 
laxative draught, without the — of 
the other phyſicians (as it is the practice of 
theſe quacks) but without any ſucceſss. 
After fome conſultation, it being reſolved 
that I ſhould try my fortune to deliver the wo- 
man, I brought my. right hand into her privy 
parts, in order to advance with my fingers 
into the neck of the womb, but found the 
child head very bb and giving way to 2 
touc 


NF 


T1] 
touch of my fingers. At the ſame time laying 
my left hand upon the woman's belly, I felt 
there two different ſwellings, the biggeſt where- 
of I judged to proceed from the bulk of the 


child, and the ſecond from the extenſion of the 


bladder, the woman having evacuated no 
urine for a conſiderable time before; which 
laſt alſo proved the cauſe of moſt of the 
ſymptoms. ae 1 | 
I repreſented the whole ſtate of the caſe to 
the before- mentioned phyſicians, who all agreed 

with me in opinion, That ſince there was no way 
left to turn the child, it muſt be brought' forth by 
the meant of- a book. But as I was not provided 
with ſuch like inſtruments at that time, I deſi- 
red leave to go home and fetch them: but her 
Huſband poſitively refuſed to let me go; ſay- 
ing, That if I did, I would not come back, no more 
iban ſeveral others had done before; ſo I was for- 
ced to make uſe of my fingers as well as I 
could, but to no purpoſe. I left nothing unat- 
tempted to put back the child's head towards 
the bottom of the womb, in hopes to open 
(by this means) a free paſſage for the urine, 
(the head of the child preſſing hard upon the 
urethra) and for my hands into the womb, to 
catch hold of its feet, but without ſucceſs. I 
then endeavour'd to make a hole with the ex- 
tremity of my fingers into the child's crown 
of the head, but found it impracticable, which 
convinced me of the falſehood of what the be- 
fore-mentioned Mr. Viardel has aſſer ted in 10 


[ i) 3 25 
ath ch ge 2 7, of his treatiſe; vi. 
That 3 —.— is band within the uum 
of A certain woman — labour, be preſſed the 
woman's belly very c T dewrennards, and with 
tuo of his s made a bole, into "the child's 
head, and took out its brains, keeping -both bis © 
fingers bent in the — 4 _ ur a | 
os ſphznoides. + f 
But to return to our own apiraticia F dias | 
| I could not ſucceed with my fingers, andbeing 
deſtitute of an iron hook, I was forced to make 
uſe inſtead thereof, of an iron ladle, with a 
hook at the handle, wherewith entering be- 
twixt the ſeam, or opening of the ſcull, I en- 
deavour'd- to break thro' the: firſt membrane 
that encloſes the brain with the extremity-of 
my fingers; but finding it thus 1mpenetrable, 
I opened it with a ſpatula, and then bringing - 
in my fore finger, fetch'd out the brains by de- 
grees, in order to preſs the head cloſer — 
ther, and conſequently to remove the ſtop- 
page of the urinal paſſage, ot urethra. This 
ſucceeded ſo well, that the woman evacuated a 
great deal of urine; and this evacuation hav- 
ing opened a free paſſage for my hand and 
hook to enter the womb, I — the laſt 
into the child's mouth, and drew out the 
child's head beyond the outermoſt orifice of 
the womb ; but the body ſticking by the ſhoul- 
ders, I was forced to faſten a ſtring about the 
child's neck, to draw it towards me with the 
more e ſtrength. Lat t che ſame time deſired Mr. 
Roſiers, 


[188 ] 

Rofiers, another for there nt; to 
take hold of the Aring, whilſt 1 — the 
head of the child with my to further 
the delivery 
Whole carcaſs of the child being much putri- 
d, the head was ſeparated” from the neck, 
the ſhoulders ſticking in and filling up the 

whole paſſage, ſo that I ſcarce knew what to 
do. At laſt I found means to bring my fingers 
under one of the child's arm-pits, which ſuc- 

_ ceeded ſo well, that I could Il out one of the 
arms firſt; and after wards ſecond; which 

done, the reſt of the trunk of the body fol- 

lowed without much 
After this I faſtened the — about 
my leſt hand, whilſt I conveyed my right into 
the womb, where J found the after-burthen 
jained fo cloſe to the ſubſtance of the womb, 
as if it had eee yet I happily de- 
livered it. N 

The woman in a while being grown 
wth weak, and her pulfe, which beat very 
quick and unequal, diſcovering the ill difpoſi- 
tion of her body, the doctors preſcribed her a 
cordial; the water of carduus, fyrrup of le- 
mons, and the juice of ſome ſour oranges to 
further the flooding. The next day ſhe had 
alſo a cooling and emollient clyſter applied, 
mix d with two ounces of honey. I gave her 
_ a'viſit the ſame evening, and finding her 2 
parts inelining ſomewhat to a — 1 
oe! ordered chem to be fomemed wid fl or ſea- 

| water, 


: but this ſucceeded not; o 


L a ES 
water. Her fever increaſing, the was let 
| blood che fh day in the foot, and two days: 
aſter in the arm, which perſected her cure, 
except that ſhe. ns troubled with an involune | 
tery.emiſſion of urine, by reaſon of the relana- 
tion of the ſphyncter of the bladder, occaſioned | 
by the ignorance. of a certain ſutgeon, who! 
would have brought away the urine by the 
means of a catheter. However, by the care! 
taok of this troubleſome accident, {he alſo re- 
covered of that about three months afterwards, 
and has ſince that time borne ſeveral nn. 
without any Ea Wigs % Os 
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. the za, 1673, I was lan for to 

a cook's wife, living in the valley of Mi- 
ſens, and found the child with the feet fore- 
moſt, but the heels turn'd towards the funda- 
ment of the mother, and the toes to the os 
m. I did all I could to turn it; but not 
being able to effect it, I was forced to bring it 
out in the ſame poſture I found it; viz, With 
the 


— 


N „ 
lle face turned towards the os ſacrum; but the 
Chin ſticking againſt it, I brought my fingers 
into the child's mouth, and thus delivered the 
_ child; but upon view of the head, found the 
os parietale bent in ſeveral places.. I met once 
with ſuch another, the 16th of October, in the 
ſame year, in a woman in St. Jeffrey ſtreet, 
Whoſe child had a hollowneſs in the left us pa- 
rietale, of the length of two inches breadth, 
and the depth of the ſixth part of an inch, 
which appear'd natural, tho' it ow'd its cauſe 
to an accident. This child having a black 
ſpot upon the lip, as if it had been bruiſed, I 
aſk d the mother, Whether ſhe had received any 
burt or blow upon the belly; who anſwer'd me, 
That ſhe did fall upon an iron-bar. This child 
did live only half an hour, no more than the 
firſt, I engag'd, Dr. Pecquet to enquire with 
me into the true cauſe of this diſaſter, but 
could inveſtigate no more, than that the mother 
told us, Wat ſhe had burt herſelf in the fixth 
month of her bigneſs, by running againſt a croſs 
bar, belonging to the ſhutters of windows. The 
mothers of both theſe children an "uy 2 
r their ere 
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The Delivery of a. 
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JE<ember the 12th, 1673, I was called to 
the wife of a ſhoemaker, in the ſtreet of 


Ocleance. I convey'd my hand thro the paſſage 
into the womb, and finding the child with the 


back foremoſt, I guided it along the buttocks, 
thighs and legs to the feet, which I drew. out, 


and wrapping them up in a cloth, brought out 


the child, the exterior ſkin of which was ſe- 
parated from the reſt, juſt like a ſerpent that 
caſts her ſkin. The woman being very drop- 
ſical, had a tumour on the outſide of her belly, 
which tho' without the leaſt coherency, or 


relation to her ſwelling, occaſioned by her 


bigneſs, yet vaniſhed immediately after her 


delivery; and notwithſtanding this water, as 


well as the after-burthen, had already con- 
tracted a very nauſeous ſcent, The woman 
had a very good lying-in, and has been very 
well ever fince; for her flooding appearing 
kindly, the water was convey'd off along wit 

the blood in eight days, and ſo recovered to a 
miracle. N „„ 
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Fo of maker's wife in the White-mantle-ſtreet. 
I T1 deliver her of twins; one a boy, the other 
1 4 girl; the firſt in a natural, the ſecond in an 
unnatural pofition. 1 found but one womb- 
Lake, or after-burthen, but two navel-ſtrings 


e witb its peculiar water to each child. This 
oOhbſeryation contradicts the before - mentioned 
Mr. Viardel's aſſertion, when he ſays in his 6th 


"I 
„ 
1 


prove of*a different ſex, there are no leſs than two 
; - after-burthens; and this be alledges as a peculiar 


Mr. Viardel; it being certain, that each child 
is always encloſed in its peculiar membranes 
and water, without which it cannot ſubfiſt in 


2 44 " ter- 


* 
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© The Dezvrry of Twins, one of them in its 
1 Natural, the other in an unnatural pofi- 


Anuary gth, 1674, I was ſent for to a ſhoe- 


3 and four membranes faſtened to it, viz. Two 


chapter, page 35. That, 4obenever 4 woman 7s 


"one after-burthen belonging to both ; but if they 


piece of providence in nature. I ſhall have oc- 
cafion to ſay more hereafter of this error of 


the womb ; bur as for the womb-cake, or af 


Lig) 

ter-burthen, | it happens frequently that i 
belongs no more than one to two children. 
The child 4 in its en the yolk of 
an egg in the white ; an egg allo has its. proper 

— ; the firſt, which becomes hard, 
is like the chorion of:the foetus ;, and the inte- 
rior one, Uk that called the ammies, e 


_ 
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The liv of a Gill, the Now whernf ops 1 
| feared. to the Shoulder no the Womb. 


AY 8th, 108 1 was called by a RW 
tlewoman to go along with her to the 
village of Noiſy Le See, to deliver a woman, 
who had been nurſe to a nephew of Dr. Le Bel, 
chief phyſician to her Highneſs the Dutcheſs: 
of Orleance. The child coming with his hand 
foremoſt, the arm to the ſhoulder appeared be- 
low the womb, the reſt of the body being fixt 
upon the inner orifice, and the arm filling up 
the whole paſſage, which was very ſtrait, as 
well as the womb itſelf ; beſides that, the wa- 
ter was come away twenty-four hours before 
was called thither. Being informed by the mid- 
wife how far ſhe had proceeded in furthering 
the delivery, I ſearched the woman, and endea- 

* | * voured 
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ö vour'd with my fingers and band (as well as 1 
could) to bring back firſt the ſhoulder, and 
atk cam for it is to be abſerved, that in 
ſuch caſes as theſe, the part 


next to the womb 


is 10 be reduced backward firſt, and ſo the 


| other ſucceflively, as I did at this time. |. 23 


For I guided my fingers along the child's 


arm, to dilate the paſſages to the womb I at 
. laſt conveyed it to the child's head, which I 
found bent upon the breaſt towards the belly. 
Upon further conſideration what was beſt to be 
he: I removed the head a little (it being i in 
my way) to come at the feet, one whereof 1 
found bent backwards to the buttocks ; I did 
all I could to pull the foot towards me, which 
ſucceeded fo well, that as the foot came for- 
ward, the arm drew backward ; ſo that the 
ſecond foot co following the GR, I pulled 
aut the child (which _ dead) by both the 
and the- after-burthen following without 
. trouble, the woman did very well, both 
in and after her lying in. 


88 
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rULY 16th, 1674; I was ſent 6 to the boſue 
of Mrs. la Marche, a noted mid wife, living 
in the iſle of our Lady, near St, Lewis, to aſſiſt 
in the delivery of a certain gentle woman. Hav- 
ing received all the information I thought re- 
2 from Mrs. la Marche, I ae) (open 
rch) a certain black flimy excrement (the 
meconium) upon my fingers, which making me 
dge that the child was coming with the beck 
ml foremoſt, I told the waman in labour, that 
ſhe muſt train and bear downwards with all her 
ſtrength, which together with the force of the 
child (which was very lively) broke the navel} - 
ſtring about four inches from the child's belly, | 
' io I\ was forced to take hold of it with my left 
hand, to prevent the effuſion of blood w loſs 
of ſpirits in the child, whilſt. with the right 
I brought forth the child, and immediately tied 
up the navel - ſtring: Then I endeavour d to 
45 out likewiſe the after - burthen by the na- 
vekſtring ; but finding it faſtened ſome where 
n I — my hand along it into the 
2 womb, 
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Womb, where I met with other membranes 
filled with water, and conſequently judged that 


there was another child behind. 


I had no ſooner opened the Wem N bat 


an arm of the ſecond child coming out along 


with the water, I reduced the ſame backwards 
into the womb, and guiding my hand along 
the ſhoulder, ribs, and ſo further along the ſame 
Hide of the body, the thigh and leg, to the 
foot, which I had no ſooner brought out, but 
the other follow'd, and as I was pulling out 
the firſt, the arm dow back by degrees. 
Mr. Viardel tells us, in his 3d. chap. pag. 18. 
That in caſe the child is come to its full perfection, 
il breaks the membranes wth its feet, and after- 
awards turning its head downwards to the innen 
orifice of the womb, endeavours: to open its own 
paſſage, in order to deliver itſelf from its con- 
finement, unto which the coming away of the a- 
ter contributes confiderably, by rendering the paſs 
ſages ſoft and fi fippery. But I am of opinion; 
That / it were the child that with its feet breaks 
the membranes, they would not bear down ſo deep 
into the paſſage, neither would appear bully and 
Lr with water, like a lags bladde. 
However, thus far may be affirm d, That if 
| the child's head does not appear in the birth ſoon | 
after the breaking of the membranes, and the com- 
ing away- of the — it is a fign'of a long and 
difficult labour. Thus as long as the water of 
a woman flows: only flowly and thro a ſmall 


| . e the delivery i is not as yet at hand, be- 
89 cauſe 
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baue the pains are as yet only ſtrong enough _ 


to force out the water, but not the child. 
which does not forte its way out ward, till after 
the coming away of the water, -whence the 
men- mid wives and mid wives have their proverb, 5 
That as the water decreaſes, the labour and N 7 
of a fudien delivery encregſoo. 


This further judgment may a * giren of | ** I 


the membranes; vis. That when they appear 


round and much ſwelled with water in the/\orifice 


of the womb, it is looked upon as a fign of a natu- 

ral and forward labour; tho' this rule is not uni- 
verſal, becauſe in caſe the child. comes with the 
buttocks or a ſhoulder foremoſt; the gs io and 
ſwelling of the membranes appears in the ſame 
manner, as inthe natural births : if on the con- 
trary, the membranes. appear of an oblong | figure 

at ib, they take it. pag a fign of an unnatural * 
travel, Some midwifes ſay, That the mem: 


branes appear at firſt, accordi ng to the. ſhape of 
that part that comes foremoſt. © 


When you find the membranes ſufficiently —_ q 


extended by the water, but not able to break, 


by reaſon of their thickneſs, you muſt open tbem 


either with a ſharp or acuminated grain of falt, 
or the point of a needle; and the membranes 


being thus opened either naturally or artificially, 


and the water following as it ought to do, the 

child follows commonly, after two or three +» 

Zacceeding- pains. But to return to our Tone / 
operation: this ſecond child proved a daugh- 

ter, but not ſo big as the firſt. I ty d up the 
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_ navel-ſtring'in two places; and cut it betwixt 
| the two knots; and now proceeding in my 
work to fetch out the after-burthens, I Was 
ſurptized to meet with more membranes, well 

extended with water; I open'd them, and a 

" third child appear'd (as the water was flowing 

off) with the arm foremoſt; I turn'd it after 

he ſame manner as I had done with the former, 
and ſafely delivered it: it proved of a larget 

Hize than the two others, but the g 

much ſhorter. | 
I now thought it high time to look after the 

ver bitches and beginning with chat of the 

- Keſſt child (being thicker than the reſt) I guid- 

ed my hand along it to the undermoſt — of 
the after-burthens (holding the navel-ſtring 

Bll this while with my left) which I there ſepa- 

rated, being ſtrongly joined together by a thick 
membrane or ſkin, part of the — and. all 

dee encloſed in the ſame, as the three learned 
phyſicians, Dr. Lalier, Biendiſant and Bticet 
can teſtify, unto whom I alſo plainly ſhew'd, 
that each of theſe womb-cakes, or after-bur- 
chens had its peculiar two membranes, which 

Had before encloſed each its child in its water, 

tho' the afrer-burthens' were; as I told you, 

joined together. « 

But finding chat there was wanting ſome 
art of one of the membtanes, called amnios, 
put my hand bnee more into the womb, and 

diſcovered a certain round and hatd ſubſtance, 

| RAD had ſome: motion, and wülkered by a ſen, 

2 not 
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not unlike that of a gooſe's foot, to the womb, 
as if it had been a womb-cake; I ſeparated 
and brought it out, and upon full view it proved 
a mola, or ſuperfetation, of the bigneſs of one 
of the balls that they play with uſually in the 
Pall-malls. The three firſt mentioned children 

wer all baptiz'd in St, Lewis's church; I viſit 


ed the mother fot fourteen days after ward, | 


and the three children did very well all that 
while, as well as the woman: I have had di- 
vers other ſuch deliveries in my practice, but 
forbear 0 mention * to avoid nn 
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The bu of @ Child torn in . in the 


a 

Bamcibur 2ad; 4674, "ne att wk. * 
woman in labour in the New-ſtreet of 

81 Denis. The midwife deſpairing of being able 
to deliver the woman, had ſent for a noted man- 
midwife of Paris, who had done all he could to 
accompliſh the delivery, but without ſucceſs; 
for finding all his art and ſtrength to fail bim, 

hae had left her in the lurch. Hearing how mat- 
ters ſtood, I e my _ thro” the neck 
O4 ee 
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of the womb, within the inner orifice, where 
2 found an opening or hole of the bigneſs of 
my faſt, and the guts, as well of the woman as 
| of the child, fallen thro! it into the womb ; this 
made me ſoon to draw back my hand, and to 
aſk the midwife, Mbetber ſbe had bad à hand 
in this diſaſter; ſhe anſwer d me, No; and that 
fir ſhould be very ſorry if foe bad, 
e poor woman in labour thereu nitold 
| = 7 bat the before-mentioned „ bad 
Jo managed ber for two hours, that ſhe was ſenſible 
Me could not eſcape with life, but that all her de- 
Ire was to deliver ber, in order to ſee the-child 
baptiz'd, I told her, That I could not undertake 
fo difficult a taſk, before I had ſpoken with 8 
man. miduiſe that had been there before me, to 
defire him either to accompliſh the delivery, or at 
leaſt to be an eye-witneſs of what I did. The 
man-midwife being ſent for, excuſed himſelf 
from coming, whilſt I perſuaded the woman to 
provide for her foul, by receiving the ſacra- 
ments. In the mean time Dr. Doutee, a fa- 
mous phyſician of the faculty of Paris, being 
ſent for, I fairly ſtated: the caſe to him, ſhew- 
ing him one of the arms of the child, with 
the ſtring remaining about it, wherewith the 
man- mid wife had torn it from the body, as 
alſo another ſtring he had left on one of the 
_ child's legs, which may ſerve as convincing in- 
ſtances, that the uſe of ſtrings in hard labours 
is not proper at all times, but a under cer- 
tain circumſtances. 
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There was not the leaſt reaſon to queſtion 
the child's death, and that of the mother was 
at hand; yet ſhe urged me without intermiſſion 
to deliver the child, in order to have it bap- 
' tiz'd, tho' it ſhould haſten her death; and De. ; 
Doute moved with compaſſion, perſuaded me YE 
to gratify her — I muſt confeſs, Loud 8 
never adviſe a man · mid wife to meddle with a 
buſineſs of this nature left by another, unleſs i 
he thinks himſelf ſecure of ſucceſs, it being "= 
certain, that the laſt bears all the blame, tho' he 
be never ſo innocent. I was too ſenſible of this 
maxim, as well as of the preſent danger of the 
tient at this time, yet at her earneſt intreaties, 
and the perſuaſions of Dr. Doute, I reſolved to 
do my utmoſt, but did not” forget to repreſent 
to bim the hazard I put — into, by un- 
dertaking ſuch a taſk, which being quite deſ- 
perate muſt needs tend to my diſreputation. 
To be ſhort, I brought out the child, but 
torn in ſuch a manner as I related before, 
with the guts hanging out into the very neck 
of the womb. (before its delivery) wheregf I 
deſired the doctor to take notice before I laid 
hand to the work. The doctor ordered her 
nothing but a nouriſhing diet, and to ſend 
for a prieſt to take care of her ſoul; which 
done, we departed. | 
| Upon this occaſion. I can't but recommend 
this as an infallible rule to all men-midyives 
and midwives, not to be too haſty in their 
3 but to wait with patience, till 
matters 
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ht to maturity, and in * 
mean mem le alt —_ by dilating and pre- 
ſmoothing remedies, 
= butter and ſuch like; They ought 
conſtantly to have before their eyes, that God 
i an eye- witneſs of their raſhneſs, and theft- 
fore ſhould never preſcribe, or give any re- 
metdies to women with child, 2 
vice of a phyſician, in caſe, one is to be 
Had, without which they can never expect the 
Viefling of God Almighty, who will not deny 
er his aſſiſtance, rr err with 1 
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VeUusT 26th, 1676; I was ſent for ton 
lock-ſmith's wife in the ſtreet of Cha- 
 Fehton, in the ſuburb of St. Anthony's. The 
ep preſented its left fide foremoſt, and its 
being extraordinary, 1 ſaſpected it to be 
dropſical, as indeed it proved afterwards, the 
9 being of a very ill habit of 
— my fingers (as I uſed to do) into 
| the womb, and * hold of the feet —_— 
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them out to the buttocks, when I obſerved the. 
child to piſs, but for fear of a miſtake, defired 
| the midwife, who was an old d 1 
to give her ſentiments of the matter; and ſbe 
agreeing with me in opinion, I told her, 
ghar tap. _— neſs of 
a ing upon t the 1 
l e eee The ure 
8 to come for à conſiderable time ass 
clear as rock water; but fearing the child 
might be ſtifled in the birth, (in caſe it nul 
be alive) 1 did all I could to pull out the firſt 
leg (wrapt in a cloth) till the other follows 
ing I brought forth the whole child, but with. 
out any ſigns of life. It was about ſcven 
months old; its joints being very tender, 1 
had ſomewhat ſtrained the knee; ſor the 
child's belly being much ſwell'd, 1 had-much 
ado to bring it thro' the paſſage, without any 
further violence, for fear of tearidg the leg 
from the body. The midwife ſaid, Se bad 
never ſeen, fo nice u delivery Gefore: 1 did: alſo 
fetch out the after-burthen, which was much 
er hotwithſtanding which the womah | 
MO well, wo in and . W 
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NEpteraber 14th, 167 55 I was a n for ton 
poor woman, to deliver her of twins, be- 
ing a girl and a boy. The firſt preſenting her 
hand, I convey d my fingers along the arm 
to the ſhoulder, and thence along one ſide of 
the body, till 1 could reach the feet, one 
whereof I brought out and baptiz d; and hav- 
ing wirapt the foot in a cloth, I ae the 
child in the ſame manner as has been often 
mentioned. Then bringing my hand into the 
womb in ſearch for the aſter- burthen, I met 
with other membranes full of water; I opened 
them, and the child coming like the rt 
I manag'd and deliver'd it in the fame man- 
ner. They were both of one bigneſg. I pull d 
the navel-ſtring of the girl (being the firſt 
born) to try whether the after-burthen would 
follow ; but finding it faſtened to the womb, I 
brought in my fingers and hand, and ſepara- 
ted the ſame on its lowermoſt part, and then 
it came forth with little trouble, as did alſo 
the ſecond. "Taking a view of the after-bur- 

| thens, 


1 1 
chens, I found them joined together by a hs. 


membrane or kin; of the breadth of | four 
= tho for the reſt, each of them was ens 


tire by itſelf, and had its peculiar membranes 


belonging to them; for I ſeparated them with 
great care, to convince myſelf in oppoſition of 
what has been aſſerted upon this kak! 25 * 
ſo a nn Gere e 
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8185 On52nvariON LXVI. 
| Th Deliver of 4 Child with te Face 2 


ARCH 7th, 1676, I was called toa 
woman in the Baillets-ſtreet. Finding 

the woman extended almoſt quite naked before 
the fire, I aſk'd the midwife the meaning there- 
of, and ſeeing the child's face preſented itſelf in 
the midſt of the exterior lips of the privy 
parts, with the forehead towards the mother's 
fundament, I gave the midwife a reprimand, 
telling her, That ſhe ought to have proceeded with 
more circumſpection and patience ; unto which 
ſhe anſwered, That this being the firſt time that 
ſhe ever ſaw a child appear thus, ſhe had taken it 
for a monſter, and was m_ frightened out of 
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|.  privities, and the forchead and chicks of tha 
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Hong well aneinted my fingers with but 
ar, I — them in _—_—_ 


child, in hopes of extending the parts by de- 
but finding this enſucockol, I. I convey'd 
hetwixt the forehead and the lower part 
of the waging ar paſſage, lying juſt above the 
gut or fundament, the preſſing with my fin- 

rs being follow'd by a violent pain, the child's 

ead came out, and I laying both my hands, 
one on each fide of the ears, pulled out the 
whole body. The face was very black, but 
was ſoon cured by bathing it with a little warm 
wine. I have delivered ſeveral women, whoſe 
children came with the face foremoſt, and al- 
ways without any great difficulty, it being only 
to be obſerved, That in ſuch caſes, no violence 
wut be uſed, but mature be left ta its own 

eure; which done, there i 44 719 e either of 
| er a ar child,” N 
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Woman baving @ Ti i 
tk nog: Rom of ber gfe - 


woman in the rect called Maubec, hav- 
ing a ee in her lower belly, about * res- 
ion of the womb, of the bigneſs of Thr . 
l, which prefling ſo hard upon the Ne 
of the bladder, as Sally ſup elfe 16 urine, 
Dr. Biendiſant, phyſician of the 2 of Pa- 
ris was ſent for, who ordered her divers re- 
medies, and ordered me to draw away the 
urine, by the help of a catheter, which I did 
effeQually, I had often occaſion to make uſq 
of the ſame inſtrument afterwards, but with 
much more difficulty, ſhe beginning to grow 
weary of this operation, and the tumour 
preſſing ſa cloſe upon the bladder, that there 
was no paſſage for the inſtrument. One da 


CTORBER 26th, 1678, I was call'Itoa 


4 lr 
after ſhe had refuſed to admit of the catheter, _ 


the extenſion of the bladder, by the Je- 


tention of the urine, cauſed ſa N a a 
that ſhe was glad to crave my aſſiſtange; 
finding it impoſſible to bripg in the catheter, I 
bed e to a famentatian made af My de- 
ion 


coction of mallows, althea, of violet leaves, 


the pellitory of the wall, and linſeed ; this 
being applied to the belly relaxed the parts, 
and making way for the catheter, ſhe evacua- 


ted a good quantity of urine, which allay d 


her pain; but this being of no long continu- 
ance, ſhe began to be ſoon weary again of 


this operation, but applied herſelf to a mid- 
wife, who purg'd her for three weeks, but 


without any remarkable relief. She then had 


recourſe to another midwife, who ply d 9 


with 'medicines day and night, but with no 
better ſucceſs than the former. Next ſhe uſed 


the advice of another doctor, who gave her a 


drink of his' own preparation, which evacu- 
ated abundance of matter as black as pitch, 
notwithſtanding which, the ſwelling remained 
in the ſame ſtate and condition as before, 


being eaſily to be graſp'd with one's hand, tho 


the woman was near four months with child; 
but afterwards it was ſcarce diſcernable on the 
out- ſide, the woman complaining only of feel- 
ing a heavy weight within her, and a moſt vio- 
lent pain in her his. 
In the ſeventh month of her bigneſs ſhe was 
ſeized frequently with a flux of blood, fo as 
to evacuate about two pounds of blood at a 
time. But on the 25th of October, 1678, (in 
the eighth month of her being with child) the 
flux returning with greater violence than be- 
fore, ſhe ſent for a midwife, who (upon ſearch 
made) was of opinion, that ſhe could not be 
hg delivered 
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delivered as yet; however, a doctor thire! pre- 
ſent order'd av a ſlender hlebotomy againſt 
the next day. The + night >the 
midwife was called again, but perſiſted in her 
former on, that there was no alteration 
fince the had left her. However, the poot wo- 
man growing weaker every hour, Dr. Biendi- 
fant was ſent for out of his bed, who agreed td 
a phlebotomy* but the woman was reduced 
to ſo low a condition, by the continued loſs 


of blood, that within'a Des hodtr aft ſhe ex- 


pir'd: She was open'd immediately, to ſade 


(if poſbble) the child, which was a boy, but 
without the leaſt appearance of life; beſides 
which, there was a mola or falſe conce 
or rather a ſuperfetation) of a muſculous 

ſſtance in the womb; which, upon an ex- 
act view, we found joined to the foremoſt 
part of the womb, by ſeveral ſtrong liga- 
ments, and cover'd with a peculiar membrane 
it weigh'd about a pound; part of the after-bur= 
then of the child adhered to this mola, which 


was alſo ſo cloſely join'd to the womb, that 


we were forced to pull it off with ſome vio- 
lence. We diſſected the mola, which appear'd 
on the on Hr a i a on "ver but wires 
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x The Delivery of 4 Child, the one Arm where- | 
e flood quite out of the birth 


JUNE: 17th, 1678, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, I was called to a woman in la- 
bour, in a joyner's houſe, in the ſtreet de 
Berry au Marais. The child's arm appear'd 
quite without to the ſhoulder : the midwife had 
indeed endeavour'd to bring it back, but to 
no purpoſe, the arm being much ſwell'd, by 
its long continuance in the paſſage, and perha Is. 
alſo by the violent management of the midwite; 
beſides that, the ſaid arm was ſqueez d in very 
hard in the inner orifice of the womb. I did 


all chat poſſibly I could to reduce it back into 


the womb; but finding it impracticable, I con- 
vey'd my hand along it, endeayouring to di- 
late with my fingers the inger orifice of the 
womb, to open my way into it, laying ſome- 
times my left hand upon the woman's belly to 
keep her ſteady down. After I had thus 
brought my hand within the womb, I could 
diſtinctly feel every part of the child. The 
firſt was the neck, then the head, lying on 
one fide towards the mother's fundament Len 
a. A 1 guid- 


VV: ain” F: - * 
viding my hand along the child's body, 1 
— it to lie double with the belly towards 
the bottom of the womb, the know bent, the 
= under the head, and the left arm croſs * p 
the legs: if I could have taken hold of a knee, 
I might have delivered the child then; but 1 
thought it more ſafe to go further to the leg, 
which tho' not ſo much involvd in the mem- 
branes of the after-burthen, ' yet I could not 
bring it out without great trouble, ; becauſe: of | 
two main obſtacles; firſt, the head lying a- 
croſs the inner orifice of the womb, I was 
forced to remove it firſt, to prepare a freer” _ 
paſſage for the feet; the ſecond was che m YT 
which likewiſe obſtructed the paſſage. + © 
It alſo happened unfortunately, that my: # 
hand being at that very time ſeized with a be- 
numbedneſs, I was not able to keep the foot, 
which occaboned: me no ſmall trouble; for: 
though my hand ſoon recovered, yet the foo; 
being drawn back from the place where I had 
mk it before, betwixt the head and the 
neck of the child quite bent behind 498 
| ſhoulder, I had much ado to bring it 
(without danger to the child) to the inner 
orifice of the womb; beſides that, it was a8. 
ſlippery as an cel, and thus ſeveral times ſlipp d 
out of my Gngers, till at laſt I wound it up 
in a fine linen cloth, and ſo pull'd it towards 
me with all my ſtrength. I heard ſome of the 
child's limbs crack in pulling out, which made 
me fear their being broken, but it was unayoide 
i able. 


I 


ſtrength co pull out the child, the mother aſ- 


brought it out with 


midwiſe which 
_rdſhly, but only when the mother, as well as 


Tr _ a natural * 0 


| 212 1 
"ia 1 having occaſion of all my firexigih 60 
deliver it, without which the prof muſt have 


deen in evident danger of being loft, which 
ought to be prevented by all poſſible — 


eſpecially after the child Has been ba 
* Whilſt I was endeavouring with all m 


fiſted me ſo „ that che thigh above 
the leg, which Thad i in my hand, coming out 
at once to the arſe, — arm drew inſenſibly 


backwards; then conveying my fingers into the 


womb, to ſee how the other thigh was laid, 
Ffound the leg leg lying upon the belly, and fo 

ittle further trouble. 
I muſt confeſs, that ſuch deliveries as theſe 
vife a great deal of reſolution in a man- 
ought not to be undertaken 


the child, are in danger of being loſt. Theſe 
misfortunes generally owe chels! origin to the 


7 ignorance of the midwives, who often don't 


require any further affiſtance, before the womb 
becomes quite dry, and the child! is ſettled very 


low in — 


Having got out both the . 1 pulled the 


_ reſt of the body to the ſhoulders (with in- 


credible pains) and the head-follow'd at laſt, 
as did alſo the after-burthen; but much torn, 


being ſomewhat putrified, and of a dark green 


colour, :' The navel-ſtring 
putrid; Yo the child was born alive, and ap- 


alſo very 


the 


9 


{ a3 1 

the hardſhips it had endured in * buch, but 
died about half an hour aſter, the renn 
whereof may probably be attributed to the in 
diſpoſition of the after - burthen, whence the 
child receiv'd a corrupted nouriſnment. 
The delivery being thus lifh'd,-I or- 
der'd the mother a mixture of an ounce of oil 
of ſweet almonds, two ounces of ſyrrup of 
maiden-hair, and the juice of three four 
- oranges, a remedy of great efficacy for wo- 
mien lately delivered; but care muſt be taken, 
that within two hours after: its taking, P. 
thing of food be given to the patient, for 
fear of occaſioning a vomiting, which might 
produce a relaxation of the ligaments of the 
womb, The next day I found her without a 
fever, and order'd her a clyſter of the de- 
coction of lettuce, mallows, thhek and violet 
leaves, each a handful, adding to it three 
ounces of honey. The woman did very 
well during her whole lying - in, tho ſhe wa 
no leſs than forty years of age; the lived 
upon very nouriſhing "food, and had daily two 
clyſters apply d of the before · ſaid decoQions, 
with the addition only of an ounce of 3 
on * of n to each 9 meal r e 
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e Aus of ood. 


Anuary wot 1 I wis called out inthe 
morning at four o'clock, to deliver a 
woman in the' ſtreet called Gervais Laurent, 
of our Lady, in the 
riſh of the Holy C This gentlewoman 
ing about eight months wide child, was 
ſeized with a moſt violent flux of blood, 


which having continued for ten or twelve 


«z 


days, ſhe was reduced to a miſerable con- 
dition. Upon ſearch made with my fingers 


(well greaſed) I found the whole vagina or 
paſſage filled with clods of coagulated blood, 
notwithſtanding” which the flux continued. 
As ſoon as I had brought out the clods of 


| bloqd, I convey'd my fingers further into the 


inner orifice of the womb, which I found 


very thin and ſoft, and ſo wide, that I could 
put in three of my fingers foremoſt ; I ſearch'd 
with one finger firſt and found the after-bur- 
then ae and cloſely joined round the in- 
ner orifice of the womb, which was the oc- 
bibo of the exceſſive flux of blood; and as 
it 


—_ 7 b 
it had reduced the woman to a very low co 
dition, ſo this join d to the other eircumſtan- 
ces, made me fear the life both of the woman | 
and child. A. . HIVE 

I defiring therefore the affiſtance of a phy 5 wth, 


chi} Dr. Rendilant was ſent for, who 


the poor patient not in a condition to diſpenſe < 


with many remedies, preſcrib'd her only a mix- 


ture of purſlain- and im- water, three 
dunces each; half a dram of the eonſection of 
hyacinths, without muſk ; prepared pearls, one 


2 pomegranates. This ſtopp'd the flux 


to have her deliver'd, notwithſtanding” the 
great danger that muſt needs attend it; but 
conſidering her death was infallible, unleſs ſhe 


a while, yet not quite; ſo that her weak 
neſs encreaſing every minute, it was reſolved 


ſcruple, mix d with an ounce and a half of the 


was delivered, I went to work; tho' as I laid 


her'croſs the bed, there appear'd\ in her not 
the leaſt ſigns of ſenſe or motion, ſo that 
every wy concluded the would We Wenn N25 
hands. 

However, 1 bound en means to convey 


my hand (well greaſed before) into the inner | 


7 — of the womb,” where I again felt the 


after burthen faſten'd/to it, as I had told Dr. 


Biendiſant before: 1 peel d it off by degrees, 
and brought it out; and then turning my hand 
again in the womb,” the firſt thing I met with, 
was the navel- ſtring, along which 1 guided 


| 5 80 hand firſt to the child's belly, and then 


* 


P 4 downu- 
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"=P A been. obſerved 


11216 1 


downwards to the thigh, and thence. lower 
the leg. nnd.iogt, which I brought out and 
baptiz d. Whilſt I was pulling this foot the 

other follow d, and the whole body after it, 
* before. The 


quite alive, the pariſh prieſt of the 
Holy A b (who had before adminiſtered the 


ſacraments unto the mother) had the oppor» 
tunity of baptizing it, tho' contrary to his and 
all our expectations. Immediately after tho 
delivery, the woman recovering in ſome. mea: 
ſute her ſenſes, Dr. Biendiſant preſcrib'd; her 
the following cordial: of ſuechory and bug · 
loſs water, three ounces each; of the confec- 
—_ alkermes 8 muſk, t a hemp of 
epared ris, one ſcruple 4 * 
9 ounces. — f 
About two hours after the was 9 5 to 
take half a cup full of broth only, for fear of 
over- charging her ſtomach. She was much 
better the next day, yet not without ſome ſymp- 
toms of a fever, againſt which a clyſter was 
ordered, made of the decoction of the cooling 
herbs, with three ounces of hobey. 
| +» The ſecond day after the 'd; 
he recover d again by the uſe of the 
mention d cordial. However ſhe complained 
of a tenſion and pain in her belly (which was 
much ſwell' d) as alſo in her hips, where with 
| the had been affected before her delivery: 
he was alſo afflicted with a violent pain in the 


* * un Prom of all exceſſive 
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fluxes of blood) which continued even after 
her lying-in, with an intermittent fever: the A 
vas alſo troubled with frequent bileous deer 
tions or a looſeneſs, againſt which we preſcribd d! 
her clyſters of the decoction of 'emollient 


herbs, with linked; yet after ſome time "7 "5 xt 


this woman recovered. her health, except that 
three weeks after her lying-in, ſhe loſt the 
fight of one of her eyen by a violent deflu= 
kxion, which by all chert d could be d — _ 
was never removed thence. The canſe:of ths 


diſaſter, I attribute to a-ſhasp, yi 9 
ous humour contained in ti 
being put in motion by the _ 


pain this woman ſuffer d. during 1 
and the anxicty of mind ſhe lay under, Ws 
carried uprrards and ſettled in the head. 
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The Delivery if Twins, one with the Burgorks 


"gs 


tie rr with one Eye foremept 
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(Ecember' Ti "tj: 1679, I was ſent for in 
St. Mederigs- free to a lady of quality, 
the wife of a public miniſter of one of the great- 
eſt princes Germany, then reſiding at Paris. 
He received me very courteouſly ; and when I 
. told him, That I looted upon it as a fingular ho- 
, it" love deſerved fo good an opinion from © 
Bim, as to commit what was deareſt to him in the 
world to my care; He told me, That he thought 
be could not put her in better hands than mine. 
I enquired of the lady, How ſhe felt ber pains ; 
She reply'd, Such as ſbe had never felt before in 
be Wife, being very violent, and having laſted 
already twelve bours ; befdes that, it was the 
firſt time of ber being with child. she was let 
blood once already in the arm, which I re- 
peated with her enden. * 
hben anointing my fingers well with but⸗ 
ters found (upon ſearch) that the membranes 
were broken, and that the water came away; 
but for the reſt, the birth ſtood ſo backwards 
as yet, that 1 could not diſcover any thing 
er. 


further, The midwife being one of the nioſt 
prudent women I knew, I order'd her to ap» 
be the patienra clyſter of half pintf meas 


roth, three ounces of honey, and two ounces 
of oil of ſweet: almonds. This clyſter 3 _— 


ſome little eaſe; yet not ſo, but that the pains 


continued very violent all that night. I did 
not für from her all that time 1 and uponin;ſo, 


cond ſearch at fix o clock in the morning, I 
felt with the extremity of my finger a child 
with the buttocks foremoſt, on the right ſide 
of the neck and inner orifice of the womb; 
and on the left fide I felt one eye. As I was 
ſenfible how difficult a taſk it would prove for 
the head to open its paſſage, as the caſe ſtood, 
I put the hed backwards, for the better con- 


veniency of ſearching. after a foot, which be= 


ing got into my hand, I drew it out and bap- 
tized it; then wrapping a cloth about it, I 
continued to draw towards me, and the . 
leg being bent upon the belly, the hody of 

ho child follow'd in the ſame manner as has 
been often obſerved before. I brought ohe 
after-byrthen by pulling only by the navel- 


ſtring ; but finding ſome part of the membrane 


amnios to be left behind in the neck of the 
womb, whilſt I was looking for it, I felt the 
head of another child (the ſame whoſe eye Thad 


diſcover d before) which came into the world 
in its natural poſition with its after-burthen. _ 


They proved two handſome girls, each having 


its peculiar after-burthen, The child-bed 3 
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Ln 
eamly well, and was Highly ſatis» 
fied with the method I — uſe of 
with women in their lying - in-. I order d her 
tations of the decoction of barley. and cher- 
vil, tho ſhe was not in the leaſt bruiſed during 
her labour, which proved very hard, this be- 
ing the firſt time of her lying- in. Both the 


did extre: 
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We Delivery f 4 Child with its right Arm 
Ebruary 16th, 1680, I was called to a 
woman in labour, living on one fide of 
he bridge of our Lady. She was very young, 
mall of ſtature, of a melancholy conſtitution, 
and this the firſt time of her being with child. 
She had been in labour for ſome time before, 
the whole arm of the child being got already 
| Ee the vagina or pallage, the navel-ſtring 

lying cloſe to it, doubled about the length of a 


* 
. 


pulſe, I judged it time to haſten the deli- 


foot; but feeling Very cold, and without any 
the 
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moſt troubleſome, I thought fit to oblige th 
reader with this alſo, to demonſtrate to the 
world, that this way of proceeding is the e- 
ſieſt both for the woman and man- midwiſe. 
hands with freſh butter, I went to 'work, 
but did not think fit to put the arm back= 
wards, inſtead - whereof I guided my hand 
along it up to the ſhoulder ;' but finding it im- 
poſſible to ſtir it, I convey'd my fingers along 
the child's body (which lay acroſs with che 
head to the right ſide of the womb) and met 
with the other arm, but without meddling 
with it advanced to one fide of the head; 
felt the after-burthen'at the bottom of the 
womb, yet did not meddle with either “ 
them, my bufineſs being to look for the feet. 
At laſt I found one knee intangled in ꝑart of 
the membranes, which I turn d, and at laſt 
reach'd one leg and foot, which I wrapp'd im- 
mediately in a cloth; and whilſt I pulled it to- 
wards me with the right hand, I dilated with 
my left the outward orifice of the womb, and 
then brought the before-mentioned arm back= 
wards, which I heed not to have done, had 
the child been alive; for then the arm draws 
back of courſe, and the foot comes forward; 
and ſo it happen'd in ſome meaſure here, tho 
the child was dead ; the arm going. inward 
gradually, as the foot came out, which being 
all over beſmear'd with the meconium or black 
excre- 


F 22 |. 
_ extrements; L wrappꝰ d it in a freſh cloth, and 
this delivered the child, tho dead, which pro- 
ved a daughter. The after - burthen which I 
brought forth ſoon after, was a French ell, or 
ſive quarters of an Engliſh yard long. Whilſt 
you ate buſied in Bringing away the after-bur- 
then, you muſt admoniſh the woman not to 
force downwards, becauſe it will hinder the 
turning and operation of your hand in the 
womb: Care ought alſo to be taken that every 
tting be quiet, the noiſe of the ſtanders by be- 
Ing prejudicial to the man-midwife as well as 
the woman in labour, who ought to abſtain, 
at that time- eſpecially, from all ſweet-ſcented 
things, which occafion ſometimes very trou- 
bleſome ſymptoms. I order'd our woman to 
be kept from talking, and as quiet as poſſibly 
could be; and for the reſt, gave her ſome eaſy 
remedies, ſuch as were moſt conſiſtent with her 
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. dun, of a Child, Fe Back 9 ahi | 
tans || was bent quite double. : 8 4 


Ebruary 16th, 1681, 1 was called 1 
o'clock in the morning to a gentle woman | 
in St. Mederic's-ſtreet. The midwife telling 
me immediately that the child was not. uc 
turn'd, I deſired her to lay the woman in la- 
bour a- croſs the bed; this {= I convey'd my 
fingers (well greaſed) into the vagina or pal- 
ſage, the better to extend it; I felt with my 
fore-finger the inner orifice of the womb, 
ſuch a bigneſs as to admit a paſſage for. my 
hand to the bottom of the womb, where 1 
found the child bent. double with its back, 
with the two thighs upon the breaſt, and the 
two legs, each on one ſide of the head, which 
was turn'd to the bottom of the womb ; the 
face foremoſt, and the feet backwards. The 
after-burthen adhered to the fide, and the 
nayel-ſtring- was . betwixt the thighs and but- 
tocks. I did not perceive the leaſt ſigns of 
life, but getting hold of one of the feet that 
was next at hand, I pull'd it towards me, but 
ſoon found the womb ſo contracted by the com- 
| 5 | 7 | P . . : ing 


0 
3 
a. * « 
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_ — 1 #24 } 
x away of the water, that I began 
S Grp being able ta turn the child. 
3 prefling along with my 
under the body of the child, firſt to the toes, 
and afterwards to the heel, I drew it to the 
outward orifice of the womb and baptized it, 
tho there were no ſigns of life. This done, 
pulling ſtronger and ſtronger the thigh fol- 
d, as alſo the other * 1 then wrapp'd 
them both in one cloth, and thus wg out 
the child to the ſhonlders, when laying o 4 
right 8 and the left u 
ve breaſt, T iſh'd the delivery. | mnt 
not forget to tell you, That after 7 
and thighs came out, the navel. appear d 
betwixt the buttocks, extended raj ar al 
the back as the fring a lute. This 4 
me to turn the child a little backwards, 
thus bending one leg a llitle, I Jooſen'd de 
pavel-ſtring, which elſe might have been torn 
in pieces, and have proved mortal to the 
child (by the great effuſion of blood) in caſe 
it had been alive, which now ſhew'd not the 
| leaft appearance of it. The - after-burthen 
| follow'd by pullipg only the navel-ftrin ; 
| pod the mother did very well during her 
ing in, complaining only of certain pains in 
the belly, againſt which I order'd a fomenta- 
2 made of the decoction of camomil and 
ilot flowers, of wormwood, motherwort 
and label, to be applied with warm cloths, 


and renew d as often as * cool; by the _ 
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be Delivery r _a«Child with «the "hind: and 
Ha gern! Part ef the Head foremoſt... 2 


APRIL. azd, 1681, I was Cane fa 


ntlewoman.in labour in the Emperor's 
ſtreet. -Upon ſearch I found the inner orifice 

of the womb open, and ſcarce of the 

of the twelfth part of an inch, and mugh/ . 

- tended, which appearing to me as a thing very ' 
extraordinary, I ſearch'd with my finger round 

the whole circuit of this inner orifice, which T 

- found ready to give way, like piece of pateh 
ment after it is well wetted. However; the 
© pains increaſed, the inner orifice. became ſome- 
what thicker,” and its opening of the bigneſß 

of a French crownpigce.; and the membranes 
being now by the reiterated pains forced moſt 
violently into this orifice, they broke, whence 
came forth the water, mix d with a lood Ly and 
chick ſlimy ſubſtan ee. 
I found the 8 and appermoſt part 
of the child's head foremoſt, which having 
n the mother declared) without ang 
40 : motion 


a9"; 


24 
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. we concluded it 


to be dead; beſides that, the mother having 
been very ill for long time before, was re- 
duc'd to ſo weak a condition, as not to be able 


to further the birth. However, the head got 


out, which appear d covered with a greeniſh 
lime; but the ſhoulders being ſtopp'd in the 


inner orifice, 1 pulFd hard by the head, yet 
as gently as I could, for fear of ſeparating the 


Mg head from the trunk of the N which was 


not a little putriſied, as appear'd by the ſkin 
that covered the face and neck. I had at laſt 
$6; ood fortune to. bring it out entire, 

in was peel'd from the belly, which. was 


full of water, ng the navel-ſtring quite putri· 


fied; The after-burthen cloſely adhering to 


the inner orifice of the womb, I was obliged 
to looſen it with my fingers, 


and then — 
it out entire with. its membranes, tho in 


Dede alſo appear id ſome figns of Pore» 
faction. 


„e ler delivery, 


A x 


 _ Gording to ber reckoning ; wherev 


28th of Auguſt, being the 14th day of the 
moon. OM was delivered the 23d 27 April, 
2 


in — nine month. The ſame obſervation. I 
have 1 in divers other women; and a- 


Les fe bad gone eight 83 
the curioſity to enquire from ka day ſhe 
began her reckoning ? ſhe told me from the 


the 16th of the moon; ſo that acco 
computation, ſhe was exactly delivered 
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L 2% 0 
the reſt, in a certain gentlewornan, WW 
very ill, did not cohabit with her huſ⸗ 2»: F 
for ſome time, till being ſomewhat re. 
covered by the country air, and her monthly 
times appearing in due courſe, ſhe cohabited - 
with her huſband in the month of July 1680, 

on the 28th day of the moon, and I delivered 
her the 29th day of March 1681. The: ſame = 
1 have (as I told you) obſerved in many herr 
women, who had according to their ,— 
reckoning no more 1 eight months com- 
pleat and one day; which makes me to be ß 
opinion, that this reckoning ought to be regs 
lated rather _ the courſe of the moon, thn 
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Hh Delivery 1 a Dropfical Woman bis mw” 
"Twins ; one come to its Perfection, the 
© other of betwixt four and five ory cb yu 
e in its membranes. | 
UNE i iſt, 1681, I was lane ris two 
o'clotk in the morning to a dropſical wo- 
man, who reckoned herſelf big with child full 
nine months: as ſhe was ſoecctilef and ſcarce 
able to fetch her breath, I found her confeſſor 
there to take care of her ſoul. It was Mr. 
Hageard, a perſon of known probity, who hav- 
ing given her the extream unction, he as well 
as I, were of opinion, that nothing but an ex- 
traordinary chance could fave the woman's life. 
Hut as at ſo unſeaſonable a time we could not get 
4 phyſician, I felt her pulſe, which beating 
pretty lively, I let her blood, and ſucceeded ſo 
well, that ſhe recover'd her ſpeech, and ſome- 
what of her ſtrength ; ſo that Mr. Hageard 
and I went home. 

But the ſame morning about ſeven o'clock, 
being ſent for again, I found her actually in 
labour, the child with its right buttock fore- 
moſt, which may calily be diſcern'd thro” the 

2 | membranes 


"A 


I 


4 d 


' membrines during the intervals, when the 
ins ceaſe and the membranes flacken, which 
is quite otherwiſe, whilſt they are extended _ 


by the preſſure of the water downwards 4 


within a moment after they broke, and the 


water came away; I convey'd my fingers thro? 
the paſſage along the child's buttock: and leg 


the mother, who was very weak) and bap- 


tizd it. I wrapp 


out any ſigns of putrefaction. 
As I was advancing with my fingers 


encloſed in its peculiar membranes, which pro- 
ved a fœtus of betwixt four and five months, 


and ſo putrefied, that the limbs conldſcarce ' 
- adhere to one another, which "neceſſitated me 
to pull it out by pieces, taking effectual care 
to ſave the mother, as much as poſſibly I could. 
There were two after-burthens, but joined to- 


gether, both very much ſhrunk together and 
hard, like the rind of bacon ; both the navel- 
ſtrings appear d very well, and in their natu- 


ral ſtations. It ſeems ſurprizing, that one of 


theſe children ſnould be perfect and entire, 


come to its maturity without the leaſt putre- 
faction, and the other in ſuch a putrefy d con- 


dition, as we have deſcribed it; perhaps it died 
G; WOES i betwixt 


” 
7 


thro 
the paſſage to look for the. after-burthen, I © 
perceived there was a ſecond child behind, 


to the foot, which I drew out gently (to ſpare 2 


d it up in fine linen cloth, _ &RVM 
and as I pulled towards me the other leg fol=  _ 
low'd, and the woman was deliver'd of a per- 

fect well-ſhap'd daughter, but dead, tho with- . 


T 2301 | 
l te faith Gl evils and pror- 


__ \ ed the cauſe of the dropſy in the mother. 


And tho' each of theſe two children remained 


all the while in their peculiar membranes and 


Water, and had its peculiar after - burthen, 
without any communication with one another, 


. yet it ſeems hard to be conceived, how in the 


with ſome ſy yrrup of maiden hair, which I 


ſame concavity, ſuch as the womb is, there 
ſhould be contained at once two' children, and 
_ of them to appear ſound and perfect in all 
rts (tho dead) and the other quite putri- 
I will leave the full deciſion of this pro- 

blein wy yſicians; yet if I may be per- 


mitted to tell my opinion, I look upon this 


preſervation of «Py? dead child like what we 
ſee in dead bodies under water, which, unleſs 


1 they are expoſed to the air, will remain there 


uncorrupted a great while. Add to this, that 
the child remains in its proper natural water 
and place it has had its beginning in and ſub- 
Nance, and conſequently is not expoſed to __ 
thing heterogeneous to its nature, 
But to return to our obſervation : the 'wo- 
man being deliver'd, expected every minute 
would be her laſt; but the flooding proving 
very kind and natural, ſhe mended a-pace. I 
gave her immediately the; juice of ſour oranges 


ſeldom fail to give to ſuch child-bed' women, 
as are under my care, if the ſame is to be had at 
all. The next morning ſhe had an emollient 
and diſſolvent clyſter apply d to er, and another 

at 


[7 1 „ 


== but without bonds... „e Was 
repeated the following. day;://being, Tueſday, 


when ſhe felt, — — would eat 7 ; 


bread ; and meat broths; hay, meat itſelf, in 
ſpite of all our perſuaſions to the * 
To tell my opinion in this caſe; A 


toms of a fever ) may eat immediately after ber 

livery, as well as. — beaſts do (be it 7 — with. 
out e ) as ſheep and ſuch like, aubo re- 
turn immediately to their natural paſture; I fee. 
no wg why a woman, who is a rational ani- 
mal, ſhould not in the ſame manner make uſe im- 


ted far that purpoſe. And for my part, I free» 
ly confeſs, I never did deny. thoſe under my 
care the uſe of a little ſolid meat (unleſy they 
were feveriſn) and I never obſerv d any incon- 
veniency in it, till the time the milk begins to 
ſtir, when I order them for. three days to ah- 
ſtain from ſolid meats, and to. feed upon broth = 
and, eggs. 15 
. Weineſday aud Tharſday ſhe had the 
Fwy clyſters as before. On the Sunday ſhe 
muſt needs eat ſome ſtrawberries, tho we op- 
2 it, and her legs continued much ſwell' d. 
onday ſhe had a —— again of the before- 
mention d decoction, with three ounces of 
honey. Every morning and night ſhe) uſed a 
fomentation of the decoction of barley and 
cher vil. The * following . ſengt 


for 


— 


lately delivered (provided there appear. no 22 © 


mediately of ſuch a proper diet as God bas alla. 


L 232 ] 
8 noted? phyſicians, Dr. Creſſe and Dr. 
2 Cheſne, who, tho' they could prevail upon 
her no more than we, to abſtain from ſolid 
"meats, yet at laſt cured her totally of the 
dropſy. They. were much — at man 
| had _— 1 aud ng — en; 


e 


%, 
— 
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The Delivery fir: Child. with the whole Arm 
© banging out _"—_ vr wood _y black: on 
— Parry d. 


UNE 8th, x66, 1 1 was OR for ne- 
tle woman, living in the iſle- of our Lady, 
in n the ſtreet of Deuxpont, in St. Lewis's pariſh. 
J found her in ſo deplorable a condition, that I 
muſt confeſs in all my practiee for thirty years 
laſt paſt, I ſcarce ever met with one worſe. 
than this; and for this reaſon it is, that I 
thought fit to inſert this obſervation, tho' I 
have treated upon the ſame ſubject before; this 
_ highly en for the n of the 
ca . 
The midwife als: me; - That. 54, Thar 
were broken, and the water come away ever fince 
tuo o cloct after dinner, which was eight beurs 
before my coming, it being then ten at night; * | 
25 1 7 4h. . 3 


Lass _ 
o ſoon as ſhe had found the:child not well tum d, 
Jhe bad defired further aſßſtance, 74 

woman's relations had delay d it till now. Upon 

ſearch made, I — the danger and 
difficulty that would attend both the woman 


and me in this delivery, for the child was 


dead and much putrefy d, and one arm quite 
black hanging out of the womh; and what 
render? d the caſe much worſe, both to her and 
myſelf, was, that the paſſage was much in- 
flam d and ſwell'd, which made me judge, that 
ſomebody had been at work there before, and 
I was confirm d in my opinion, when the mid - 
wife would not directly anſwer me upon that 
om when I aſked her, but remained ſilent. 
nderſtood after wards, that they had employ- 
ed a certain man-mid wife, ho, after having 
for ſeven hours tried, all his art 1 in. m A her | 
in the lurch. 
Tho' as I told you — be pe age ws | 
much inflam'd and ſwell'd,*and a arm very 
black, yet being reſolved to go thro with the 
work, to endeavour the delivery of a poor 
woman, almoſt ſeiz d with the pangs of death, 
I endeavour d to convey my fingers (well grea- 
ſed with butter) into the vagina or paſſage, but 
found it impracticable, without hurting them, 
the whole circumference being ſwell'd (at leaſt) 
half an inch round, and the womb itſelf -cloſed 
up and hard, as if there were not the leaſt 
appearance of a child, feeling almoſt like the 
exterior bark of a tree. At * 
8 N * 


* 


__ hard fortune; but being 


1 4 1 
pains and difficulty, I * | 
into the womb ; but were 
ſeiz d with ſuch a benumbednels, 
that I was forc'd to draw them back; and when 
I attempted the ſame a ſecond time, I was again 
forced to deſiſt for the ſame reaſon, which vex d 
me to the ſoul, and made me complain of my 
reſolutely bent to 
leave nothing unattempted, I reſolved to deli 
ver the woman by whatever means I mi 
poſſibiy encompaſs it; and for want of beiter 
advice, I was forc'd to make uſe of my own; I 
pull'd by the arm, which thereby was ſepara- 
ted from the body, yet without the leaſt hurt to 
the mother, and without any other inſtrument 
but my bare hand. I pull'd out the arm in 
hopes now to get more room to convey my ſin- 
gers into the womb, which I did, but being 

ſeized with the ſame benumbedneſs in my hand, 

I was forc'd to deſiſt a third time. I muſt tell 
you upon this occaſion, that tho” I was forced 
to ſeparate the arm, I would not adviſe you to 
follow the ſame method, which I did not ap- 
prove of, the true way being to bring in one's 
fingers and hand into the womb, to ſeparate the 
feet, and thus to draw out the child, without 
which it is impoſſible to bring out the child, 
| Without hurting the woman, or making uſe of 
inſtruments,” never to be apply d, but 
in caſes of the greateſt neceſſity. e 
Being recovered a little from my wearineſ l 

; went to work — and convey'd — 
well 


ny. 4 
immedi 


2 
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(well e with butter) into the aides but | 
3 made me o 
ſtop a little, till at laſt gettin 


g my hand ages 
to the bottom of the womb, I A Og io 2 


feet, but met only with the head and neck ly. 
ing on one fide of the womb, and turning m 
hand to the other ſide, could feel nothing but 
the other arm, till at laſt I found out one knee 


among the membranes of the after - burthen; 1 


uſed all poſfible endeavours to draw it with my 
(bent in the ſhape of a hook) —— 
me, * by the cloſing of the inner orifice of 
the womb ## vac my hand, the ſame was once 
more affected with fuch a benumbedneſs and 
pain, that not being in a condition to do its 
office, I was forced in draw is au 
3 habeas once more recover 4-4 | 
— I brought my hand into the womb 
again, and conducting my fingers along one of 
the child's legs, I took hold of th the foot, which L 
drew out very gently, for fear of tearing. it off 
from the child's body, in which caſe 1 Jhould 
have been at a loſs for the-other, which ſuc- 
ceeded according to expectation; ſo that hav» 
ing wrapp'd them both in a cloth, I pull'd out 
the buttocks and remaining part of the bodyx 
to the ſhoulders, which I alſo brought out, 
leaving only the arm in the body, to ſerve me 
for a guide to the head ; but it broke from 
the trunk of the body, as the other had done; 
_ when I was pulling the head out, it fie 


1 36 1 

Ajoin'd from the neck, it being not in my 
power to prevent it. I got two of my fingers 
into the child's mouth; but the * ory 
breaking, I was fore d to let go my hold; and 
not being able to get my fingers either into che 
eyes or cars, I was neceſſitated to have recourſe. 
to the laſt remedy, vis the hook. I con- 
vey'd my left hand "fiſt into the neck, and 
Wwe. to the bottom of the womb, to ſerve. 
as a guide to the hook, which was fix d in 
one of the jaw- bones; but as I begun to pull, 
the bone — broke, or the hook ſlipt out. 
This made me to bring my fingers again into 
the womb, to fetch out the ſplinters of the 
bones. I found the brains coming out of the 

but not being able to reach the remain - 
part of the head with my fingers, 1 was 
forcd to pull it out with the hook; but as 
the bones of this part of the head were as 
ſharp-edged as a knife, and as pointed as 
needles, they tore a ſmall piece of the inner 
orifice of the womb, of the bigneſs of the ſixth 
part of an inch. I am ſenſible it will be ob- 
J ected, That I ought to have taken care againſt it; 
unto which I anſwer, That in ſuch caſes one is 
not always in a condition to do what one would, 
but only as well as one can. _ | 
But this ſkinny piece adbering Ai at one 
end to the womb, I confidered with myſelf, 
whether I had beſt cut it off or not: if I did not, 
T had reaſon to fear an inflammation, or dange- 


£0 Tous A and perhaps a gangrene- in the 
cir- 


- - nw 


circumjacent parts; whereas if I cut it off, it 


was likely to turn to a ſuppuration, which 
would much abate the ſymptoms, and procure 


a healing; ſo I thought fit to cut it off, and the 
ſucceſs was altogether anſwerable to my ex- 


pectation. For leaving her for that night to 


the management of the midwife and nurſe, 1 
found her pretty well the next day, only that 
her privities were ſome what ſwellfd; ſo L or- 
der'd them to be fomented, or bathed with a 


decoction of barley and chervil, which remo- 
ved the tumour: for the reſt, I order'd her, 
4 1 3 do with other child- bed wo- 
I was ſomewhat ſuſpicious, that the 
— of the inner orifice might occaſion a bar 


renneſs in her, but the contrary has appear d, 


ſhe having been deliver d of ſeveral — 
ſince. She kept her bed only fourteen days, 


and had every day applied to her two emollient 
clyſters, according to our „ in _ 
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OEpicmiber FIPS 1688, Jus fect ſrt cp 
the dead body of a certain woman 
> Beau- ſtreet, near St. Germains the Elder. 1 
found no outward imperſection on her body, 
a ſwelling,” or prominency of the | 
— a white loaf ee e * dhe 
navel; an evident ſign, that ſhe — been af- 
1 rupture fromthe” or K 
des. 13 | 
I aſked how long ſho l after lo. Surg, 
and Was told, about two hours ; that it was ber 
firſt child ; that ſhe had been in hard labour tao 1 
days, but was t laft ſafely deliver d, and the 
after- burtben follow d without the leaſt violence; 
which laſt I could not well apprehend, for if 
ſo, the womb could not have been thus in- 
verted from its natural poſition. Tis true, 
they ſhew'd me the aſter- burthen entire; but 
notwſibſtinding this, it is certain, that it did 
- Nick to the womb, which follow'd the af- 


ter-burthen as the midwife pull'd by the Xx 
0 2 vel- 


a= 
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pounds, near the 
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vel- ſtring, and thus occaſioned: this en. _ 
before 4 aſter- burthen was looſened. Ihe 4 a 7 
mid wife finding the woman ready to fannt 
away, and upon r feeling * ſhe did i 2 
not well underſtand, ſhe deſited the — _ 
of a man- midwife, who. being ſent for, did all —_— 
he could to reduce the womb- into its natu- 
ral tation 3, but finding all his endeavours in 
vain, told the woman /be ſhould. — Arle - 
ſoul; and being aſk'd when, . anſwer d, im- 
__ heals ſhe was a dead woman. 

poor patient ſurprized (as may be eaſiiy 

0 at ſo; unexpected and abrupt an an- 
wer, (eſpecially — but a little before ſhe 
had 300 d het out of danger, and found gn 
no other inconveniency but ſome vomiting} _ 
was ſo dejected $46.4 that ſhe had ſcarce —- 
time to. confels before ſhe expir'd, as I have 
. inform d * n perions Wenn . _- 
Co) 27) n 1 

Ha es d the dead body body, making two. inci ,- 2 

ons t the two collar-bones, down: be 8 
breaſt-bone. to the os ſacrum; and then ano. 
ther inciſion croſs the nayel, from one ide 
of the hips to the other, ſeparating the. exte- 8 
rior. membranes, the muſcles of the. inferior 
belly and the paunch. All the parts of the 
inferior concavity appear d natural, except 
that the ſtomach was ſome what extended with 
awd. HI: of OO END 
| e privy parts appear d ver 
eue, * N ds e or ee * If 
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the neck of the womb was bruiſed about the 
beach of two inches in its inferior part, a 
.. thing that frequently happens in the delivery 
of Ger firſt child. I convey'd my fingers 
Within the orifice of the womb, where, on 
mme extremity of the neck, I felt a ſoft body 
or ſubſtance, which I conjectut d to be the in- 
terior ſide of the bottom of the womb. The 
pPaladder was without urine, and yet much ex- 
FF, © tended.” But to convince the ſtanders by of 
_ the true cauſe of the death of this woman, 


and by what means ſhe might have been pre- 
ſerved I brought my fingers into the entrance 
of the neck of the womb, where, in the 
midſt, I found a ſolid round ſubſtance. of the 
big neſs of a white loaf. of two pounds, repre- 
— the crown of a hat turn'd the in- 
ide outward. I reduc'd this inverted: bottom 
of the womb into its natural poſition with 
the circumjacent parts, and then ſhew'd the 
natural poſition of the interior orifice of the 
womb, which 1 took with all its parts out of 
the body, and putting the ſame upon a clean 
cloth, I repreſented its true paſition to the 
ſpectators, as alſo the privy parts, the labia, 
 wethra, neck or entrance into the womb, 
Ce. the laſt of which being diſſected on one 
= fide (for fear of hurting rey bladder) we per- 
 '  ceiv'd an inflammation there, occaſion d per- 
has by the forcing of the child thro! it, with- 
out any blame of the midwife. I plainly 
Ef. om: the er Where mY: FR had wo, 
turn' 


3 [ {£5 I MM. 
turn'd the infide outward, and how far it 
had been borne down into the neck of the 
womb. : Be £61 


The next being the diſſection of the bladder, 


we found the ſame very natural, except that it 
was much diſtended, which perhaps might be 
the cauſe of the vomiting of this woman, by 


reaſon of the communication of the neryes _ 


betwixt the bladder, ſtomach and brain. The 
next thing I did, was to take an exact view of 
all and every part of the interior orifice of 
the womb, the better to ſatisfy my curioſity 
as to what has been ſaid in our 75th ob- 


ſervation, concerning the bearing down of 
this orifice and its membranous ſubſtance; it 


being certain, that there is ſometimes to be 


found round about it a certain membranous _ 


circumference of the breadth of the ſixth part 
of an inch, tho' not in all women, which 
ought to be well obſerv d by men-midwives 
bin. midwives, who ſometimes miſtaking this 


membranous circumference for ſome remnants 


of the membranes belonging to the after-bur- 
then, tear them off, and thereby occaſion, not 
only exceſſive pains, but alſo death itſelf to 
the woman, or at leaſt a dangerous flux of 


blood or barrenneſs, the womb not being 


able to retain the ſeed after injection. 


I found the circumference in this woman of 


the breadth of a ſixth part of an inch of a 
cheſtnut colour in its circuit ; we open'd it 
and the whole womb, which was half an inch 

| =: 1 
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thick, and bright, except in that place where 
the after-burthen had Pen joined to it; it 
was alſo very entire: tis true, we found with- 
in it part of the membranes of the after-bur- 
then adhering to one fide, of the bigneſs of 
two palms of a hand, which I eaſily ſeparated! 
it being like a very thin leather. This could 
e no inconveniency to the woman, as 
ad been obſery'd before. The womb was 
_ thicker on that part where the after-burthen 
had been annexed to it (and from whence allo - 
the child receives its nopriſhment) than in any 
ay & for prop! 
;" is ma rye as a warning for people 

- pitch'u foam fd and experienced: Me mid. 
wives or midwives: for, in caſe this inverted 
- womb had immediately been reduc'd to its 
7205 ſtation, they had ſaved t the woman's 
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OssERVvAT ION LXXVII. _ 
The Delivery of a Child with the Tad and 5 


Ne, on: ON 


ntlewoman in labour, living in the 


la Chauveracrie, who having but a few pains, 


I gueſſed her travail not to be very near * 


yet. Upon ſearch I could not diſcover any 
part of the child. About two hours after 
the pains encreaſed, but rather forward to the 
belly than backward to the hips. I ſearch'd 
her again, and finding there was now ſome. 
hopes of an approaching labour, I ordered 
her to be laid upon the bed, and upon ſearch 
7 part of the child, which being very ſoſt, 

could not diſtinguiſh what it was at that 
time; but after another ſtrong pain, I found it 


to be the yard and cod of the child. I con- : 


vey'd my fingers along the thigh, which did lie 


in the hindermoſt part of the womb with the 


knees bent, and taking hold of one foot, 
drew it to the orifice and baptized it, and 
then brought it out in the fame manner as 
has been mentioned before in the obſervations. 
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Ovember iſt,” 1681, I Was ſent for to a 5 


e 
ſtreet of St. Dennis, oppoſite to the ſtreet de 
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It proved a luſty boy, who did very well; 
and the mother had a very good lying · in, uſing 
no other remedies but ſuch as I commonly 
give to women in child-bed, as cooling and 
emollient clyſters ; and for her diet, ſolid and 
digeſtible meats, which I always allow of, 
provided there be no ſigns of a fever. 


CCC 
OssERVATI on LXXVIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman of Quality of a 
Fetus, not above four and a half Months 
old, the Head remaining in the Womb, 
and was not brought thence together ' with 
the After-burthen, but with great Diffi- 

culty. | pe, | 


FAYCTOBER 17th, 1682, I was ſent for to 

a lady of quality, in the ſtreet of St. Eu- 
ſtache, being afflicted with a violent flux of 
| Blood, I enquired after the reaſon, unto which 
ſhe anſwer'd, That ſhe was four months and a half 
with child, but could give no reaſon for this flux, 
ſhe having been very careful not to ftrain herſelf, 
or to commit any other error that could occaſion 
it. I enquired further into the circumſtances 
that attended her fickneſs ; ſhe told me, That 


as often as the flux was ready to appear, ſhe 
: N Per. 
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uv before- band a pain in the right fide of 
her hips, and thence downwards along the kid. 
neys to the bladder ; and that after ſhe bad felt 3 
this pain, ſhe . neuer miſs'd of evacuating only I 
ve or fix drops of blood, which being follow d ⁊ ͤ 
within five or fix days after by a violent flux 
of blood, had cauſed ber ſeveral times to miſ- - 

in which I bad the bonour to be aſſiſtant 
2 ber divers times before. | | 
Dr. Moreau had left nothing unattempted | 
both before and after her being with child, 
that might conduce for the preſervation of 
this Fœtus, and to prevent a miſcarriage. / 
But notwithſtanding all his care ſhe had ano- 
ther rel aple, and therefore deſired m y aflif- | 
tance... | | 
I defied. her to be let blood, and ia a 
phyſician might be called. Dr. Puylon, a learn- 
ed phyſician of the faculty of Paris, being 
ſent for accordingly, not only approv 'd of 
what I had done, but: alſo order'd a fecond 
| phlebotomy to allay her pain in the belly, 
which continued as yet. The ſame was by this 
ſecond letting of blood appeaſed for ſome days; 
but returning with greater violence than be- 
fore, about two o'clock in the night, I was 
ſent for in a coach, for the more ſpeed's ſake, 
and upon ſearch found one hand of the fce- 
tus. In the mean while the violence of the 
flux increaſed, and her ſtrength decreaſing in 
roportion, ſhe preſſed hard to be delivered. 
I told her, it was @ nice point, and involved in 
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= - great Difficulties, becauſe a fetus of that age un 
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not to be turned fo well as a perfect child; but (he 


being urgent for a quick delivery, and her hus- 


band feconding her requeſt,” I reſolv'd to begin 
the work, without any further delay, there 
being but little probability to prevail with Dr. 
Puylon to come at that time of the night. 
Having therefore well greaſed my fingers, 
I convey'd into the inner orifice of the womb, 
which I found open'd of about the bigneſs of 
a French croww piece, and ſo foft, as to give 
way with eaſe to the motion of my fingers, 
which. I ſpread by degrees and brought into the 
womb, where taking hold of the feet, 1 drew 
them towards me, but as ill fortune would 
have it, the head remaining within the womb, 
IJ was forced to bring it out, tho not without 
great difficulty, by putting my fingers into 
the mouth. But the after. burthen not follow - 
ing, I would willingly have ſtaid for the com- 
ing of Dr. Puylon, but the time and occaſion 
being too precious, I was forced to proceed; 
for in caſe I had drawn. out my hand, I could 
not poſſibly have brought it in again, or at 
leaſt not without cauſing exceſſive pain to the 
80 J endeavour'd to peel off the after-bur- 
then with the tops of my fingers, but could 
effect it only by ſmall pieces; ſo the patient 
herſelf aſſiſted me courageouſly, by ſtraining 
her belly with her hands downwards, whilſt 
mine were employ d in the neck, and Within 
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the womb itſelf; ſo that at laſt 1 got 1 8 nm 


away. Dr. Sch coming in the mornin 
being inform d what was paſſed, ſpoke 11555 ghly 
in Seen deen of this dender and took 


ſuch effeQual care, that the patient felt bot 


the leaſt ſymptoms of a fever. He preſerib d 


her only good nouriſhing diet, and the 
uice © a fourth 


part of a ſour orange in 
a cup of broth, beſides two clyſters every 


he tub, or child, was tolls months and 
a | Half old, The woman did eat ſolig meats, 
the ſecond day, and was very well after it. 


Hence it is evident, how erroneous is the vul- 


800 opinion among the women, that the leaſt 
rt with the nail proves mortal to a wo- 
man in child- bed; it being impoſſible that 
ſuch a delivery as this could be perform d 
without it, leſs or more. The chief cauſe of 
the death of ſo many child-bed women is 
to be attributed rather to the ill habit of 
their bodies, or ſome defluxions upon the 


breaſt. 1 have frequently met with women 


in child-bed i in our hoſpitals of Paris, whoſe 


bodies Pg. © n'd after their death, the 
Oun 


lungs were 


to be putrefy d. The fame 


may be ſaid of the turning of the milk, and 


he ſtoppage of the flooding. occafioned after 


by melancholy, or ſweet-ſcented things, the - 
liſt whereof cauſeth ſometimes. fits and faint- 


mgs, which I have ſeen to laſt twenty-four 


hours. I remember a certain gentle woman 
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in St. Mederic's-ftreet, who being recovered 
out of ſuch a ſwooning fit by phlebotomy, 
repeated ſeveral times by Mr. Bouclier my 
brother ſurgeon, remembered every thing that 
had . This diſaſter was pl by 


the 
The fame may be ſaid of melancholy. I 
knew a gentlewoman, the wife of a merchant 
near St. Paul's church, who, out of melan- 
choly (perhaps alſo the milk might have a 
ſhare in the matter) broke out into no leſs 
than nine ulcers, on her arms, thighs and 
legs. Dr. Dicakivoy, at preſent deacon of 
the faculty of Paris, managed the matter ſo 
well, that after eight phlebotomies, and the 
1 of the ulcers (out of each of which 
iſſued forth three or four ounces of well con- 
cocted purulent matter) the woman recover d 
her health. And here I can't paſs by in 
ſilence, what happen'd to me upon this occa- 
ſion, being a moſt remarkable, and ſcarce cre- 
dible accident. The doctor and I coming one 
day to open one of theſe ulcers in her arm, 
which contained betwixt three and four ounces 
of purulent matter, and the patient refu- 
ſing poſitively to permit me, the doctor 
thek fit to have it delayed till the next 
day; when both returning to perform the 
intended opening, we ſtood amaz d, to ſee 
that the ulcer was vaniſh'd, without leaving 
behind it the leaſt ſigns of any e 
1 „„ ns. 


igh- 


ong ſcent of a perfumer-her next 
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But we were no leſs ſurpriz d with what we 
ſaw immediately after : for as I was employ d 


to remove a plaiſter from one of the ulcers of 
the other arm, which was cloſing up the day 


before, and had not emited any purulent 


matter in eight days, above four ounces of 
vell concocted purulent matter iſſued thence 
with much violence; a convincing inſtance, 
that nature has certain hidden channels not 
diſcoverable by our eyes. 


The ſame may be ſaid of turning, or * 


motion of the milk in women in child- bed, 


who, from the ſecond to the fifth day, are 


commonly ſeiz d with a fever; and in 9 4 


days the breaſts increaſe remarkably, till che 
milk turning back to the womb, rey it- 


ſelf there with the flooding, tho' the ways 


thro which it is convey d, are not diſcerni- 
ble to our eyes. Mr, Briſet and I have in our 
hoſpitals of Paris open'd a good number of 
dead bodies of child: bed women, but could 


never as yet diſcover any paſſage when 


the milk might paſs to the womb. I be 

lieye this to be as inveſtigable as the true 8 
why ſome women are troubled with the af- 
8 81 and others not; and what is more 


ſtrange, many women, who neyer were ſen⸗ 


fible of theſe after-pains in their firſt lying-, 
in, are afflicted with then ever after to a 
high degree. 1 commonly give to women 
in this condition five ounces of the water of 
the pellitory of the wall, two ounces of ſyruß 
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of niaiden · hair, mix d with the jel of tw 
dur oranges ; but this muſt not be giveh t 
after the delivery. The water opens, the fyr- 
ruß and orange juice promotes the W 


| and in bu removes the after- paint. 
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. Delivery a Gentlewoman ſeized with 

violent line of Blood in the Seventh 
hor Month after her Bigneſs, aud afterwards 
et. br the 200 Kh * * 
1 W. 
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in the afternoon to a genitlewoman i in la- 
br,” in the ſtreet of Bourdonnois, ſeiz d with 
al. wot" violent flux of blood, after a colic. 
Upon enquiry, ' Tfound, that being ſeiz'd with 
foach ET Aux in her ſeventh month, attend- 
eck with a fever, the had heen very Well cured 
by Ot. 8 Faber and Monguireau, who let 
ne wr ht titties, and order'd ſeveral 
d clyſters. Towards the end of her. 
kth month being ſkizd With another. it of 
the 77 which ans all. night, the 
ſame wat at laſt appeaſed b tlie uſe of a cly- 
lber. But being owe e fame © afternoon, 
about 


15 8 FOR 768), 1 was Fae the { about calg 


1 2 I 


about four o'clock, by a flux of blood; I s 


ſent for. Afﬀter phlebotomy in the right arm, 
J order d the following plaiſter to be N 
to the region of the hips. 

Take Bole- armoniac one ounce, of Dragon” 8 
blood half an ounce, of gips (ſuch as the plai- 
ſterers uſe) one ounce, make it up into a plai- 
ſter with the white of an egg, ſome” "vinegar 
and water.. 

This ſomewhat allay'd the. flux; ; but the | 
ſame returning within an hour, ſo as to put 
the patient into a ſwoon, 1 ſearch'd her, and ; 
finding the inner orifice open'd to the | bigneſs 
of a French half- crown, I felt within a certain 
ſoft ſubſtance, which proving the after-bur-- 
then, I conjectur'd it to be faſtened to the orifice. 
The caſe being thus involv'd in no ſmall dif- 
ficultics,- I requir'd the advice of a good phy- 
fieian (as one ought to do in ſuch caſes, to 
ſave one's reputation) and Dr. Long; a noted 

hyſician of the faculty of Paris, being ſent for, 
declared her to be ſo weak, that ſhe muſt 
infallibly die, unleſs ſhe were ſpeedilyideli ver- 
ed. He preſcrib'd her only à cordial of the 
confection of hyacinths, of precip and the 
ſyrrup of pomegranates. 

He was no ſooner gone, but the patient fll- 
ing again into a ſwoon; occaſioned: by the: 
loſs of blood, which continued ſtill, we were 
fore d to hold burning paper, and burning 
feathers of partridges before her noſe, to ſtop 
the vapours, which aroſe * into her hank 


'T 


EE oF 
"Adonda: the beſt effect from the ſmoak af. a. 
burnt nutmeg, held to her noſe. 

_ Whilſt ſhe was receiving the . 
Dr. Lalier and Faber came along with Mr. Bou- 
clet, a famous man-midwife, to ſee her, who 
judg'd her incapable of taking any. remedies, / 
except a little nouriſhment. They aſked me 
my j ns. 1 told them, That. ſhe muſt be 
deliver d ſpe AA they being of opinion, 


" That we — further patience, they left 
me with the patient, ron falling again into a 
ſwoon, we expected every moment her death. 


Hereupon I defired her huſband to fetch 
another doctor, in whoſe preſence I might 

undertake her delivery, unto which I was moſt 
earneſtly rd by the mother of the patient, 
ho cry d, That fince according to the judgment 
of the 1 ſhe muſt infallibly die, unleſs: 
/he were deliver'd,. I ſhould attempt it to ſave; 
her life, fene Fe thear: Ry to 
the contrary. . 
By this time her buſband . come Io: 
With another doctor, that belong d to the fa- 
culty, and a man of great practice; he ſeeing 
that the woman was ready to expire, and 

that her mother and huſband urg d her de- 
livery, he conſented to the ſame, tho' there 
were no figns-of a labour, ſhe complaining! 
only of a hurning pain about the heart, which 
ſhe ſhewed us with her hand, being al- 
moſt quite out of her ſenſes, and ſcarce. 
** to — Purſuant to our teſolution I. 
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convey un bana (well greaſed) into th © 


neck of the womb, where I found the inner 
orifice to the bigneſs of a French crown- piece, 


burthen faſtened quite round the circumference 


of the orifice ; but being ſeparated gently” 


with my finger, I brought all my. 


gers 
and the hand to the bottom of the womb, 
whereunto I had open'd my way, by ſpreading 


my fingers, and entering gradually, to cauſe as 


little pain as poſſibly I could to the woman. | 


I fay, as little, for it is impoſſible it ſhould be 


done quite without, tho moſt women in this 


condition are not ſenſible of it; or if they 


are, have not ſtrength to complain, occaſion- 
ed by the great loſs of blood and ſpirits. As 
my fingers were entering the womb, it feilt 


no otherwiſe than a bladder, and coming with- 


in it, Topen'd the membranes, and feeling the” 
child ſtil ſwimming in its water, this gave me 


a good opportunity to get the feet, and to ac- 


compliſh the delivery of the child, which 


however had been dead ſome time before. 


Immediately after the mother recover d ſome- 
what of her ſwoonings, and the burning heat 
about the heart ceaſed, owing perhaps their 
origin to the vapours riſen out of the womb, 
which I leave to the determination of the 
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It is obſervable, that in all deliveries, that 
part which appears firſt comes forth laſt; theſe | 


are 


and in a condition to admit of a further di- | 
latation with my fingen. I felt the after. 
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Which firſt preſent themſelves before the inner 
orifice of the womb, being forced thither by 
the pains, and the water contained within 
them. After the breaking of. theſe mem 
branes, follows the head or any other part of 
the child ; after that the womb. cake or aſter- 
buthen, and at laſt the two membranes. In 
ſome women the membrane anmias is ſepata - 


tied from the charien, as it was in this wo- 


man, the ammnias encloſiog the navel-ſtring, 


and the cordon the after-burthen; ſometimes 


there remains part of the ammios adbering to 
he inſide of the womb, which by reaſon of 
its thin ſubſtance is not to be ſeparated thence 
without danger, but is commonly brought 
away with the flooding, without any further 
| Inconveniency. i e 
I brought forth the after-burthen, which 
appear d very ſound, tho' ſomewhat dry, which 
ag well as the death of the child was by the 
daoctots attributed to the vaſt loſs of blood of 
the mother. MZ SH e ns." 
When I reflect upon this caſe, I can't but 
pity a great many women, who are loſt for 
want of timely belp, upon ſuch occaſions. 
I ſtaid with our patient till midnight, when 
leaving her to the care of her mother and 
nurſe, I charg'd them not to give her! above 
two ſpoonfuls of food at a time, ſometimes _ 
of broth, ſometimes: of jelly of meats, and 
. | ſometimes a ſpoonful of wine, for my by 
; taking 


BE. 3 
taking too much at once, ſhe might be 
ding of being ſuffe e a 1 Rabe LY 
L to have 0 in 45 N * 
J thought not fit i 9 955 Y in filence, £ 
ſerve as 4 warnin ch as MY d womer 


© 7 as " 4 


in child-bed, to 9 how. they 4 3 


rr food to toſs under their card, let 5 om 
be never fo weak, the excels thereaf be ing of | 


mortal conſequence. 4 
The next day ſhe purſued the ſame courſe, 


p finding now no other inconveniency but her 9 8 


want of 1 her flooding w very mo- 
gerate, and ſo was the motion of the mik 


betwirt the fourth and fifth day; and as 4 | 


began to abate, her left foot 158 LP to ſwe 


from the ſixth till the ninth day, when the 


leg alſo began to ſwell, and at laſt the thigh, 
attended with moſt violent pains. 


We preſcrib d her an ointment made of 


oil of camomil and of ſweet almonds, up- 5 


on which we laid a poultice made of ne 


e emollient herbs, as the mallows, althea, 


5 5 leaves and the roots of white lillies 


cuiſed. About the eh day the pain w 
| ſhifted to the right thigh, leg and 
doctors aſk'd 155 Whether there. m 


10 12 in the womb; 1 told {ung x 7 
and ſearching the exterior pa I found, 


ſomething abated in the affected 5 Th 1 2 | 


5 crumbs of white bread, . the yolks: 0 _ 
s and ſome ſaffron, adding to it Te” = - 5 


* a \ goop Wc wich 1 The, to ih | 


= 
3 


the ſafety 
body would 


God and yon 


t 1 
That according 2 
WT ing might owe 3 4 5 to 


Sab n 
on, this 


the.  phlegmatic bumour that. abounded in the 


Blood, cauſed by the late great loſs of blood 


by Mr.. Janſton, a noted apothecary, per- 
form'd | 8 


eighteenth day after her delivery. 
purge being follow'd immediately after by 
a ſmall looſeneſs, and a ftrong evacuation 


* "thro the urinal veſſels, the ſwelling abat- 


ed, and the was reſtored to her former 
health. 


This 0 flux of blood may ſerve as 


an inſtance to men- mid wives, that, as they 


ought to proceed with circurnſpe&tion in 
5 caſes, they niuſt not be faint-heart- 
ed, and not prefer their reputation before 
of the life of a woman. 
this been a 2 of note, perhaps no 
ve ventur d upon this ope- 

tion,” as I did. But I fay again, in ſuch 
caſes''you bought 


ove Baru” dep : To God, who muſt needs 


be highly diſpleaſed with ſuch a neglect: 


to our neighbour, who ought not to be 
left deſtitute in ſuch preſſing emergencies, 


in which many times a poor woman 
's 0 


4 ſpirits. Accordingly they -preſcribed di- 
pere Temedics (ſuch as have been mention- 
ed already before) which being prepar d 


operation ſo ſucceſsfu Hy. that 
the patient was able to bear à purge the 


1, 
Had 


t to have more regard to 
r neighbour, than any other 


[Ip 


off better than thoſe of a higher mak. [can _ . 


not conclude this head better, than with what 


Dr, Bovillet, a moſt expert perſon, and Phy= * 


fician to his Highneſs the Prince of Conde, 


13 to us, when he came to viſit our patient; 
. That in ſuth caſes as theſe, it was the (u. 


1 of eviey tne man ftrittly to follow” the Rules : 


of bis profeſſion or art, without any regard 1 


the condition or quality. YI the TOON + or 10 tbe 


oÞ * 
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ARCH the 18th, 1683 1 was ent for at 


ten o'clock at night to a gentlewoman 


in Labour, in St. Martin's ſtreet, in the _ 


of $t. Mederic, who complaining of- 
| lent pains in her hips and fundament; upon 


ſearch I found nothing as yet” 4 
to a labour, nor any opening of 
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coed orifice ; ſo that being able to touch  *' 3 
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** fee its. weight, T judged the child to be well 
turned. Thus I returned home again ; but the 


pains increaſing I was ſent for again the next 


morning, at two o'clock, when I found the 


membranes appearing full of water : I began 


5 to hope for a ſpeedy delivery, notwithſtand- 
ing the woman had for ſeveral days paſt been 


much troubled with continual vomiting, wirh- 


out being able to keep either any ſolid or li- 
* quid matter in her ſtomach ; beſides that, ſhe 
Was corpulent, complained of a ſtrange fick- 
1 pens in her ſtomaeh ; and that, ſhe could ſcarce 


eel the child to ftir, a thing often complained 
of by women in ladour, which now began to 


advance pretty well in our patient. About 


four a clock in the morning I ordered her a 
clyſter made only of the decoction of white 


„ . and four ounces of well deſpumated 


honey; after which finding the membranes 
with the child to advance apace, I ordered 
the woman to be laid conveniently upon a 
bed, whereupon the membranes breaking, 


there iſſued thence two or three pounds of 


water, the child following immediately with 


ns crown of its head foremoſt, which thence 


y call in France a Coronation. 1 then or- 


Fed her to be laid a-croſs the bed again, ſoon 


after which the pains increafing, and the 


child making its way forward, the head came 
out; ſo 1 laid one of my hands on each 


fide of the ears, and pulled out the Whole 


child, which cried immediately, an en 
8 gn 


* 
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"fan of its. being alive and well. The a; 5 
ſtring being twiſted round its waiſt, I untwiſt- "- 
ed it, and tied a firing with a knot on it, two 
inches breadth from. = child's. belly (as has 
been told before) but judging by the ſlender © 8 
bulk of the child, that there might perhaps - 
be another behind in the womb, I tied another 
ſtring two inches higher, and then cut the 2M 
ftring betwixt the two. knots. | —_—_—_ 
Notwithſtanding this, I ſearched. after the 5 = 
after-burthen of the firſt, pulling | gently by. Y 
5 the navel- ſtring, without the leaſt violence, . 
and Fogreying my hand along the ſtring within 
\ the orifices, I drew out the after-burthen entire 
with its membranes; but letting my fingers 
lip further into the womb, I felt a al Ws 
hand, which I told to the woman's huſband, 
and ſoon after finding my hand bedawbed _ Þ 
With an ill-ſcented line, I judged the child - 
to be dead. Whilſt I was endeavouring to 
turn the child in the womb, I felt a cer- 
tain ſubſtance the bigneſs of the ſharp end 
of a neats- tongue faſtened near the inner 
orifice of the womb, with a firing joingd | 
to it, which making me to ſuſpect it to be an 
after- burthen, I Jet it alone; but turning my 
fingers to the right fide of the bottom of te 
womb, I found there ſome protuberances, not 
unlike bruiſed bones ſqueezed; flat and cloſe to- 
gether. ': I left theſe ll. to ſearch for the 
feet, which I found, but without any ſkin;-1 
"Hu by the toes as you would do with a her- 
18 2 th ring 


* . 


"fig by the tall 


quite dried up. The navel- ſtring was faſtened 
to the after-burthen, within an inch of its 
eldlge, and reſembled in ſhape a neat's- tongue. 
I conveyed my fingers along it, and met with 
another child, leſſer than the former, being of 
the bigneſs, and as dry as a red-herring; the 
head was as flat as a crown-piece, without any 
brains; the chin turned towards the right 
ſhoulder ; the body was of the ſame thickneſs 
with the head; the eyes were diſcernable in 
their 3 places: the noſe crooked, and the 
mouth ſplit; the chin had its natural ſhape, 
but no broader than the edge of a crown- piece; 
the neck was of the length of a quarter of an 
inch; the arms and legs were flat and ſqueezed 
together, like the reſt of the body; which 
made me conjecture, that they had been thus 
preſſed for want of room in the womb ; but 
f top moſt ſurpriſed me was their different 
For the laſt child was only eight inches long; 
the ſecond, which was moſt putrified, a foot; 
and the fit ſt- born was alive and quite perfect, 
and immediately after its birth a 
* — . Mectmum, 


* 


oy 
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Meconium, or black excrements, I found the 
navel-ſtring? of theſe two laſt cloſely joined to. 
the hindermoſt part of the womb, with both 
the navel-ſtrings inſerted into it. I began to ( 


ſeparate it from the womb, beginning on the 

ed end, which being very dry. and hard 
ſtuck very cloſe, yet I made ſhift to peel it off 
by degrees, like as we do with the rind of an 
orange; which, as it is not to be done withont 
great trouble and. pain, ſo it is without any 
further danger, provided you proceed with 


due caution; it being obſervable, That women 
After an hard labour do better in their 2 2 
vert 
with more eaſe, eſpecially i they have had the 
advantage of a feilful man-midunfe or midwife, 
wore I could give you many inflances of my 


(generally ſpeaking ) than thoſe who are 


own experience. The reaſon whereof, as allo, 


why ſo many women in this year 1683, have 
born'two or three children at once (a thing 
not obſerved in many years before) I leave to 
the judgment of the phyſicians, I have de- 
livered ſeveral of them, and this laſt mentioned 


could not but puzzle a thoughts, that a wo- 
man ſhould be deliver 
once, one whereof ſhould prove b and 


| well, the other two dead, of ſo different a ſize, 


with one after-burthen to both; beſides that, 


5 the leaſt of all was not ſo much utrified as 
the other. I know I ſhall be tol it is a ſu- 


perfœtation; but after all, this does nat ſatisfy 
"9 


of three children at 


wy da and Iam apt to wo 
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8 will not hoo to others. 1 leave it Wereſoie 
tao the determination of the phyficians, who are 
the moſt proper judges of it. 
Hot to return to our obſervation : the edge 
of the after-burthen of theſe two-laſt children = 
| was very hard and dry, The navel-ſtring 
of the ſmalleſt child was joined to the after- 
burthen' near the edge, oppoſite to the navel- 
ſtring of the other child ; neither appeared 
| there the leaſt ſign of any membranes, yet 
I found ſome ſmall remnants of them (uf 
on ſearch with my hand) within the womb, 
hich were much putrified. I brought them 
gut thence with abundance of coagulated - 
| * then ſtopped her privy parts with 
a Clot 
As this was an uncommon cafe which gel- 
dom ends without ſome ill ſymptoms to the 
Woman, I defired Dr. Vaſteus and Dr. Auzon, 
both learned phyficians of the faculty of Pa- 
ris to give her a viſit, which they did, and or- 
dered an ounce of ſyrrup of Wai ben- has, mixt 
with the ſame quantity of oil &f ſweet al 
monds. I had given her immediately after 
her delivery two ounces 'of the ſame ſyrup, 
mixt with the juice of three ſour oranges ; ſhe 
did extremely well that whole day, and the 
following night, without any after-pains, tho 
it was her firſt Tying-in, Her flooding ſacceed- 
ed well, without a fever, head-ach, or the 
leaſt pain in, any other part. 1 applied to the 
erer region of her belly, juſt above the 
womb, 
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womb the following plaiſter, which 1 
promoted the flooding : this plaiſter is famous, 
for that it was uſed by our Queen, by the ad- 
vice of the Lady ons Its compoſition is 
only of cerus ten ounces, of red-lead one pound, 
Venice ſoap ten ounces, and oil of olives two 


pounds; boil and mix it to the conſiſtency of 2M 


a plaiſter, 

It is excellently good to be laid upon the 
navel of a woman, eight days before and after 
her delivery ; but ſhe muſt keep her bed all the 
while: you muſt change it as oſten as it be- 
comes dry. It has divers other ſingulat vir- 
. tues, not to be mentioned here, as bein g beyond 
our purpoſe, I had this receipt 8055 Ur de 
Beleval, Chancellor of the univerſity of Mont- 


abundance of it, it being of fipgular virtue to 
promote the flooding in child-bed women, 
whereof you have an inſtance in this; for no 
ſooner was it applied, but a whitiſh matter iſ- | 
ſued from the womb, ſuppoſed to be the rem- 
nants of the coagulated bleak, gay the 
turning of the milk does not happen till he- 
twixt the ſecond and fixth day ; beſides that, 
this was a watery ſubſtance. 1 ordered her 
for nine days ſucceflively a clyſter, made of 
the emollient decoction, mixt with three dun- 
ces of honey, which ſucceeded ſo well, that 
ſhe felt not the leaſt ſymptoms of a i fees, and 
continues n * and fat _ 
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pelier, and Mr. Pecpuet. Mr. e ſells 


. — 9 Flux of Bud fllbwed by e Ne. 
_ tus, imcloſed in its Membranes, like an an Beg 
_. without the Shell. | 


 PRIL 224, 1682, 10 was called to a wo- 
Aman afflicded wich a violent flux of 
| blood, and who had evacuated a great quantity 
8 of coagulated blood before my coming. Conſi- 
- - Fdering ſhe had ſtrength enough as yet, I let her 
E  - fix ounces of blood, after which ſhe fainted for 
3 half an hour, but then recovered. 1 conveyed 
4 fingers into the neck of the womb, 
ence I brought forth many clods of coagu- 
dated blood. This, and a natural ſtool, gave 
her great eaſe, tho the ſame is moſt to be at- 
_ tributed to the letting of blood, whereof I have 
had frequent experience in women troubled 
with the flux of blood. I ordered her after 
this ſome nouriſhment, and, two hours after, 
8 divers clyſters of the decoction of cooling and 
_ emollient herbs, ſuch as mallows, althea, vi- 


7. 


5  Olet leaves, lettuces, and purſlain, which laſt 
* "is of fingular virtue in ſtopping bloody fluxes, 
4% uſed either in clyſters, or taken inwardly, 
: WWW : 


of the herb, and depurated three timer 46 A 
with a little ſugar. © ' * 


' You may in this cle onto 


and the outward orifice of the womb, ela 
dipped in warm water mixed with vinegar z 


ſome letbargicum of 


three 


the letbargicum by percolating it thro a cloth, 


and then mix it with water, as you do with a 
common oxycrate, with ordinary vinegar ; but 


this is white as milk, and of n effect, in 
this and divers other diſtempers. 

The clyſters that had been applied to our 
tient not coming away.as they ought to do, 
ordered her another of the ſame. dogs 
but with the addition of three ounces of ho- 
ney, which had the deſired effect; and tho' the 
flux did not ceaſe, yet was it much diminiſhed. 
About three o'clock in the afternoon I was 
ſent for again, when meeting there with Dr. 
Paſchal, a very curious perſon, I deſired him to 
inſpect with me the clods of blood evacuated 
by our patient. Among theſe we diſcovered a 
black membranous body, inclining to a muſcu- 
ben ſubſtance, covered in many places with co- 


the _ of a walnut with its great rind. 


24.0 
4 


vinegar, in which you have ſteeped before-hand ; 
4 is much better. 
Vou muſt put a pound this lethargicum into © © 
pounds of the ſtrongeſt vinegar, and let 
it ſtand in hot aſhes, after ſtirring it up with _ 
a ſtick. The vinegar you moſt ſeparate from 


ted pieces of blood, fixt as it were within 
= ſubſtance of the membranes ; the whole of 


Upon 


| "a ah 7 
* 7 3 


8 1 2 1 


2 | 
| * 2 

* 4 A 
1 WY 


Ly 


52 = 266 Hf 

; "08 an exact view and touch I found it ä 
hard, which made me tell Dr. Paſcal, 
t ir certainly contained a fœtus, or at leaſt. 
me water. I opened it very gently, for fear 


of ſp6iling the fœtus (if any fuch-there ſhould 


be) and in the midſt of it diſcovered a thin 


| tranſparent bladder, of the bigneſs of a hazle- 


nut, in ſhape not unlike an egg, full of a tranſ- 
parent liquor, containing a ſmall, white, and 
oleaginous ſubſtance, appearing like the firſt 
draught or beginning of a child, being of the 
bigneſs only of a fly or a clove. Round about 
this bladder, which contained the fœtus, I 
_ aw, within the membranous circumference, di- 
vers other bladders, reſembling the ſmall eggs 
you ſee in the knots of pullets-with eggs, or to 
a bunch of ſmall grapes, all tranſparent, but 
a different ſize, the biggeſt not pri 
the bigneſs of a ſmall pea. - You might | 
-compare theſe bladders to thoſe raiſed by burn- 

ing upon our ſkin. _ 

The patient had told us, That, page to 
Oo reckoning, ſhe as thee months gone with 
child, ſhe having not bad her monthly times fince ; 
but the fœtus bearing not the leaſt proportion 
to that time, it might be ſuppoſed that it died 

before, for want of due nouriſhment, oc- 
vater by the great quantity of coagulated 
blood, "which ſurrounded the membranes to the 


thickneſs of half an inch. The membrane or 
fllein which contained the liquid ſubſtance, was 
Joined to the muſculous part by another 


ſkin, 


ſmall 


> 
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inner - than that wh" * 
contained the fœtus, which being as thin as 
the fineſt and thinneſt. taffety, contained a "MW 
tranſparent liquor, and was thicker i in that = 
where the navel-ſtring was in it. This b = 
der, which in all reſpects reſembled an - == 
. without its hard ſhell, might afford ſome ſpe- _ 
culation, whether ASP are progenerated in 
eggs, like the birds; but this being beyond 8 
my compaſs, 1 leave to the confideration ß 
ler perſons than myſelf. . I took this tender 0 == 
in entire, with its water and fetus, and put 
it into a bottle with clear ſpring water, for 
fear that the ſpirit of wine ſhould conſume i its _ 
Ki which was very tender and thin. 3 
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